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Foreword

When you read this draft plan you see it has a different look and feel to that of a regular planning docuin&nt G Qa B8SOI
different! Our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is a new way of planning for the future of our NeighbourhoothAnatoric parish
of Alvechurch.

At consultations we heard how you would like to see Alvechurch Parish develop in the future. Those comments have helped
F2NY | WJA283D.yTe AlveiNichPansmNeighbourhood Plan (APNP) has been put tdxyeshgroup of committed
local volunteers and led by Alvechurch Parish Council. When formally adopted by our community at referendum, the NP will
form a legal part of the process when Bromsgrove District Council determines planning applications in aur paris

The APNP gives a unique opportunity to influence the development of the parish. The vision for the parish is to remain a
pleasant place to live by encouraging ample facilities, good work opportunities, and improved transport links includimg suppo
for cycle routes. More activities are wanted for people to do, especially in the evenings. Importantly, there is a strontp desire
protect our natural and built heritage assets indeed, a NP can prove beneficial towards the protection of what is go@hdbout
maintain our parish as a place where everyone feels comfortable and proud to live.

The APNP has developed policies to;

Maintain the openness of the Green Belt from uncontrolled, large scale, or poorly placed development

Support Bromsgrove District Couhca RS @St 2 LJYSy i LIX Iy o6& Sy O02dz2Ny Ay 3 &dz
Alvechurch Village and not spread out into the countryside

2> >

p >

Ensure that development is sympathetic and has regard for; conservation, improvement and maintenance of the look,
feeland sense of place of the parish and Alvechurch Village itself through referencethovsght-out design
guidance

A Take steps to give the younger and older members of the community preferred access to many of the new local homes

Influence Local Highwajuthorities to improve road safety, encourage the use of more integrated and sustainable
methods of transport including provision for cycling; and

A LRSYGATe FRRAGAZYIE FOGA2ya (2 AYLINEGS !t §SOKIINDKQAEQ
Unlikea2 f R 06221 2dzNJ bt 62y Qi NBad 2y | aKStF 3IFGIKSNAyYy3a Rdzi
investment in the parish thus contributing to the quality of life of all of us who live and work in the area..

Alvechurch Parish Council like the APNP through local feedback to ensure that the community gets its fair share of
investment from any development in the parish, including through any Community Infrastructure Levy (if such a CIL policy is
adopted by the District Council) and angWHomes Bonus applicable to the parish.

Our Neighbourhood Plan is a long term proposition (20140 n 0 ® LG Q& dzyNBIf A&dGA 0 G2 SELISOI
gKe 6SQ@S AyOftdzRSR I &aSNRS& 27F LI |y inedewhendvér SeivHevélopmeBtytameaNS
along. The NP will be revisitedonafe&S | NI @ ol adAa G2 YIF{1S &adzNB AdQa dzLJ 42 RIF QG
District Plan.

An electronic copy of the NP, together with the Basic Conditions Stateand the Consultation Statement can be found online
at the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan web&iélP web site

On behalf of the parish of Alvechurch, | would like to thank the steering team imrygiioseall their hard work and dedication,
and other members for their contributions. This has been no small task and without you we would not be near to completing
this important document.

| would also like to thank all the residents, businesses andrstivbo have commented and contributed to the development of
the APNP over the past five years. We look forward to receiving your views on this Draft Neighbourhood Plan to help shape the
future of our parish.

Adrian H Smith: Chair, Alvechurch Parish Neighbmwod Plan

(Representinghe Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group members)
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTIONND BACKGROUND

Sections of the Neighbourhood Plan

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

SECTION 2: ALVECHURCH PARISH TODAY AND KEBY ISSUE
SECTION 3: VISIONKEY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

SECTION 4: THE POLICIES OF THE APNP

SECTION 5: FUTURE GROWTH IN THE PARISH

SECTION 6: DELIVERY PLAMMONITORING & REVIEW

SECTION:7 GLOSSARY

SECTION 8: LIST OF POLICIES

APPENDICESA, B, C and Di@ato be found in the Evidence Base Document

HOW TO COMMENT ON THIS DOCUMENT

Fig 1. How the NP is laid out

1.1 This Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan (2830) hereafter referred to as the (APNP) is organised
into a number of sections as summarised in the table above. It has bedy bé Alvechurch Parish Council (APC)
to help the parish community have a say in shaping how the Neighbourhood Area will develop for future
generations.

1.2 The Parish Council arranged a presentation in November 2011 to discuss Neighbourhood Plans (NPs)
Residents used this opportunity to demonstrate they wanted to have a say in where new housing should go, what
type was required and which members of the community housing should be aimed at. Residents would prefer not tc
leave this decision to potentialevelopers and Bromsgrove District Council (BDC).

1.3 The 70plus people who attended that first public meeting completed a questionnaire about aspects of life in
0KS LI NRaAK® ¢KSNBE 41 a + @SNE Of St NI @2 0 SThe kg eleridentd LIS
Y2al OK2aSy 6SNB al 0O0Saa G2 GKS O2dzyiNRBaARSI 3IANBSY
GF LIISENF yOS 2NJ FSSt 2F GKS I NBIF ¢ ¢KSNB gla fSaa |3
However, the main wes were public transport, leisure services and facilities, traffic and parking, youth facilities,
range and quality of shops, appearance or feel of the area, and opportunities for new business. There was also
agreement on the need for more affordable hanug.
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1.4 Following that meeting, APC met and resolved to form a
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group that comprised elected members of the
Parish Council and members of the local community. One of the Steering - g -
DNR dzLJQa TFANERG &dSLJA opdfdradbetiSng@™B + G f 2y ™7 olls ™ 1) dz8| ¢
promoting purposes. neighbourhood plan

Alvechurch Parish

15¢KS YIFI22NAGe 2F GKS O2YYdzyAaide 6KSy FANBRIG FaiSR
new homes in Alvechurch Parish, as more will put undue pressure on school places and medicat seihicedike
Al 2dzald a A0 Aa¢o

1.6 However, as one of the larger settlements in the Bromsgrove District area as stated in the adopted
Bromsgrove DistrictPlan20non s ! f GSOKdzNODK A€t 3S gAff 0SS NBIjdz
housing nurbers. Consequently we can be sure that new housing is coming to Alvechurch Parish eventually.

1.7 The challenge then is not to find a way to stop development, but rather to manage change in the best way
possible for the Neighbourhood Area. During our consigltes you told us among various issues, those of most
importance to you were:

A adequate provision of school places

A GP surgery capabilities

A The retention of green space and openness between our settlements by supporting and linking our APNP
policies to Gunty and District Green Infrastructureipciples and polieis

A Conserving local character and the local distinctiveness of our rural parish and settlements

A Improvements to overall highway safety and access plus additional crossing points

A Pedestriadfriendly improvements around the Alvechurch Village centre.

1.8 In order to maintain community access to our local schools and healthcare facilities, the Parish Council will
work with local education and healthcare providers to ensure sufficient numbers of @ee@saintained.
Developer contributions will be used to support these services.

1.9 The Parish Council will also work very closely with Bromsgrove District Council (BDC) when they soon
undertake a review of the Green Bealt part of a review of the Local Dist Plan. Alvechurch parish has only Green
Belt land available now for any significant future development. The Green Belt review is to release land around the
settlement boundaries for future housing and employment. The larger settlements in the digitictchurch Village

AAAAA

0SAy3 2yS0 FINB SELISOGSR (2 adzZJR2 NI .5/ Q& ¥FdzidzNB K2d
What Area Does the Plan Cover?
1.10Designation of the Neighbourhood Plan Area

The Parish Council applied to Bromsgrove District Council in 2012 for the whole of Alvechisichdbe

designated as a Neigbbrhood Area. (See map on page B accordance with part 2 of the Neighbourhood Planning
General Regulations 201 BDC publicised the application from APC for-avsiek consultationThe application for
designation waspproved in January 2013 by BDC in accordance with 2012 Regulations.

! http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/madsIP regulations 2012
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As a result, Alvechurch Parish is designated as a Neighbourhood Area. Further details can be found on the Parish
| 2 dzy OA t Quép://én&\vd.avikchSeN.qov.uk/

1.11Alvechurch Parish Council confirms that this:

Neighbourhood Development Plan will cover the period 22030 and the APNP relates only to the Parish of
Alvechurch and to no other Neighbourhood Areas

APNP is the only Neighbourhood Dieyement Plan in the designated area and that no other Neighbourhood
Development Plan exists nor is in development for part or all of the designated area

TheDesignated Neighbourhood Area is outlined in redlioe map below.

Our Statement of Basic Conditi® sets out further information on this. This document can be viewed or\ EHeP
website
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Fig 2. Map of The designated Neighbourhood Area

Page8of 118


http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/

The Purpose of Neighbourhood Plans

1.12The APNP relates to the use and developmenaiod! Its primary purpose is to help in determining planning
applications in the Neighbourhood Area (for our plan this is Alvechurch Parish). The Localism Adh0diliced
new rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new developmengindgbmmunity by preparing a
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). This document is a NDP as defined in the Act. For further information
about NPs you can visit the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) website by following this li

1.13Sulmitting Body

Our APNP is submitted by Alvechurch Parish Council (APC), which is a qualifying body as defined by the Localism
2011.

1.14How has our Neighbourhood Plan been prepared?

Delivery of the NP will be dependent of a number of key steps. Thesedq@yat summarised in the following
table:

step Date Task

2012 Initial presentation followed by further presentations and questionnaires to gather
community comments.

2 201213 Steering Group formed and theme groups developed to work on commursiporeses.

201415 Further presentations and survegempleted forbusiness, schools, health care, local
3 organisations and thaghts on future housing needed.\Asion and Key Aimsgere
established to lead to Policies

201516 A draft NP document commeed and policies beginning to be formulated helped by
4 Bromsgrove Planning Officers. The draft plan advertised by a publicity leaflet deliver
each of the 2300 parish dwellings

5 2016 Steering Group meetings increase from monthly toninthly and Broregrove planning
officers helping to check conformity with their emerging District Plan
5 2017 2017 Presubmission publicity and consultation Submission of a neighbourhood plan ¢

order proposal to the local planning authority Independent Examination

Fig 3. Thesteps of Neighbourhood Plans

Who has been consulted?

1.15 The Steering Group (SG) has met on over 60 occasions and a large number of local residents and
businesses have contributed their ideas and opinigns L 1 Qa4 FTNRY GKAa AyaA@kand dKS
policies to make a true community plan. From the outset the SG was determined that residents should be kept
informed and given every opportunity to tell this Groupatithey wanted for our parish.

1.16 Communication and consultations, in various foyimave played a major role in formulating the NP. The SG
and Parish Council have organised consultative workshops, discussions, presentatioAsaghigenents with the

2 The Localism Act 20Http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/201/P0/contents/enacted
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FyydzZ f Wt AOYAO Ay GKS tFNJQ LI NIe ss,ipteSraontly2Wlageé A NB & =
Magazine, and in summer 2016 a fifteen page publicity booklet featuring latest NP news was delivered to every
household.

1.17 The SG has prepared and publishedvieb a SR AYF2NXI GA2y 2y (GKS bt Qa ¢
http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org

118 wSaARSy(GaQ ! aa20AlGA2ya KIF@S KSEtR GKSANI 26y YSSi
RSOSt 2LISNE KI @S O2yGNAROGdzi SR GKSANI ARSI persthave dttentlddz8G A O
meetings on more than one occasion to present their proposals to the NP Steering Group.

All of the ideas and proposals in the NP have come from feedback gathered at meetings, presentations and
consultations to build upon the suggestis already published in the former Alvechurch Parish Plan 2005. In addition
to the NP, the Village Design Statement (2005) has been updated and made an essential part of this Neighbourhoa
Plar{ APNP Policy HDNEB) renamedW¢ KS | f S OKdaN0Kil k & SIX &'RKie@Sanas{ v

1.20 Conversations have revolved around:

p >

Complying with the new housing requirements specified in the recently adopted Bromsgrove District Plan
(20112030).

AcKS LI NRaKQa SYLX 2 8YSyili ySSRa

A The infrastructure required to ensuthe economic vibrancy and sustainability of the parish

A Improving amenities, whilst protecting history and heritage

A The effective use of land and the preservation of the Green Belt and green space (have been central to mar
of the discussions)

A Quality ofthe environment and the desire to vary housing density, size and design (have been regular topics
of debate)

A Sensible balances of affordable and executive homes, housing in clusters rather than in large estates and tt
wish to retain a rural perspecti@ave been prominent issues raised throughout our consultations)

[EE' ; % The SG has consulted with as many people as possible including the Alvechurch

Middle School children.
Fig4. Alvechurch Middle School questionnaire leaflet

1.21  Every household in the parish and evaocessible business have had a
number of newsletters, brochures or leaflet either, inviting them to participate, or
comment on proposals. There has been dialogue with the governors of Alvechurch
Middle School and regular monthly updates provided at AP&timgs. In addition

to talking to the community, the SG has also benefitted from advice and support
given by a wide range of external agencies, Worcestershire County Council (WCC),
and BDC planning officers.

U P 0 NT/‘Q

- }‘
40 | S
B 83 1.22 More information about the timdine of and furher issues identified by

the community from later consultations can be found in the separate Consultation

Statement document, a copy of which can be found on the APNP website, in the library section.

% 15 page update Booklet 2016
‘WeKS 1 f GSOKIZNDK tF NAAK 5834 3y { G lofficé of ayf BeQiewe@ dnith8RwebsieS K S R
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1.23  As the qualifying body under Neighbourhood Planninglation, APC is legally responsible for producing
0KS bt gKAOK Ydzad 06S FLIINRPGSR Ay I LlzotAO NBEFSNBYR
referendum, the NP will have been subject to an examination by an independent external examiner.

1.24 The Plan wasubject to a presubmission consultation for six weedsd amended in the light of 91

responses from the local community and local businesses. When the Rdamaly submitted to BDC, it will be

further subjected to asix weekpublic Stautory Consultation before sending the NP to an independent external
examiner.

1.25 The cost of preparing the NP has been subsidised by a small Local Community grant and through small
periodic funding from APC. The majority of the work has been undertaken aicdunplunteers who live in and care
F2NJ GKS LI NREAKP® {2YS LINARYINB O2yadzZ GFyoOé ¢g2N] KIFa o
Draft NP underway and produce a Sustainability Appraisal).

1.26 The Plan includes APNP policies and proposafstime Community Actions. The APNP policies will be used
gKSY laaSaairaya LIXIYyyAy3d LWL AOFGA2ya Ay (GKS ySAIKo?
successful examination and community referendum.

1.27  From the findings of the various contailon exercises and local evidence baske SG formed a vison and
objectives that were later refineghto i 2 WY S@& ! AYaQed ¢KS bt LRtAOASaA KI @S
identify local issues for each topic and the proposed actionsto @dre § KSY G KNR dZAKT (KS WYy
community actions.

COMMUNITMCTIONS

1.28 Community Actionsare nonstatutory projects,that stand apart from the policies in this APNP .They are

for the Parish Council taddress aspirationdrought forward fromconsultationsby theO2 Y Y dzy A G & G K|
structured asa land use policy in this NAFor that reaon they stand alone, separated from the land use policies at
the very end ofeach Policylopic sectiorto which they relate and are written in a font athis colour.

® More detailed information on this extensive evidence base, including reports on the village consultations and workshops, can
be found in the Alvechurch PanidNeighbourhood Plan supplementary documents on the Neighbourhood Plan website
(http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org
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SECTION 2:ALVECHURCH TODAY

ALVECHURCH PARISH

2.1) The parish of Alvechurch lies within the hillsides surrounding the upper Arrow Valley. It has many
YIEGdzNF £ FYyR KAAZG2NRARO NUzNI t | &3 SNi| A8 otbndiBRrilegldy mdevay | v
deer parks, a network of public footpaths, bridleways, narrow lanes and ancient woodland. There are a number of
medieval haltimbered buildings, as well as a large number of GeorgianaEtisn and Victorian buildings.

2.2) TheCivil Parish of Alvechurch consists of three electoral parish wards: Alvechurch Village Ward,
Alvechurch Hopwood Ward and Alvechurch South Rowney Green and Bordesley Ward. The Alvechurch Ward alsc
comprises the village of Alvechurch and the small are&/ittiybed Green. The Hopwood Ward includes the north
half of Weatheroak whilst the southern half of Weatheroak is contained within the Alvechurch Rowney Green and
Bordesley Ward that also includes Holloway and Grange lanes.

Places of Worship

2.3) The church o6t Laurence dates back to 1239 and is situated on high ground, and was probably the
site of an earlier Mercian church, although nothing remains of the earlier wooden building.

2.4) Much of the church was rebuilt between 1858 and 1861 by William ButterfiekteTih a 1,348
pipe organ. The tower has a peal of eight bells, rung regularly by the North
Worcestershire and District Change Ringing Association. The Ark, a £1m
extension to the church was built in 2005.

2.5) The parish is well served for places of worshiguding the
following: St Laurence C of E, St Mary Alvechgi€htholic Church,
Alvechurch Baptist Church and Rowney Green Shared ChMiethhodist and
C.E. Most of these places of worship also support other community uses.

Fig. { G [ | dzNBy OSQArk / KdzZNOK | yR (GKS
Relationship to other parishes and authorities

2.6) {Aldzr SR SAGKAY 22NOSa0SNBKANBE yR GKS RA&GN.
19 parishes and shares boundaries with Beoley, Wythall, Barnt Green, Cofton Hackett and Tutnall & @Gshésy Pa
The parish also borders both the city of Birmingham to the North, Redditch Borough to the Soditirasa vital
part of the West Ntlands Green Belt, whidprevents unrestricted sprawl of large, built up areas and neighbouring
towns or cities mgging into one another (National Planning Policy Framework paragragh 80)

GREEN BELT AND ITS STATUS

2.7) Green Belt is one of the most significant (though restrictive in impact) planning policies intended to
keep land permanently open. The current restricti@msnew building in the Green Belt mean options for future
development in Alvechurch parish are limited due to the lack of available development land. For further
RSOSt2LIVSyd G2 G118 LEIFOS . NRYAINROS S59GeeMBIOl / 2 dzy O
boundaries. This Neighbourhood Plan would need to be reviewed at that time to reflect any changes made in the
Local Plan that may affect the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area. Other constraints are to do with Sites ¢
Special Scientdilnterests (SSSIs) and Local Wildlife and Heritage sites and assets. All of these constraints are
touched on in later sections of this APNP.
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Fig 6. Map of the Green Belt area

2.8)  Alvechurch parish, with the exception of the buifp area of Alvechurch Villageet§ is washed over by the
West Midlands GreeBelt, (as seen in the map figabove). Further information about the Gre&rlt can be found
in Appendix @f the Evidence Base Summary doeuminwhich can be viewed online dihe Library page of thé.PNP

website.

2.9) The smaller settlements of the parish, including; Bordesley, Hopwood, Rowney Green and Weatheroak are
allwithin the Green Belt as shown in figuretéopwood and Rowney Green have village envekiptus in the
adopted Bromsgrove District Ldddlan (20142030) Policies Map.

2.10) The Government attaches great importance to the Green Belt. The National Planning-Raotieyvork

(NPPRLJF NI} INJ LK 1o adlkdisSa GKIGY & ¢sKoSredeazyrbah spdwl bytkéepintgA Y
flryR LISNYIySyGte 2LSyT GKS SaaSyidalt OKIFNIOGSNRAGAO
The Green Belt serves five purposes (NPPF paragraph 80).

to check the unrestricted sprawl of large bl areas

to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another

to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment

to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns
to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of deeld other urban land

T> I T T
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

2.11) As a larger settlement Alvechurch Village can be expected to support some of the future strategic housing
needof Bromsgrove DistrictWhilst the APNP cannot change the Green Belt boundary in the parish, \kattisin
important that local people are given the opportunity to influence when and if the need arises, where any Green Bel
boundary changes that affect Alvechurch Village should be made. We will do this by working jointly and cooperating
with BDC plannig officers. This future exercise was explained to the Alvechurch community at two open day
presentations in July 2014 at the Alvechurch Village Hall and can be seen in the Consultation Statement. Those
results will be revisited together with up to date comunity feedback at the time. This will provide an indication of
local preference for Green Belt development locations to help inform the Green BetharBtomsgrove District

Plan review process.

2.12) The Bromsgrove District Council Local Plan allocates®fou f | Y R dzLJ 42 HAnHo F2NJ .
housing needs without using land in the Green Belt. Therefore if we are to support the needed housing for the
district after that it will have to be on land taken out of the Green Belt land Beesgrove Disict Plan review.

2.13) Our last ADR (Area of Development Restraint si@lasated in the old BDC Distrietan 2004); on the

corner Old Rectory Lane, has now been completed in 2016. If Alvechurch Village is to have more sustainable and
affordable housing aftr 2023 for our young people and some for elderly people to downsizbda land around

the edge of the Alvechurch Village will need to be released. The Parish Council will work with BDC to ensure any
release of land through a local authority led Greeit Beview in line with a BDC Local Plan review is in the most
sustainable locations. Community consultation will form a key part of this process.

IMPORTANT PARISH ASSETS

2.14) These assets include; landscape Character Areas noted in the Worcestershire paa@isracter

Assessment and the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan), Local Wildlife Sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest,
Scheduled Monuments and a Conservation Area including medieval and post medieval buildings. There are two
Scheduled Monuments iAllvechurch; Historic England list entry number, 1017527, a moated site 130m north east of
Moorgreen Farm, and entry number 1018334, the moated site and fishponds at the Bishop's Palace. Many of the
t I NAAKQa KAAG2NRAOFt | Zédddhstorical@ondimerisis@rie of dvidizh briginate #amdhe & U
15th century. A list of ssets can be found in AppendixrBhe Evidence Base Summary document, (this can be
viewed on theAPNP websi) and mee information can be found from:

2.15) Many of our important buildigs can be seemithe Conservation Are&igure 8 showsene of our two Sites

of Special Sentific Interest (SSSBjttell Reservos, used and maintained by Barnt Green waters and used weekly
by the Barnt Green Sailirmgnd fishingclubs. The other SSSI the Hopwood Dingle site, owned by the National Trust.
All protected sites can be seen the map (Figure 9yhich showsghe constraintsof the parish.

2.16) By March 1797, the 2726 yard (2493 WiastHills Tunnel was open and tN@orcester Birmingham Cafial

was trading through tédopwood In 1807 the canal reachd&drdebiggepassing throughlvechurchwithout the use

of locks. The canal now provides a route tliakks Lea End, Hopwood/ithybedGreen andAlvechurchcommunities
through walking, cycling and provides recreational opportunities of boating and fishing for local people. Throughout
the parish the canal has many Victorian bridges and structures stiiured by the community.

® Worcester Birmingham Canal
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Fig 7. The Worcester Birminghaoanalat Withybed Green

2.17) There are a number of Local Wildlife Sites and
heritage assets including the church of St Laurence, w
stands on high ground between School Lane and Bear
Hill. On Bear Hill betgen the church and the main part |
of the village, there is a fine 16th century htithbered |
house, now divided in two. There is some good-half
timber work in the main Alvechurch Village centre. The
majority of parish houses, apart from some farm related
outlying buildings are of brick and of a comparatively
recent date.

il

2.18) On an elevated plateau to the east of the village is the site of the former moated site and fishponds at the
Bishops of WorcestdPalaceThe buildings have disappeared, but the importhistoric system of moats remains
intact, inclosing a large rectangular area, subdivided by a cross moat. All but the trench on the north side are still
filled with water. Just by the crossad is an old watemill (now a beauty clinic) worked by the Riverow, which

flows down the valley in which Alvechurch Village lies.

CONSTRAINTS ON DEVELOPMENT

——

Fig 8.  Bittel reservoirs
SSSI

219) hGKSNJ O2yaidNIAyda 2y RS@OSEt2LIYSyd LI NI FNRY (K23
located in HopwoodRittell Reservoirs and The Hopwood Dingle). Local Wildlife and historical heritage sites and
assets are also located within the parish area; all of these constraints are touched on in later sections of this APNP.
key tothe constraints mayffig.9) seen on the next pagean be viewed on the NRebsite in the document

APPENDIX C: GREEN BELT & CONSTRAINTS
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Fig 9. Map showing Parish Constraints

LOCATION AND AMENITIES

2.20) Alvechurch is the main village within Alvechurch Parish and forms part of Bromsgrovet,Disthie

Tranait Hutwork
|| O i
W e — |
e

northeast of the county of Worcestershire. Lying in the valley of the
RiverArrow, the nearest city is Birmingham, 17 km / 11 miles to the
north, with the closest towns being Redditch, 8 km / 5 miles to the south
and Bromsgrove, 9.5 km / 6 miléo the west. The parish is host to good
transport links of all types including the north/south A441, the east/west
M42, the Redditch/Lichfield crossty rail service, and the Worcester
Birmingham Canal. The River Arrow flows from its source in the ypearb
Lickey Hills through the parish and out towards Alcester. The village of
Alvechurch lies in a valley surrounded by Hob, Scarfield, Coopers,
Hopwood, Wast, Weatheroak, and Newbourne Hills

2.21) Some employment in the parish is related to transport services,
such as the Hopwood Park M42 motorway services, the Alvechurch canal
YENAY S GKS [/ 2dzydeé [/ 2dzyOAf KAIKgIl
Hall, which provides units for small businesses. The impact of the closure
of the major parts of the car manufacturifigctory at Longbridge

(located outside the parish to the North West) with the resulting changes
to work patterns, social health and prosperity, has yet to be assessed.

Fig 10. Map showing the Neighbourhood Area and the transport network

Ctrland leftclick on the map for a larger version on the NP websiteclick this link
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2.22) Alvechurch railway station was built in 1859 and upgraded in 2015/2016. There are alsoemzry
residential buildings and a First and Middle school with library. In 2008 a new first and middle school were built
north-east of the village, the old school has since been demolished and the new housing estate has road names
commemorating the houseames of the school and previous rectors of St Laurence Church.

2.23) KEY ISSUES FOR THE FUTURE

2.24) A wide range of issues impacting on the future have been identified during the production of the APNP.
These relate to each of those five topic themes mentioned erali more indepth summary of responses and
community feedback is available in the Evidence Base Summary and Consultation Statement and appendices that
accompany the NP.

2.25) Large retail, educational, cafeomes and other businesses plus housing developmehbagbridge, is

under way and may well have an added effect on the Parish, with extra traffic making use of the access through
Hopwood to Junction 2 of the M42. This will likely lead to further increases to the already high volume of traffic and
speed isges recorded for Hopwood. Travel to school and places of employment, is made more difficult due to the
SEGNBYS RAFTFAOMZ & Ay ONRa&aAy3d (GKS !'mnm |G WNHzAK K2
the A441 for local people to accepublic transport stopping points.

f Fig 11. Public highway footpath, too narrow and too closetie main
§ highway

2.26) The NP will rely heavily on its design principles for
development that takes place within the existing settlement
02dzy RE NASE (2 OWNBEASWESA4KST dk
parish and its historigillage centre of Alvechurch.

2.27) High quality design plays an important part in many of
the APNP policies not only housing developments, but all
types of development that relate to, conservation, heritage
preservation, environmental promotion, supporting business

and improvements that aid getting around.

2.28) Consequently the APNP emphasises an intention to see parish development as being better because of
attention to quality design.

2.29) Along with the suite of polies in this NP, key documents to assist development proposals in maintaining the
rural distinctiveness of Alvechurch Parish are;

A the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS),

A the Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA

2.30) Copies of both of these documents will be kept in the Alvechurch Parish Council (APC) offices, and can be
accessed electronically through the APC welddditp://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/
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A selection of Keysisues gathered during some of our community consultations
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characterthan selling out to yet more shops and offices whichoftaifa f AG Gt S OKF NI O SNJ
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SECTION 3 THE VISION ANDIHE KEY AIMS

THE VISION STATEMENT

G! f @S OK dzWiiefe managedichange and celebration of its rural
character combineinazYYdzy Adé YIRS o0Sd0SNJI

3.1) The aim of this NP is to retain and enhance the traditional values of a rural parish. Development which
promote, protects and make improvements to the main historic village of Alvechurch and its outlying settlements,
ruralo dzZa Ay SaaSas GKS o6dzAfd FyYyR yFddz2NIt SY@ANRBYYSYyd | yR
by incorporating new technology and sustainable building methods where appropriate is encouraged. The built
environment should be compatible witbcal and national policies, but above all should enable all sections of the
community to enjoy a sustainable way of life.

3.2) By pursuing this vision we can make the parish an even better place through development, a place led bette
by design.

a. To promote ad encourage good design to create healthy and attractive places where people genuinely

gyt G2 A0S YR 2Nl ! LXFOS (KFG Aa adzaidl Ayl ¢

future generations.

To secure sustainable development and artiegithat will stand the test of time

To support the local economy

To provide high quality accommodation for all of our community

To respect the individual character of the parish, and protect our historic and natural environment through

better design ad making sure development is located in the right places.

f.  The neighbourhood will be safe and enjoyable to move around on foot and bike and will be well connected
to the rest of the parish and beyond by public transport.

g. The APNP will give us a strongerceain future local development when planning proposals are submitted to
BDC.

® a0 o

33) 2S NBO23IyArasS GKS ySSR F2NJ OKIFIy3aS odzi GKIFG OKI y3S
traditional character and sense of place is consdraed enhanced for the betdt.
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THE KEY AIMS:

3.4) Howthe visions will be delivered
3.5) To help achieve and deliver the Vision for Alvechurch Parish by 2030 the community have consulted on and
identified a number of KEY AIMS for the APNP. These are:

KEY AIM 1: | Development that meet current and future needs of all age groups in a changing and growir,
Alvechurch parish community, whilst embracing high quality design.

KEY AIM 2: | Through providing opportunities of community participation, development within the Alvechl
Village baindary focused on wetlesigned house building within walkable locations of key
facilities

KEY AIM 3: | Developing services, facilities and amenities especially around Alvechurch Village centre th
help to improve quality of life, create a sensenadll-being, promote community safety and
enable active and healthy lifestyles for the parish as a whole.

KEY AIM 4: | Maintaining a mix of local businesses appropriate to the character of Alvechurch Parish wh
serving the needs of local people and witie inclusion of sympathetic rural diversification
contributing to the wider economy.

KEY AIM 5: | Encouraging varieties of leisure, cultural and sporting facilities and activities to enable
opportunities for all, particularly youngsters and older people

KEY AIM 6: | Promoting both integrated public transport (with associated pedestrian walkways, cycle rou
and adequate parking) and safer roads (through effective traffic management) in order to se
the growing and changing Alvechurch community amdase access to the local countryside.

KEY AIM 7: | To maintain and enhance the built historic and the natural environment for present and futu
generations whilst promoting new development that enhances local character

KEY AIM 8: | Promotion of safesustainable developments that are designed to meet the latest energy
efficiency standards and make the best use of existing resources whilst promoting the use ¢
renewable energy for new developments in the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

POLICYAYOUT

3.6) A numter of interrelated themes have emerged from our initial objectives that were refined into the Key
Aims as shown above. These have been used as a basis to structure the policies under theme names or topics. Th
Steering Group members were assigned to dda@md dealt with the main community issues raised for that topic.
There will inevitably be some overlap between the policies and the topics they sit within, i.e. in some cases a policy
could apply to more than one topic ar€éBhat is why it is important hat this NP is used as a whole.
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3.7) THE NAPOLICI& SIT WITHIN THE FOLLOWIRBIC SECTIQNS

A GENERAROLICYQ)

FOLLOWED BY POLIGNEBOXES OF THESE COLOURS RELATED TO THEIR TOPIC AREA

Topicl Housing (H)

Topic 2 Heritage, Design and the Naturah&ronment (HDNE)
Topic 3 Leisure, Health and WeBeing (LHW)

Topic 4 Business, Shops and Services (BSS)

Topic5 Getting Around and Transport (GAT)

3.8) POLICIES SECTIONS ARE SEASRHLOW

An introduction to each Topic Section

The Key Aims associatewith all the policies in the topic sectian

An introductionto each numbered policy

¢ KS Wt 2 fwhaDtBe polidy ¥s @yng to achieve

C2ft26SR o0&y Y. | Ofitig Nd#ioyzy R kK WAzZA GAFAOF A2y Q

> > > I

NONg STATUTORY COMMUNITY ACTIONS RELATING TOTIBE 3RE SHOWN AT
THE END OF THE POLICY TOPIC SECTIONS AND ARE LAID OUT AS FOLLOWS

Not all issues and aims are associated with land use and therefore cannot be included as a policy. Where that
happens in this APNP, community projects are included as-sort G dzi 2 NB W/ 2YYdzyAideée ! OGA:
for Alvechurch Parish Council to further an action in cooperation with the appropriatealauthority or relevant

body.

COMMUNITY ACTIONS: ARE IN THIS COLOUR FONT ANmB&aXbe found at the end of eadtelevant topic
section.

Within this NP there are also projects titted Community Actions. There are many issues important to residents of th
I NBI ¢6KAOK OFyy2i 6S RSIfd 6AGK GKNRdAK (KS bSAIKo2
pl yyAy3aQd | & &adzOK:X GK2aS AaadsSa ¢gAftf 6S RSIFEG 6AGK
through cooperation and discussions with the relevant local authority (LA), other public bodies and developers.
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OTHER DOCUMENTS INCLUDED SNBETUSED WITH THIS
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Access to these documents can be found on the Alvechurch Parish Goeinwile through this link

THE ALVECHURCH PARISH DESIGN STATEMEISTq&ediB)a
careful analysis of the Alvechurch Parish area and the characterist
that make it work and make it special. The APDS is an integral pal
this Neighbourhood Plan Documefftolicy HNDNE 3t considers the
evolution of the rural landsqee, bult, historic and natural
environment. It sets out guidance for its repair, reinvention and
regeneration according to; building form, public realm, massing,
FOGA@GAGEY adzaidlAyloAftAde FyR
are considered includingews, materials, landmark buildings and
their embellishments.

A copy of the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) can bg
found on the Alvechurch Parish Coungilbsite at this link

ALVECHURCH HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RESOURCE ASSES
(AHERAgontains the products of a Worcestershire County Council
(WCC) intensive urban and landscape characterisation exercise
undertaken within the settlement of Alvechurchhe project aimed
to; developa method of ‘historic townscape characterisation' for
Worcestershire's rural urban areas, identify means through which
support local communities in the promotion of local distinctiveness
and character, and generate evidence bases to inform locally
respasive design and planning. This document can also be acces
on the Alvechurch Parish Counegitbsite at this linkMany documents
have been used to create this AHERA document such as pii fie
the Worcestershire County Council (WCC) Historical Environment
Action Pilot plans: access to thaif file can be found by using this i

THE EVIENCE BASE:KS WYS@& ! AYaszs t2fA0)
in this NP have drawn from a variety of sourddsre detailed
information on this extensive evidence base, including reports on &
settlement presentations, consultations and workshops, can bedo
in the Alvechurch Neighbourhood Plan Evidence Base document :
the NP website:

THE CONSULTATION STATEKIEoTains details of the persons arn
bodies that wee consulted about the proposed neighbourhood
development plan. It explains how they were consulted, summaris
the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted, an
describes how these issues and concerns have been considered.
Where relevant tlese will be addressed in the proposed
neighbourhood development plan.

Copies of the Consultation Statement are available on the APNP
website or at the Parish Council Office.
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3.9) Who will decide if the NP comes in to force?

3.10) You: as a member / resident ofioparish by a majority vote at a referendum. Firstly the NP will be

examined by an independent examiner to determine if the Plan meets the Basic Conditions as laid out in Paragrapt
of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country PlannindL8@60.It will then ke the local community that decides whether

to adopt the plan or not in a community referendum if approved by a majority vote of the local community, the NP
will then form part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area. This means it will be used log#h planning
authority when assessing planning applications in the neighbourhood area. Our APNP will only come in to force if it
gains your support, the residents of Alvechurch Parish at a community referendum undertaken by BDC.

SECTION 4 THE POLICIES OF THE APNP
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Fig 12. The old brick works a brownfield site in the Green Belt

TOPIC THEMES AND INTRODUCTION TO POLICIES

4.1. As mentioned our Policies and Community Actions have been developed to sit under five topic headings to
address the main communitissues that have been identified.

4.2, A neighbourhood plan can be used to address the development and use of land. Neighbourhood planning
can inspire local people and businesses to consider other ways to improve their neighbourhood than through the
developmant and use of land. They may identify specific action or policies to deliver these improvements. Wider
community aspirations than those relating to development and use of land can be included in a neighbourhood plar
but actions dealing with netand use natters should be clearly identifiable.

4.3, Each topic will e a set of land use policies relevamtthat topic. There may also be some néemd use
aspirations calle®/ 2 Y Y dzy A (i which dOnisidle? lgcal 3sues raised at community consultation thatataven
addressed by land use policies. The five topics and the policies that sit within them reflect the results from the loca
community and key stakeholder consultations, and have been developed using a wide range of available evidence
(see separate Eviahice Base document available from the APNP welbsite/.alvechurchparishplan.org

4.4, The policies in this NP relate to land use and will be used when determining planning applications within the
NP area. Theve topics contain the key aims (which will help to achieve the overall vision of the Plan), and the
policies that relate to that particular topic.

45, THE APNP MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT AS A WHOLE
46. GENERAL POLICYATIVELY INVOLVING LOCAL PEOPLE INNNNEN®. PROCESS

INFORMING THE COMMUNITY ABOUT PLANNING

4.7. Active involvement of both the Parish Council and the local community at the earliest stages of a
development proposal is important to both improving the quality of the resultant scheme and in rgdumiential
delays. Preapplication discussions give local communities the opportunity to ensure that new development meets
their aspirations and is likely to allay negative reactions to development in general.
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4.38. The involvement of communities is usuallgseas critical to the success of development and its passage
way through planning in a positive manner. This is reinforced in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
where it states at paragraph 66:

A X L AL~

4.9. G! LI AOFyida eéAfft oS tHdsddBeotly Sfcted kg théirdpidfosald fo 2valEidésigns A (i
that take account of the views of the community. Proposals that can demonstrate this in developing the design of th
YySs RS@OSt2LIYSyld akKz2dzZ R 6S f221SR 2y Y2NB Fl @2dzN> ot @&

4.10.  The Parish Council andg Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group seek to encourage applicants to undertake
pre-application consultations with local communities and stakeholders for all major development proposals. The air
of pre-application consultation is to encourage discussiorobef formal planning application is submitted. This will
enable interested parties, including communities, to have the opportunity to discuss with developers the proposals
being put forward, and to express any concerns they may have before the propasalsmitted for planning

approval. This is seen as a positive step in making the planning process more easily acceptable.

KEY AIMS RELEVANT TO THE GENERAL POLICY

KEY AIM 1: Development that meets current and future needs of all age groups in a claadgingwing
Alvechurch Parish community, whilst embracing high quality design.

KEY AIM:ZThrough providing opportunities of community participation, development within the Alvechurch Village
boundary focused on wetlesigned house building within walkaltesations of key facilities

KEY AIM 3: Developing services, facilities and amenities especially around Alvechurch Village centre that will help
improve quality of life, create a sense of wiading, promote community safety and enable active and hgalth
lifestyles for the Parish as a whole.

¢KS FdzZf f f Aad Zantehrsycdne foukdvodg®e 20y R G K S A NJ

POLICY AIMEo make sure the community is involved with parish planning by providing a sense of ownership

GENERAL POLICACTIVELY INVOL\ANOCAL PEOPLH HE
PLANNING PROCESS

Proposals for Major Developments that are accompanied by a Community Involvement Statement explaining how
the pre-application process has actively engaged the local community, the Parish Council, and key stakeholders
will be encouraged.

The Community Involvement Statement should include:
a. An explanation of how the consultation was designed to reach a broad-seati®n of local people;

b. A demonstration that a range of means was used to engage local pedplegxample a variety of publicity
and a range of ways of providing input (including the opportunity to provide-basded comments as well as
attending events in person);

c. Arecord of the views expressed by local people;

d. An explanation of how the proposals haveregpg@ SR G2 t 20Ff 1LJS2LJ SQa @ASgax
shortfalls to education or health facilities that arise from their proposal.

Background / Justification

4.11.  The definition of Major Development in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management
Pracedure) (England) Ord@015 is
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412.  For dwellings, a major development is one where the number of residential units to be constructed is 10 or
more. Where the number of residential units to be constructed is not given in the application, a site area of 0.5
hectares or more should be used as the definition of a major develop(se®.glossary for full description).

4.13. At pre-application stage, community involvement can help to inform improvements, address local concerns
and overcome or mitigate objections at ddastage. As well as consulting the local community and key

stakeholders, the applicant will also be expected to consult with the Parish Council and the relevant ward councillor
in such community engagement.

4.14.  When people are engaged in determining how tirea in which they live evolves for the future and believe
0KSe Q@S YIRS | O2ydGNRodziAzy (G2 (GKS LI IFyyAy3 LINROSaa
of ownership of their local environment. To that end this policy ensures lbcommunities will be involved at the

earliest stage in any major development proposal that may affect their locality.

TOPIC 1POLICIEBORHOUSING

KEY AIMS RELEVANT TO THE GROUP OF POLICES IN THE HOUSING TOPIC SECTION
KEY AIM 1: KEY AIM 2: KEY AKES: AIM 5: KEY AIM 6 and KEY AIM 7:

¢KS TdzZ f f Aal 2oftents ¥ad bedundorpag@e 20 Y R G K S A NJ
Introduction and Background

415, ! f SOKdzZNOK t I NRakK Aa | LXIFOS tAQSR Ay o0& pIcmm L
1,704 of tlem in Alvechurch Village boundary itself. Alvechurch Parish is a Neighbourhood Area that covers

2 AGK@oSR DNBSys .2NRSafSex 12LW22RYI w2oySeé DNBSy:s =2
high percentage of elderly residents: 29% of ourReSiy 1a I NB | 3SR 2@SNJ cn o0AGQa H
2} £ Saod bSOHSNIKSE Saa AdQa faz2 Fy INBF Faa20Ar 4GSR ¢

4.16.  Age is of real significance when you consider the parish population. Although we enjoy a Higi herne
ownership, we have a lower number of one and two bedroom properties than our neighbours in Bromsgrove town.
This is a concern for a number of our residents, who have indicated that affordable housing for young people and
families is hard to finéh Alvechurch.

4.17.  The situation is similarly challenging for our more elderly neighbours. As it appears many of the new building
developments are larger, more expensive homes; we have to consider if we have the houses appropriate for older
people. Whetherwk | @S (G KS @2dzy3a 2NJ 2f R Ay YAYRI A0Q& AYLRNII
' f SOKdzZNOK (12 GKNA@GS® 2SS (1y2g GKIFIG GKSNBEQa fAYAGSR
relatively smalscale development. Laregeale developmeronly becomes achievable if current Green Belt
02dzy RE NASa N NBZASHESROD LT GKSNB Aa yS¢ K2dzaAay3a:
Y6 Gdz2NF € o0Slkdziée FyR SyadaNB NYzyyAy3 O2 aid iCarweBopd with ainy 2
Y2NB K2dzaAy3KQ

Parish Statistics Alvechurch Parish Bromsgrove
All Ages Population (2011) 5,611 93,637
Household total dwellings (2011) 2,364 39,374
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Total Cars or vans(2011) 3,742 60,054

Fig 13. ParishStatisticiNational Census 2011

4.18.  With this as the background, there are lots of issues for us to work on if we are to achieve the right mix of
properties for our people. Most, if not all, of the information and statistics are gathered from the 2011 census, the
Worcestershire County Council (W@)parish profile and the Bromsgrove DitCouncil (BDC) evidence base.

4.19. Introduction
4.20. There is community support and need to provide a more balanced housing stock with smaller houses.

421. Some community comments

V4

A More affordable housing should be provided.
A Housing suitable for older people should be provided.
A

Housing should be provided at a scale which is appropriate to the character of the village and will
enable new residents to integrate easily into village life.

Ve

A There should be provision for those Wik strong local connection to have preferential access to
housing.

z

A New development must be integrated into the community rather than creating communities within
the community.

4.22.  For any substantial future development to take place, Ateechurchvillage boundary would need to be
enlarged through the release of land from the surrounding Green Belt through a local auikdriBreerBelt and
BromsgroveDistrictPlan review. This comes as a direct result of all previous future sites set adidieiferhousing,
in the superseded BromsgrowastrictLocalPlan 200420011, havingnow allbeendeveloped as of 2017.
4.23. At several community consultations and from results from the whole parish questionnaire, (delivered
through the Village magazine), the communmiggponses to all options on each topic were recorded.

424. TotheQuestiond2 KSNB aK2dzZ R ¢S 0dzif R YoptidndzNtBe héLgirdpaektipr]d € Kt
NEBadzZ G§a Fl@2dz2NBER WhLIiAz2zy hySQo

425, WhLIWGA2Y hyS Waill 0SRY a2 S atkaddisihouldadzedt IBtgrm gridithion 2 y €
DNBSy .Stid 2yte FRe2lFIOSyid (2 OdNNByl K2dzaSaé¢d ¢KS NB
13% neither agreed nor disagreed.

4.26.  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPRE$ a presumption ifavour of sustainable development as
does the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan 2@DB0, which highlights that new development should be located in
Alvechurch Village as it is a sustainable location.

4.27.  The adopted Bromsgrove District Plan sets the strafeggrowth within Alvechurch Village to 2030. The
SAAGNROG tftly OflFaasSa 't @dSOKdzZNOK +Affl3S a 60SAy3 «a
hierarchy (BomsgroveDistrict Plan PolicyBDP2 Settlement Hierarchy).

4.28.  Alvechurch Brish, through the APNP, is looking to plan positively to meet such future sustainable housing

growth and support district housing numbers as stated in the Bromsgrove District Local Pla20301 and will
respond positively to the need for new homes wtibat time arises.

" https://lwww.gov.uk/government/publications/nationablanningpolicy-framework-2
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Fig 14. Map of Sustainable modes of transport walking distances

4.29.  Double click on map for a larger version or open its hyperlink

4.30.  Until more modern times, most villages, including those in this parish,
have developed through incremental growth that harmonises with the existing
character of their setting and buildings. It is essential that this continues to be the
case. A good examplam be seen with the recent Mill Court development within
the Alvechurch Village Consation Area (see photo on page b1

4.31. However the Crown Meadow development shows typical influences of
20th century housing design, which has removed all trace of therkisto

enclosures and field boundaries that once would have dominated this area. This is
referred to in the AHERA document.

4.32.  The Alvechurch Pmh Design StatemeifAPDS) and thé/orcestershire County Council Alvechurch Historic
Environment Resource Assessment (AHERAJ to be considered early on in the application process. The AHERA
document is one of two villages Historic and Environmental Resource Assessments made by the archive departmer
of Worcestershire County Council and, together with the APDS, should steer developers in designing high quality
schemes for this neighbourhood area.

4.33. The APDS and AHERA set out clear design expectations and provide greater certainty for applicants about
the sort of design, which is likely to be acceptable in this neighbourhood area. The recently published Housing Whit
Paper (Feb 2017) states thét3 2 dedyn is fundamental to creating healthy and attractive places where people
I3SydzaiySte glyid (G2 fABSY FYR 6KAOK OFy OFGSNI F2NJ I ff

434. Locations for housing

Introduction to Housing Policy 1

— ll ) - Ctrland left click map for a larger on line versiaor click here
\ — Fig 15. Map of Alvechurch Village boundary
| AN < : 4.35.  The supply of new homes in Alvechurch Village and
Wig. » P i f the wider parish must be reigkd in accordance with the
\x . N *:": . distinctive features, scale and grain of the local area whilst
o _.H_ ; "’ o SN T Wt also having regard to community wishes. Housing
Bt | N _ developments must be carefully considered and will only be
M —— \H' Y . - acceptable where they reflect these principles and are
PRERENETY . o consistent with the NP taken as a whole. New development

for sustainability reasons should be located in Alvechurch
Village, with some smadicale development in the smaller settlements if and when a local need is proven.
Development shoulgrimarilymake useof brownfield sitesand complementhe existing built environment whilst
protectingandenhancinghe natural environment.

4.36. Elderly people are a growing proportion of Alvechurch population. Population projections suggest that this
trend is likely to contiue and become more pronounced. For the NP area to remain as a reasonably balanced
community, more needs to be done to also attract younger families.

4.37.  Alarge proportion of ouresidents have lived in the parish for many years, arriving with children and
remaining here long after their childn have left home. Som# these resiénts would like to downsize to smaller
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https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9-alvechurch-envelope-22-09-17.pdf

dwellingswithin easy walking distance of Alvechurch Village centre alongitwigiervice facilities. However
opportunities are limited andecent developments have tended to progithrgerfamily homeson sitesclose to the
village centre. This is considered to have been a missed opportunity to help meet our recognised need for suitably
located smaller homewith more elderly people imind. hcreasedorovision generally, but particularly @mall

sites close to the centre of Alvechurch Village, would help meet this need in a sustainable way and also potentially
freeupunder2 OOdzLIA SR WTI YAt & K2YSAaQ F2NJ e&2dzy3d Tl YAt ASa

4.38.  Support will be given tavell-designed new housing development located on brownfield sites within
Alvechurch Village settlement boundary. In the long term post 2023 it is possible that the village settlement area
could well change if land is released from the Green Belt, followiogal authority Green Belt and Local Plan
review. However, until such time, short term development for housing will be concentrated within the Alvechurch
Village settlement boundary as this is the most sustainable location and it is not located iredreBIt. If it is
decided in the future that land should be released from the Green Belt, then there will be a revisionddN\Rdo

deal with any necessary changes.

POLICY AIMAIms to support development for new housing within the Alvechurch Véktiementboundary on
suitable brownfield sites, as Alvechurch Village is the most sustainable location in the parish

POLICY H1: LOCATIONS FOR NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

Proposals for new housing development will need to show consideration to the Aingch Parish Design
Statement and the Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource Assessment and will be supported in principal if
they meet the following criteria;

a. It is located within the designated Alvechurch Village settlement boundary.

b. The redevelopmentbf brownfield land will be prioritised

C. It would not adversely impact on the existing residential amenity of adjoining occupiers
d. The Neighbourhood Plashould be used as a whale

Apart from Alvechurch Village itself, the neighbourhood area is designatedsaeen Belt. Inappropriate
development will not besupportedin the Green Belt unless very special circumstances can be demonstrated (as
set out in the NPPF, paragraphs 87 to 89).

Background / Justification

4.39. Policy Hialigns with the aims of the NPPF &hd adopted Bromsgrove District Plan 262030, as it seeks

to secure housing supply that meets local needs in the most sustainable locations. The neighbourhood area, apart
from that within the Alvechurch Village settlement boundary, is designated aan@elt. Therefore land outside of

the Alvechurch Village boundary will be restricted by national Green Belt policy.

4.40. The Alvechurch Village settlement boundary is that which is shown on the adopted District Pla8@2011
t 2t AOASA al LI Idd !Yw SBAYRYSOZYUAGEEE O2NBadeX G G A SY & KIS NY dzKd 8 NJ

want more housing or that they want further housing to be in appropriate andsm@lll {t S RS @St 2 LIYSy (
change the feel of the parish®

4.41.  Many people do not accept ehpremise that some Green Belt land may have to be released and just repeat
that it should be preserved. Some do not realise we only have a limited number of brownfield sites and those are in
the Green Belt. However, there is some indication that limitededopment around settlements may be acceptable
through a Green Belt and Local Plan review. There is strong support for this to be small inexpensive houses (excep
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at Hopwood where affordable housing has been provided in 2012). There were several conmwhés sessions
about smaller housing for the elderly.

4.42.  Consultation responses from customers at The Lounge in Alvechurch Village had a wide spread of views
about housing, but many supported building smaller houses. The Baptist Church consultation eesgrersmilar,

and specifically mention housing for the elderly. There was one response that thought house building in Alvechurch
is spoiling the traditional aura of the village, especially affordable housing and the people who live there. Another
says tle national housing shortage needs action.

443. CNRY (KS WFAGS @SydzSQ 02y adz i thdichramsity gave NdaRhs8pRort2 dzi
F2NI £ 20 GAy3 ye FdzZNIKSNI K2dzZaAy3 Ay fAYS gAGK2%I| 2dza
that disagreed. This option pports the aims of APNP Policy H1 and H2

4.44.  Option 1Developmenffirst on existing ARscfurther growth after 2023mmediately adjacent to existing
settlements

.< N No opinion

wo{ i [¢{ FTNBY 0KS ¢ :

ini trongly disagree
No opinion 0 o
Strongly agree 26 isagree
Disagree 6 Neither
Neither 4 Agree
Agree 31 Strongly agree
Strongly Qisagree 1 0 10 20 0 20
Total replies 68

Fig 16. Table showing result of one of the housing options

445.  Housing for Hopwood and Rowney Green

4.46. See Fig 18n page 32, Hopwood& Rowney Green village envelope status areas. Note Alvechurch village
area (Fig 15js not in the Green Belt howevdatopwood and Rowney Greeare completely washed over by the
Green Belt.

4.47.  Introduction to Policy H2

4.48. Hopwood and Rowney Green are classed inBh@ansgrove District Plan (20:2D30) as smaller settlements
with limited opportunities for growth and the District Council will work with neighbourhoods and consider Green
Belt land around all identified settlements in the settlement hierarchy and paésiies in Neighbourhood Plans.
This may lead to alterations to some settlement boundaries and some village envelopes where suitable sites for
development are identified.

Fig 17. Existing Affordable Housing in Hopwood built in 2012
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POLICY AIM: To maintan the size and character of Hopwood and Rowney Green whilst protecting the Green Belt

POLICY H HOUSING FOR HOPWOOD AND ROWNEY GREEN

Proposals for new housing development that are well designed for Hopwood and Rowney Green will be supported
if they show consideration for the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement and are subject to meeting the relevant
requirements set out in other policies within this Neighbourhood Plan and the adopted Bromsgrove District
Plan and where such development:

a. Is limited to gnall residential infill development and maintains the continuity of existing frontage buildings, or
is on brownfield land within the builtup area of the village where the site is closely surrounded by existing
buildings

b. Is not considered to be back gardalevelopment

c. Is consistent with the character of the locality as outlined in the Alvechurch Parish Design Stateomats
pages 2932

d. Provides at least one small home with two or fewer bedrooms for every one large dwelling with three or more
bedrooms

e. Isin suitable locations, on small infill plots giving opportunities for some wadisigned seHbuild homes

f. Is within the built up area and does not involve the outward extension of the village envelope as shown on the
adopted Bromsgrove District Plangficies map

. —=4j - . Tl

Background / Justification N |41
= v ! F II,.-
H H II' A -1 Errwiy I\ ’
4.49. Inthe adopted Bromsgrove District Plan (2€20B30), the SR e
main area of growth is stated as Bromsgrove Town with LR, L T e = (T
i = Ay e
Alvechurch Village listed as one of several larger settlemen I. s el
. s J'JL_ __1'5 - 5
for sustainable growth. f i &
-3 L=t " 4 5
. F o e, LB A V. P =
Fig 18. Map of Hopwood& Rowney Green envelope areas —F g:h'f;w}*::m v ,:;M”r*:ng,w-’l“-n
P L] | | Wy Gream
b ] e [11& =

Double click on map to enlarger clickhereto open a larger on
line version

4.50. Hopwood and Rowney Green aigtéd as small settlements with village envelopes washed over by the
DNBSY .8t FyR GEAYAGSR (2 AdAdlotd AYTFALE LE2Ga¢sz
when local people, shown by a local housing needs assessmengtadford a market value homé6licyBDP 9

Rural Exception Sites).

451. The APNP supports the policy appch ofBromsgrove District PlaPoliciesBDP2 and 9, andidds to it the
use of the APD@OLICY HDNHEB)strengthen local policy and to help presethe character of these two small
settlements. Small infill plots in suitable locations could also provide opportunities for somdesejhed selbuild
homes. ThéNeighbourhood Area has an open rural character with open land between settlements thatanak
important contribution to the rural character. Local residents expressed their strong support of maintaining this
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openness by the protection of the Green Belt. It is important that infill development does not destroy this essential
openness and doesoh adversely affect the natural beauty and landscape character of the area.

4.52.  The Neighbourhood Area already has a higher than average proportion of larger properties (70% of total
dwellings are 3 bedrooms or more, ONS 2011), which will tend to limit thergmities for downsizing. At

consultations and through resulting community feedback there was a general consensus for smaller housing for
those accessing a home for the first time and for elderly residents wishing to downsize. Hence, the policy eequests
provision is made for smaller homes

453. Affordable homes for local people
4.54.  Introduction to Policy H3

4.55. At the timeof writing (March 201Baffordable housing includes social rented, affordable rented and
intermediate housing, provided to specified eligible Bebiolds whose needs are not met by the open market.
Subject to proven local need, a limited amount of affordable housing could be provided within the Parish on small
rural exception sites, where proposals for housing would not normally be permitted.

456. Howewer the Government is proposing to amend the national planning policy definition of affordable
housing so it encompasses a fuller range of products that can support people to access home ownership (The
Housing and Planning Act 2016 received Royal AssetftbrMay 2016 and is now an Act of Parliameht

457. The Department of Communities and Local Government (DGL@G)I (W& Rrépose that the definition will
continue to include a range of affordable products for rent and for ownership for households wldserenot

met by the market, but without being unnecessarily constrained by the parameters of products that have been used
in the past which risk stifling innovatian @

4.58. Development should also follow the guidelines set out in the NPPF paragraphs®@and 94 to 55 and be
subject to meeting the relevant requirements set out in the other policies within this Neighbourhood Plan.
Development should also be compliant with the adopted Bromsgrove District Plar22301

459. Affordable housing according to CPRE &hatdvhich is provided to L3 Aurorage sarrings
eligible households whose needs cannot be met by the open market. EIigibiIityfis;
determined by local incomes and local house prices. Tenants renting

accommodation from a housing association, local authority or landowner can "
expect to pay between 40% and 80% of the open marketeprice i

.....

Fig 19. National Average earnings ONS 2011

4.60. The need for affordable housing is more acute in rural areas than in many urban areas due to the lower
average wages of rural dwellers, as well as the redadtadable housing stock, as the charts on this page
demonstrate (humbers are the most recent available).

4.61. The lack of affordable housing in rural towns and villages has led to an increase in the average age of
residents; leading communities to become thegerve of wealthy commuters and retirees. Between the 2001 and
2011 censuses, the median age of the rural population of England and Wales rose from 42 to 45, while the
equivalent in urban areas rose from 36 to 37.2

® Housing and Planning Act 2016
° The Department of Communities and LoGalvernment (DCLG)
1 CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural England
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4.62.  Rural exception sites arise wheregesific local housing need has been demonstrated, and a landowner is
willing to provide some land at significantly less cost than on the open housing market. This would be on condition
that the homes built will remain affordable and available to local pedap need, in perpetuity. This would be

brought forward in conjunction witlBromsgrove District CouncBD(Q and an appropriate housing association.

4.63. Impacts on biodiversity and historic environment are uncertain as no specific sites are identified at the
moment in July 2017. These impacts would be mitigated by othi@ig®in this NP and the Bromsgrdvistrict

Plan. If sites are then identified in the future the requirements for an assessment of environmental impacts would
likely need to be determing: Impacts on land use are also uncertain, as while the policy says brownfield sites will
take priority, no sites as yet have been identified, so there could be an impact on the countryside and Green Belt.

4.64. Although GENERAL POL1®6uld ensure that ther is a formal preapplication consultation process on any
major sites planned for development, Polld@is strengthened by ensuring local people are informed and given an
opportunity to consult at an early stage, prior to the development of a formal ptenapplication.

POLICY AlMo provide small scale affordable housing developments on rural exception sites for those with a local
connection as identified through specific local needs surveys and through the Home Choice Plus scheme in
consultation with he community

POLICY H3: AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON RURAL EXCEPTION SIT
THE GREEN BELT

When suitable rural exception sites have been identified for small scale affordable housing through cooperation
with the local community, land owners, Alvechurch Pdri€ouncil and Bromsgrove District Council (see
Community Action 1); proposals for smaitale affordable housing developments on the identified sites will be
supported in principle, subject to the following criteria:

a. Ensuring that local people are inforchand given an opportunity for consultation at an early stage, prior to
the development of a formal planning application

b. Redevelopment of brownfield land will take priority as sites are identified

C. Proposals that cannot easily access local services arlit palnsport will not be supportedinless sufficient
infrastructure can be provided to make tlsehemesustainable

d. They comprise no more dwellings than a local need survey identifies

e. The proposal contributes to meeting the affordable housing needs oflpesith a very local connection as
identified by BDC and the preferred housing association

f. The development is appropriate in terms of its scale, character and location to the settlement to which it is

associated and complies with the design principlesioed in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement

The development should be a complete scheme identified through a local needs survey

h. Development will be encouraged if it includes a proportion of \@elligned dwellings that meet the needs of
elderly peopleand those with disabilities

=

Open marké housing will only be supportedvhere such development can be demonstrated to be essential to
ensure delivery of affordable housing as part of the same development proposal #maiuld comprise no more
than 10dwellings in total(unless a proven need dictates a larger numherhe affordable homes should not be
visibly distinguishable in build or character from any @ite market value homes that may be required for the
viability of the development.
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Background / Jatification to policy H3

4.65. The community have expressed a desire for affordable housing for young people with local connections that
cannot afford to buy a house in the parish of Alvechurch.

4.66. The 2011 national census revealed that the Neighbourhood Arearhageing population. To ensure the
sustainability of the area it was considered by a number of people at consultations that a good age range including
young families and older people is hecessary. Consequently affordable homes to house this age rbhage will
required.

4.67.  Any new housing development in the Neighbourhood Area will be limited because of the Green Belt policy
constraint. There is no site of any real size left that is not subject to Green Belt policy and given that the reserved

building plots seaside for future development have been or are in the process of being developed, no substantial

site is available for further development post 2023.

4.68.  Although policy APNBeneralPolicy 1 ensures there is a formal fpplication consultation process aites
planned for development together witAPNP Polici3 this ensures that local people are informed and given an
opportunity to consult at an early stage on rural site locations.

469. Housing Design Principles
4.70.  Introduction

4.71.  Polices in Alvechurch Parish will encage the provision of new housing in order to meet Local District Plan
targets. Necessary infrastructure will need to accompany future housing, be sited in the most suitable and
sustainable location, and developed in a sustainable manner through quesitgrd

4.72. Development is encouraged to improve movement into, and around the Alvechurch Village centre, by
promoting cycling, walking and ease of access for those with restricted mobility. See CWISngoladking
strategy! on pages 76 to 76f the EvidaceBase Summary document, and the footnaieow.

4.73.  Proposals should also encourage development that strengthens sport, recreation, play and culture, by
providingwelRSa A A3y SR K2dzaAy 3 GKIG LINRPGSOGa yR SyKFyOSa i

474, AsYSY A2y SRuedfgrK& | F &zl UL 9, qualyydesigdl pBy a significant role in our policies
leading to a better Alvechurch Parish. At public consultations, the community preference shown was for housing to
be limited to developments witl majority of properties being for one, two and three bedrooms aimed especially

for those accessing housing for the first time and for some properties for elderly residents wishing to downsize.

4.75.  Alvechurch is a beautiful parish with many fine buildingg Alvechurch Village community has strong

views that the NP should ensure future development reflects its heritage and sense of place, and that any new
development in the wider parish area should also acknowledge the character of the countryside, and show
sensitivity to its environment. The Parish Council acknowledges the duty this puts upon it, and the expectation of
guality and sustainability in any new build.

4.76.  Previous consultations with developers have revealed that there is joint benefit if the Neusetmmmurity
expectations. Policy APNP ektablishes a framework to guide all future housing developments. Individual site
design and access statements will be required from every developer proposing to build any major development of 1
or more houses o sites located within this Neighbourhood Plan Area. Policy ARNR Housing Design Principles

is the foundation upon which these should be based.

1 Cycling and walking investment strateggOV.UK
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4.77.  The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built environment, as stated in the NPPF:
0Gaood design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is indivisible from good planning, and should contribute
positively to making places better forpeople 6 bt t CZ LtiNdpartait toJlanpasitivelyifor the
achievement of high quality a@nnclusive design for all development, including individual buildings, public and

LINA Gl S aLl O0Sa I yR ¢ARMNRPH paladgrapiB)dSt 2 LIYSy i a0KSYSa oé
478. {2YS 2F (KS yS6SNI K2dzaAy3d FNRY GKS wmpcnQa @ngté | NF
in keeping with the rural locality and does not reflect the character of many villages in the surrounding area. For
future development proposals, there is an opportunity to enhance the built environment and improve the quality of
the design aesthetiwithin Alvechurch Village.

4.79. The APNP will use the role of design to deliver sustainable development and improve the quality of place fol
our communities. Importantly for neighbourhood planning, design also inspires and encourages people to
participate in he planning process.

4.80. ¢KS 5SaArdy |/ 2dzafadddesigniso St AS@Sa GKIFdG a g —— '
fundamental to successful neighbourhood planning. Good design makes
neighbourhoods more sustainable, adaptable and resilient and creates
places whergeople want to live and woék ®

Fig 20. Example of sympathetic rural design

4.81. The Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) and the latest
Worcestershire County Council (AHERA) documents provide detailed |
evidence that should be used by developers when they consider the design
details for their propsals. Evidence of their use will be encouraged at -
planning application stage (further information on these resources can bes
found in topic 2: Heritage, Desigimd the Natural Environment).

POLICY AlMo provide housing designed to be special, even amisitwhile having regard to the surrounds

POLICY 4 HOUSING DESIEBRINCIPLES

1 Development proposals within the Neighbourhood Area that demonstrates high quality design will be
encouraged. This means responding to and integrating with local surroundangslandscape context as
gStt +a GKS SEAAGAY3 odAfld Sy@ANRYYSyidod t NRLRAI
vdzZl f AGe 5SaAdayQo

2 Proposals should respond to and reflect the identity of the local setting by way of height, scale, spacing,
layout, design and materials of building except where the surrounding local built character would be
appropriate for more innovative buildings.

3 Proposals are encouraged to use locally sourced indigenous materials (including Alvechurch red brick,
where approgiate), and incorporate suitable local detailing regarding the local building style to enhance
the sense of place as indicated in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) and the Alvechurch
Historic Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA).

4 Developmen, which proposes innovative design, will be expected to respect and take account of local
heritage and character.

5 Development that fails to take the opportunities available for enhancing the local character and quality of
the areaand the way it functiors will not be supported.

6 On schemes of more than 10 dwellings large areas of uniform type and size will not be acceptable.
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7 Planning proposals for new housing development will be expected to consider and take account of the
following:

I. They respect the tditional character of a place and take into cm®sation its history, geology,
transportation links and natural landscape

Il. They respect prevailing size, layout and access of existing nearby properties and development pattern that i
in keeping wih the Avechurch rural locality.

. They respect and follow established building lines and street scene arrangements for front gardens; walls;
railings; hedges and gateways, as suggested in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS)

Iv. Garden sizes should reflecth character and be proportionate to meet the amenity requirements
commensurate to the size of dwelling and number of bedrooms

v. Driveways and entrances that reflect the surrounding street scene and respect local character

vi. New housing development is desighto meet the requirements d¢{ S O dzNB R @ éninifiSedhe 3 y Q
likelihood of crime and/or fear of crime

vil. New housing developments will be encouraged to achieve the highest standBrdldihg for Lif& to
secure better design in the neighbourhood area

Viil. Extensions to properties should be of a subordinate scale to the original building

IX. Any necessary street and extal lighting is positioned and directed to minimise adverse impact on amenity
2F YySAIKo2dzZNAYy3I NBAARSYyGa yR aKz2dAZ R O2YLX & gAGK (K
[ AAKGAY 3 t NP FHRabBadkgolndintoationir justétion below).

8Where a Design and Access Statement is required it should give a clear vision of the type of place that could be
created by considering the local character and needs of the Neighbourhood Area and showing how the
development will:

a. Use lochbuilding materials that are wherever possible, indigenous, have a natural harmony with the
landscape, and which are selected with care to ensure they complement existing surrounding dwellings

b. Promote, where feasible, waste water management both in eespf sustainable drainage and water
capture (for use in activities such as gardening or vehicle washing
Maximise the use of renewable energy opportunities offered by a particular site

d. Where feasible installing solar panels on new build and retrofittémgwable energy solutions to existing
developments and structures

e. Reducing the risk of fuel poverty by improving thermal efficiency

f. Integrate new homes into the existing built environment and design a pedestrian and cycle friendly
neighbourhood

g. Provide acess to local facilities and public transport links via convenient, direct paths with dropped kerbs
adzZA G 6t S FT2NJ OKAf RNBY Q& LlzZAKOKFANBIE ¢KSSt OKI AN d
scooter

h. Design streets in a way that encages low vehicle speeds and allows them to function as shared spaces
where appropriate

CONT.

2 The official UK Police flagship initiative combining the principles of 'desigaingime’ with physical security

13 Building for Life 128 12) is the industry standard for the design of new housing developments.

YeKS LyadAalddziazy 2F [AIKGAYI tNRFSaarAzylfaQ O6L[tO
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http://www.securedbydesign.com/
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/guide/building-life-12-third-edition
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i. Design streets that accommodate somesireet parking to prevent anocial parking on footways, and
allow for trees and planting to reduce the visual impactdf NJ] SR @OSKAOf S&a ¢gKAfald K
08 RSaA3aIyQ LINRYOALX Sa

j. Provide gragesset back from the street frontagenddesigned to reflect the architectural style of the house
they serve

k. Where appropriate povide parkingspacedocated in between duses (ather than in front) so that vehicles
do not dominate the street scene

I t NEPGARS | LIINPLINARIFGS FNBFa 2F OKAfRNByQa L) Ie& &Ll

9 The WCC ALVECHURCH HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RESOURCE ASSESSMENT and The ALVECHURC
DESIGN STATEME#EuUmMents should be used in conjunction with policy APR8&licy H4to ensure the character

FYR ljdz2h fAGe 2F GKS tIFINRAKQa KAaU2NRO SYy@ANRBYYSyld Aa
documents that should be used by developers as desigignce when they are considering how to design
development for the Neighbourhood Area. Evidence of their use will be expected at planning application stage.

Background/Justification

4.82. Itis important to achieve a balance of allowing new design and innovativlst protecting the existing
RAAGAYOGADS OKIFNFOGSNI 2F GKS AdzZNNRdzyRAYy3 o0dzAf G Sy oda
variety of architectural styles in the Neighbourhood Area and, apart from one block of maisonette afordabl
housing and a couple of three storeys early 19th century listed farm buildings; the majority of buildings comprise
two storey residential properties.

4.83.  Our policies are not designed to unduly restrict development. Instead they challenge developersdo deli
innovative development of high quality design that responds to the surroundings as stated in the AHERA document
and the APDS, and is appropriate for future parish residents. The APDS and the AHERA set out clear design
expectations for the eighbourhoodarea. APNP Poli¢y4 encouragedevelopers to use these design guides when
designing schemes for the neighbourhood area, as the documents will give greater certainty to developers about th
sort of design that is likely to be acceptable.

4.84. Inresponse to th recently published Housing White Paper (Feb 2017), the use of the widely accepted desig!
A0FYRINR W.dZAfRAY3 F2NI[ATFTSQ gAff 0S SyO2dz2N» 3SR 4KS
the neighbourhood ared? (Fixing our broken housi market, White Paper published Feb 2017, page 30, and

LI NF AN LK mPdncvd® bt By@nchitadidg godd dedign, planping dliciesi addidécisions should
limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsicdkrk landscapes and nature
conservatiog @

4.85.  Alvechurch is a rural parish and many residents at consultations expressed a desire to maintain the rural
nature of its main village and smaller settlements and, where possible, prevent light pollution angingrea
urbanisation. Information for lighting in rural setting can be found on the website of The Institution of Lighting
Professionals (ILBY®a | y Qa Ay @SyidAz2y 2F I NIAFAOAIf fAIKGmKI & R2
environment but, if noproperly controlled, obtrusive light (sometimes referred to as light pollution) can present
serious physiological and ecological problémso L [ t 0 @

486. Policy APNPI4will be used in conjunction with other policies in the Neighbourhood Plan when assessing
proposals for housing development. In particular, development proposals will also need to be in accordance with
L2 f AOASE &aSi 2dzi Ay ¢2LIAO v WISNRGIFIISsT 5SaAdyicedsyR

15 hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixinepur-brokenhousingmarket

'® The Institution of Lighting Professionals (ILP)
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Sustainable development througdesign

4.87. Introduction

4 # 4 Evvmarr brvgg =
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The Principles of Sustainable Development

4.88.  Sustainability of an area should mean planning positively for the future that makes things better for
residents and visitors alike, it is to encourage improvement and not add to any existing deficiencies. To achieve this
polices wihin the APNP will encourage development that not only meets District Plan targets but ensures the
necessary infrastructure and community facilities are provided to support it. This ensures that decisions taken today
do not have unreasonably negative effecn our future generations.

POLICY AIMo encourage sustainable development that improves and enhances the existing way of life, and
provides for a better future in the parish and, promotes zero carbon methods over the life time of the APNP

POLICY H5: STAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH DESIGN

A. Developers will be encouraged to demonstrate how th@roposal will achieve a high level of
environmental sustainability in terms of design and construction. Proposals of 10 or more dwellings will be
required to submitr  W{ dza Gl Ayl oAt AGe {GFraSYSydQ 4G LIXIFYyyAy3a | L

B. Proposals should identify the risk of surface water flooding specifically, and if necessary developing a
surface water management plan.

C. New developments should minimise water use and incorpagavaste water management and Sustainable
Drainage Schemes (Sub’S)

D. Low or zero carbon emission schemes will be encouraged.

E. To limit visual impact and support the diversion of food and water waste the following items should also
be encouraged early in # design process and integrated into the overall scheme sympathetically:

A Bin stores and recycling facilities

A Cycle store

A Rainwater storage butts and compost bins to encourage green lifestyles
A Compost bin

A\ Flues and ventilation ducts must be mirged through good design

F. External lighting inappropriate and badly designed external lighting of development that masks views of the
night sky or negatively impacts on sites of biodiversity will be discouraged. Light glare and spillage must be
minimised through good design.

7 hitp:/iww.bgs.ac.uk/suds/
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Background / Justification

4.89.  Sustainable design is covered by national standards. In Alvechurch Parish we want to encourage developer
to go beyond the national standard and build exemplary sustainable hontestaer types of buildigs.Building

new homes that meet the dégn standards of Lifetime Homaesll be supported, sethe standards website is

provided for more clarity on this matteiink to the Lifetime Homes website

4.90. On majorsites, a sustainability statement should be used to outline the proposed strategy for meeting
energy and sustainability requirements as set out by BromsgRistrict Council, including:

Proposals thateflect highquality development through improving digin quality for its rural setting
Minimising waste;

Enhance or increase biodiversity

Reduce the risk of flooding where necessary

Pollution and air quality

Building lifetime homes

-0 o0 o

4.91.  Energy use in buildings accounts for almost half of all CO2 emissions.ig haropportunity for new

dwellings to be designed to reduce energy use and, where possible, generate some energy from renewable source
There is also an opportunity to improve the sustainability of the parish as a whole, not just in terms of energy use
but also in the broader senséncluding things such as walking and cycling.

4.92.  When commenting on development proposals the Parish Council will take a positive approach that reflects
the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in théoNat Planning Policy Framework. The
Parish Council will work proactively with applicants to find joint solutions to secure development that improves the
economic, social and environmental sustainability of the parish area.

A MIX OF HOUSING

Introduction to Policy H6

493, ¢KSNB gl a yS3ariarodsS FSSRol 01 SELINBaaSR Ay 0O2YYdzy A
large houses continually being built in our area over the years. These have been to the detriment of delivering a mi
of housing that is affordale to the local community.

494, ¢ KS . NP Ya3NRIASaK BSRKEIGNRKIGA (1 K HaweveR ikis/iporfanf to hdteNdat3 NI
Bromsgrove has a high proportion of large 4 and 5 bedroom homes. In order to help redress the balance between
largehomes currently available and the ageing population there needs to be a significant change in building pattern
I ONR & a (&8 Pobcyk BDPRIoGing Mix and Density requinés at NP L2 al £ & F2 NJ K2 dza A
of identified housing needs terms of the size and type of dwellings. To ensure mixed and vibrant communities are
created development proposals need to focus on delivering 2 and 3 bedroom properties. On schemes of 10 or mort
dwellings it is accepted that a wider mix of dwelling typeay be required

4.95.  Our prescription for housing mix is informed by application ofBnhemsgroveDistrict Plan policies to our

Parish housing situation and what our parishioners have said in our consultation sessions. We will allow at the time
of a reviewof our NP a change in the mix if future conditions in the parish point to it. We do not take théraew
leavingthe market to determine the mix necessarily ensures the desired outcameyidencedby the excess of

larger housing types proposed or lun the district in recent years.
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4.96.  APNP Policy H6 will help to ensure that future housing development delivers a better balanced mix of
property types, sizes and tenures to meet the housing needs specific to Alvechurch Parish in the future, considering
market requirements at that time

4.97. POLICY AIMIo encourage sustainable development of a more suitable mix of property and tenures as
supported by the community including an element of affordable housing. The policy aims to help those accessing tf
market fa the first time and to also provide housing for older residents wishing to downsize from their current home:
and free up larger houses for growing families.

POLICY H6: PROVIDING A MIX OF HOUSING TYPES AND SIZES

1. Developments of 10 or more dwellgs shall provide a mix of house types and garden space that is
proportionate to the dwelling. New housing shall be well designed in scale, form and character to meet the
needs of current and future households in the Neighbourhood Area.

2. Development ofl1l or more dwellings will be required to include an element of affordable housing in
accordance with the NPPF and the adopted BDP 22230 PolicyBDR Affordable Housingvhere viable.
Affordable dwellings should not be visibly distinguishable in builddraracter from any orsite market value
dwelling.

3. Proposals for developments of 10 or more dwellings should seek to achieve the following mix unless viability,
market requirements at that time or other material considerations show a robust justificatifam a different
mix:

a. Overall up to 10% of new dwellings should aim to have 1 bedroom

b. 40% should aim to have 2 bedrooms with an element of ground floor single level dwellings to meet the
needs of the elderly and people with disabilities

c. 40%should aim to have 3 bedrooms

d. Up to 10% should aim to have 4 or more bedrooms.

4. The mix will be informed by the latest Strategic Housing Market Assessment anddaal documents and
evidence for example, Neighbourhood Plans, Parish Surveys, Parish Plartal Authority plans and
RSOSt 2LISNBRQ | aaSaaySydao

Background / Justification

4.98. The Neighbourhood Area already has a higher than average proportion of larger properties, which will tend
to limit the opportunities for downsizing (see the introductory pgitaphs of this Topic 1). There was also a general
consensus for smaller housing for those accessing a home for the first time and for elderly residents wishing to
downsize.

499. ¢CKS O2YYdzyAile akKz2ga I RSAANB T2N &Yheflovs dlBrtiler 2 NB N
house price to earnings ratio was 8.89 in Bromsgrove District; significantly greater than the national ratio at 6.45 an
the Worcestershire ratio of 7.43. It is clear that Bromsgrove is far in excess of the national ratio and it Bighlight
AAIYATAOIYG O2y&aGNIAYG 2y LIS2LX S4aQ loAtArAde d2 | 60084
2dz0AONRA LAY 3T S NyAy3da AyONBlFasSaéo

'8 Amion Housing Needs AssessmeReport in response to Inspebld® 3 L v (i S NJX28th August@01dza A 2 v &
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4100. ¢KS W!I YA2Y | 2dZAAYESDIESRIRAAY ANBaBRYEHFE (12 Lyalgsod 2N
HAaMn QY YIE1Sa Ad OftSFENIGKFEG Ay . NRYAIANRGS K2dzaS LINRO
an average (median) gross annual income of £23%364any young residents wanting to buy a property in

Alvechurch on their own wititruggle to access anything other than affordable rented (2 bed dwelling) and social
rented properties without considerable deposits.

Affordability Benchmark Annusl iicome required in

Bromsgrove
To Purchase LQ house (10% deposit) £38,375
To Privately Rent LQ 2 bed dwelling (25% income) £27,034
Privately Rent 3 bed dwelling (25% income) £33.142
To access a 2 bed Aﬂfnrdable Rent (80% of market £21 627
value) dwelling (25% income) '
To access a 3 bed Affordable Rent (80% of market £26.513

value) dwelling (25% income)
To aceess a Social Rent dwelling (25% income) £16,628
Table 3.1: Affordability benchmarks — Annual Income required

Fig 21. Affordability benchmarksnnual income required

4.101. Figure 21 above is from th&mion Housing Needs Assessmefeporty’ NB & LR2y aS G2 Ly &Ll
Conclusions29th August 2014ee footnoteis on page 4Xor details of the report.

4.102. The adopted Bromsgrove District Plan identifies a need for two and three bedroomed properties in the
district. The APNP seeks, based om Wiorcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2012 and the Amion
Housing Needs Assessment report 2014, a proportion of smaller housing fainfiesbccupiers and single story
dwellings with some outdoor space for eldresidents Throughout constations, affordable housing was one of the
key issues identified by local residents for the parish, with the view that development should consist of an element
of small and affordable homes.

4.103. The Worcestershire Strategic Market Housing Assessment 2012/08H/52012/13) in the penultimate
paragraph on page 106 statesiThe demographic trends in household formation, particularly a large proportion of
one person households, are one factor that will have an impact on the types and sizes of properties ceheired (
factors will include income and availability of loan capital). This coupled with the expectations and aspirations of
households means getting the right mix of housing is of great importance. The 2011 Census data has allowed us to
explorethe latestk  y3Sa 2F RSY23INI LIKAO&a GSNRB Ofz2asSte FyR 02Y

4104. | 2YAARSNAY3I (GKS OKIFy3IAYy3I yIFGdaNE 2F K2dz&aSK2f R 0O2)
illustrates that the County, and each of the component Local Authorities, are lilksglg tocontinued growth in single
person and couple households, with a relatively small increase in family housé&holds.

At community presentations the option shown below was well supported:
4.105. Consultation questionnairéption:

4.106. Where should future housing &? Additional housing limited to small inexpensive houses if Green Belt has
to be used?

' hitp://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/pub.housing.org.uk/Home_Truths 2017 West Midlands.pdf

2 Eepruary 2012gva.co.uk page 171.
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4.107. From those community consultationtte results for the above option showed 67% agreed and 22% were
against, 11 % neither agreed nor disagre@BNP Policy Hfonformsto higher authority policies by encouraging
future housing development of a suitable nokdwellingsthat will meet the needs of the Alvechurch Parish
community asa whole. APNP H&ill help to deliver more small and medium houses in the arbauses tlat

families and younger people want and could afford, anthe forour ederly residentsas the community mentioned

to members of the Steeringroup at several community consultations. Several participants at the Baptist Church
sessions stressall (i KS FTRNS R 2NB K2dzaAy3d F2NJ 6KS St RSNI e¢ o

4.108. The 2012 Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SkitdAifies that the proportion of

older person households (those over the current working age) is forecast to grow from 21.4% to around 33% of the
total population. This analysis suggests that there will be high demand for smaller properties suitable for meeting
the needs of older person households.

4.109. Delivering a wide choice of homes by type and of good quality is essential to support sustainable mixed and
inclusive communities. In Alvechurch this will underpin avaldnced population that is vital to the ongoing
GAlLoAtAGE 2F 201t aSNWAOSa yR GKS LINRPALISNARGe 27F i
population.

4.110. If any development opportunities should arise, evidence from the Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market
Assessment, community consultations and the Amion Housing Needs Assegsmn8nitJ2 NIi Ay NBalLRy a
Interim Conclusions , 29th August 2014 suppbet view that accommodation should be one or a combination of

the following smaller types:

a. Affordable housing for rental or shared ownership only by those with a local connection
b. Properties aimed at those elderly residents downsizing, young families st-fime buyers, with an
emphasis on smaller houses of the two to three bedroom variety
c. Properties built to the new technical standards, with a proportion of ground floor singterey dwellings
located close to key facilities suitable for more eldengsidents.
4.111. There is a requirement in the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan to provide up to 40% affordable units on
Greenfield sites or any site accommodating 200 or more dwellings. The District Council will seek to negotiate the
mix of affordable housintgnures on individual schemes taking into account local needs, the housing mix in the local
area and the impact on viability?6licy BDP8 Affordable HousjngAffordable units will be provided for those
individuals in housing need as agreed by th¥CBChize based Letting Schenoe updated evidence

4.112. Comments received from local residents at various consultations throughout2@14£ and in the parish
guestionnaire, included concerns that housing should be for local people. Those considered prioritydifickide
time buyers, young families, the disabled, and provision made to include some housing suited to older people.

4113. New housing, improved services and facilities

4.114. Introduction
: o lt = p s 4.115. Map of Indoor community facilities & parking
T -~ L
B IR 5 b Double click on the map or Ctrl clickrefor a larger version of
— 'l — :'_E- - * _;__
Foa | IS rf >\ ; ; the ma

| Avehisich s dessi . T X 3
| Companiry Faciboes | i, -y - .J“'F &
| arsdt Pariing i bt i

9 4.116. There are two schools in the parish: Crown Meadow
a1 First School and Nursery, and Alvechurch Ghof&England
g Middle School.
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4.117. In 2017, school places for local children have not always been available, with some having to take places
outside of the parish due to lack of places. As the parish population grows over the NP period and beyond, it is vital
that our schools are able to offer sufficient places to cater for that growth. There may be circumstances leading to ¢
need for building expansion esite or even relocation to be considered to meet the required dghoiw pupil

numbers.

4.118. Itis understood byhe community that population growth resulting from future major development post
2023, will put even more pressure on education, medical care and allied services already near to capacity in 2017.
The Parish Council through the NP will work with the ratewalth and education bodies and local authorities to
mitigate any such shortfalls. This will include the use of developer contributions through Section 106 and@ILL (if a
policyhas been implemented and adopted by Bromsgrove District Council atirtnet

4.119. A NEW APPROACH TO DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS

4.120. A REPORT BY THE CIL REVIEW TEAM SUBMITTED OCTQ®EBSH@1BnkYSUBMITTED OCTOBEESPY Oul
report also seeks to make the delivery of infrastructure at a neighbourhood level more certain and better directe
to the items of infrastructure that really matter. By-a#firming the role of Section 106 contributions, we enhance
the opportuniy for local people to engage with developers over the community benefits that might be gained
from development when the proposals are being de¥ised

4.121. The community has shown a wish to retain the small number of retail premises in Alvechurch Village centre
@S0G RSaANBa (G2 AYLINRGS GKS 221 FyR (Ge8LJS 2F G4K2a$sS S
through the Parish Council working with developers and the local authorities, using good design principles and
policies to enhance the vii&y and vability of Alvechurch Village.

4.122.

POLICY AIMo encourage safe, accessible, adequate and sustainable community services and facilities especially
around Alvechurch Village centre to meet the future needs of parish residents. Developers willibegeddo
lessen any negative impact on health or educational services and facilities.

POLICY H7: NEW HOUSING, IMPROVED SERVICES AND FACILITI

A. Where the need is identified, ppposals for housing developmenishat make provision for new or improved
senices am facilities, will be considered favourably
B. Contributions will be required as appropriate from each developer to fuady identified additional need for
healthcare, education, leisure facilities, green infrastructure, highways and transportatiime upgraded, or
additional, local facilities or services to be considered include:
a. Middle School expansion
Primary School expansion
Health care measures
+Aff13S OSYGNB GNIX YO YIylF3aSYSyid AYLNRGSYSyda
Support for public transport services
Additional car parking capacity
Allotment provision
More recreational public open space
i Conservation of the natural environment, and
J- The creation and maintenance of riverside, cas@le and countryside public footpaths.
(No priority is implied by this list, which will vary over time)
CONT.

Se *eoo0C
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C. Measures to mitigate the adverse impact of the development will be provided and /or secured byrpian
obligationswhere remedying these impacts is necessary to make development acceptable in planning terms;
where the remedy is directly related to the development and where it is fairly and reasonably related in scale
and kind to the development. Suabbligations should also be in accordanaeith PolicyBDP 6 Infrastructure
Provision

D. Development that would have an unaccep&e impact will not be supported

Background / Justification

4.123. As mentioned, community have concern regarding negative effeg¢ta @ousing could have on school
places, medical services and added to an increase in traffic related issues.

4.124. Through discussions with the schools and medical centre there is evidence of current pressure on educatior
and health facilities; this will inease as upcoming major housing developments are built and occupied. In addition,
as explained in the commentary on policies for the local economy there is a wish to locally retain and create more
jobs. This means making improvements to better support Ibaalnesses, including attracting more visitors and
tourists. Adding the listed requirements will support both parts of the above objective.

Ve

A Proposals for new housing in Alvechurch must ensure that the new homes are well integrated with the
existing villag. This integration could be achieved by a number of means including:

A Better provision of high speed broadband and improvements to electronic connectivity for the outlying areas
of the parish.

A Encouraging joined up and integrated transport systems thraagiperation with Worcestershire County
Council and service providers. This should include safe, direct routes for pedestrians and cyclists to the rest
of the village and its centre in particular.

A Encouraging new facilities that can be shared with the @iwoimmunity including the smaller settlements
e.g. improved open spaces or better retail, sporting and social outlets connecting new and old together via
sustainable transport methods, extensions provided to existing schools and medical facilities mvis@®p
of new schools or new medical centres.

4.125. The NP cannot propose lafuge policies on the Green Belt at this time to resolve these important local
issues but it does recognise the urgent need to support the schools and plan for their future. Alheehtish

Council will begin this consultation at the earliest possible opportunity with a view to formally advancing proposals
relating to healthcare and educational use of land in the village, particularly land in the vicinity of the Birmingham
Road, to he appropriate authorities as additions to the APNP.

4.126. Not all of these improvements can be addressed by land use policy. However the NP proposes to achieve
some if not all of these aspirations through discussions and cooperation between Alvechurch Banish ©cal
authorities, education and healthcare providers, and the applicant abpmication stage.

4.127. This must be carried out through projects'®r 2 Y Y dzy A (i.&or théHodshgy Tofihese non
statutory Community Actions follow in this nexdction and on the following page.

4.128. A typical canmunity comment summed this up:

4.129. OExtra housing would put a strain on health and education facilities of the patish
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NON STATUTORY COMMUNITY ACTIONS FOR THE HOUSING TOPIC

Community Projects identified in th®raft Plan
Delivering the vision and key aig€ommunity Actions

Through the process of developing the Neighbourhood Plan some areas of community concerns cannot be coverec
by planning policy however as part of the Neighbourhood Planning process they®dn2 YS W/ 2 Y Y dzy A (i &
l OUA2YyaQkLINRP2SO0Ga adzLIL2NISR o6& ! f OSOKdAzZNODK tF NRaAK / 2
other local organisations. Eight Community Actions have been identified as part of the preparation of this
Neighbourhod Plan, these are described at the end of each Topic Policy section to which they relate.

A list of community priorities has been created through the consultation process and the development of the draft
policies. These cannot be addressed through landpadieies nor can they be delivered by the Neighbourhood Plan
Group. Local Organisations are invited to get involved with delivering these PrdjeeseCommunity Actioeare

found after the policy topisections to which they relate.

COMMUNITY ACTIQINAIM: To bring community views and wishes to Bromsgrove District council if particular
local needs arise for small scale affordable housing in rural areas

COMMUNITY ACTION 1: RURAL EXCEPTION SITES

The Parish Council will work positively and proactiveljth the local community and Bromsgrove District Council
to identify suitable rural exception sites for smadicale affordable housing development when there is a proven
local need.

If sites are identified through community and local authority cooperatiamthe future, the requirements for an
assessment of environmental impacts would need to be determined to consider the impact on biodiversity and
historic environment

COMMUNITY ACTIONAZM: To secure funding to maintain, enhance and add the essemfiastructure and
community facilities to meet the needs of parish residents, support local businesses, and the needs of those from tt
GARSNI OF GOKYSyYyd FNBI RSLISYRSyil 2y ! f @SOKdZNOKQa =+Af €

COMMUNITY ACTION 2: PLANNINGURE EDUCATION

The Parish Council will work with the associated trust/academy boards and the local authority to ensure that
there are sufficient school places, and that admission policies are such that the schools will accommodate:

a. Pupilsfrom within the NP area as a priority
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b. Those who wish to attend but live outside the NP areas that are either already within the system or have
siblings already in the system.

a Creating a sustainable well designed community
a Encouraging more play anghen spaces
a Protection and enhancement of important community

facilities; like the school and medical services; infrastructure;
environmental and historical assets

a The parish will become an area that is attractive for people to
live in, work in and visfor current and future generations

i &
R

Fig 22. The new school facade
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TOPIC 2POLICES FOR HERITAGE, DESIGN AND THE NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT

Introduction:

KEY AIMS ASSOCIATED WITH POLICES IN:TOPIC 2

KEY AIM 1: KEY AIM 4: KEY AIM 6: KEY AIM 7: KEY AIM

4130.¢ KS FdzZA f f A&G 2oRtent ¥ad Be fdurid ¥rip@ge POy R G K S A NJ

| 4.131. People associated with Alvechurch Parish are privileged to
enjoy a quality of life that mixes the benefits of pleasant villages and
hamlets surrounded by attractive countrysidehrin native animal and
plant life. This mix is enhanced by a wide range of historic and
characterful buildings and monuments.

Fig 23. Old houses Red Lion Street

4132. ¢ KS LI NRAaAK Ffaz2 Kra | /2yasSND
i and Alvechurch (Allichurch) Deer Parknadl as Bordesley Park, which

1 was associated with the clog® former Bordesley Abbey. They include
ancient green amenity spaces and farmland.

4.133. The parish is well served by traditional farmsteads, which contribute to local distinctiveness and the varied
chaNl OGSNJ 2F 2dzNJ LI NAaKQa O2dzyiNBEAARS o6& NBTFiESOUGAy3a
farming practices. The future of the majority of historic farm buildings however is now increasingly dependent on
diversification and new rolesutside mainstream agricultural use. The popularity of the area and its setting has
brought with it the threat of oveR S @St 2 LIYSy i ® LT AdQa y2d YIylF3aSR 02 NN
existing heritage, amenity and character.

4.134. From our consu#tion work there is overwhelming support for keeping the countryside wildliéadly, with

I KA 3IK LINE L2 NI A 2hat accéss thliBe/cauntd/side sholi Sehingpieed, and that the use of green
technology and energy conservation should beamaged and increased within the parish. Within the context of
enabling sustainable growth, the NP seeks to preserve the environment of the parish and Alvechurch Village
(including its Conservation Area).

4.135. Development will be directed away from environmentasources of value and will be expected to minimise
its impact on landscape, biodiversity and heritage. The issue of flooding will have to be appropriately mitigated by
development. The area surrounding Alvechurch is mainly agricultural land that paysrioutory role in the
NEFNAY3IZ ANRgAY3A FyR Odf GAGlIGAZ2Y 2F FT22RX 020K FT2NJ

4.136. This will be achieved by:

Protectingagricultural land used in the process of food production;
Protectingand maintaining existingreen spaces of value to the community;
Protectingnatural habitats;

Protectingthe existing quality of landscape and encourage local biodiversity;

v v > > D

Maintaining the village Conservation Area, listed buildings and all oitvedesignated heritage assets
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A Minimisingthe risk of fluvial and surface water flooding

4137. ''&4 ¢Sttt Fa LIXFYYyAy3a F2NI 0KS FdzidzNBE Ad A& AYLRNII
environment defines Alvechurch. By including heritage and the natural environment inasyrtipé community can

really get to know the place in which they live. They can ensure it keeps its vitality, sense of identity, individuality
and distinctiveness. Through this APNP we can choose the best ways for it to develop and grow. We can @ass it or
a place to be proud of.

Heritage

4.138. Alvechurch Village and Withybed Green were privileged to be one of only two settlementsdéestéoshire

to have a detailedHistoric Environment Reso@®ssessments (AHERA). Historic Environment Action Plans
(HEAPsfor Alvechurch Village and Withybed Green (ALV_A1) and Rowney Green, Bordesley and Alvechurch Park
(ALV_A3) have been produced by WCC for Alvechragkh.

4.139. These documents together with the APDS are useful resources to be used by applicants wheringubmitt
their proposals. HEAP documents identify risks and deficiencies affecting the sustainability of all aspects that
contribute towards a particular area or environment, promoting the character and special qualities of the
environment in the context of maying change across the landscape, concentrating on Alvechurch Vikagenal
its immediate environs.

The Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA)

4140, ¢KS FAY 2F (GKS !'19w! A& ai2 SyadzaNB Jdakditdimiedidte OK [ N
historic environment is fully appreciated in terms of its townscape, landscapes, historic buildings, urban form, and
archaeology. Furthermore, that it is capitalised upon to its best advantage through locally responsive conservation
anddB ISt 2LIVSYy i AYyAUGAlIGADSEAY 6KAOK NBO23IyrasS GKSY |a |

4.141. There are 37 distinctive character areas or historic local environments identified around Alvechurch Village
Ay GKS 2//7 Qa ! | 9 wdbeBZoanaynsideiation td aidd&smin addition to the use of the
APDS, which is a parish wide design statement. Each of the character area statements describe the historic urban
morphology, landscape context, built form, and inherited charastes. The AHERA also includes overlunedred
historic buildings and archaeological monuments identified and recorded.

4.142. The NP recognises the historic environment is one of the important factors in making Alvechurch Parish
unique and is a source of lodgdentity and pride. It is therefore vitally important that this is reflected in our
approach to the future management of our historic assets and that it is given sufficient weight in development
RSOAaA2yad b20 it GKS LitolprétektDiandtuziefor® doysHeratich Wil de bideh A
to putting forward currently unlisted buildings for inclusion on the Statutory List

4.143. Design impacts on how people interact with places. Although design is only part of the planning process it
can irfluence a range of economic, social and environmental objectives. New developments within Alvechurch Paris
should seek to ensure through better design, that they have regard for not just for the short térovér the

lifetime of this NP.

The AlvechurclVillage Conservation Area

4.144. The Conservation Area makes one of the most significant contributions to the character of Alvechurch as a
whole. It still retains much of the original twelftentury planned formAlvechurchParish council lists 4guildings,

and most of them are within the Conservation Area. Understanding the Conservation Area and the historic characte
of the parish will play a major role in designing new development. The AHERA document that was undertaken by

WCC in 2014 provides a unique imsignto the historic character of the parish area through a character assessment.
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Developers will be expected to use this important resource together with the APDS when designing new
development schemes in the NP area.

4.145. In addition, any development must rka provision for the conservation and enhancement of the historic
SY@ANRYYSY(l YR GKS INBFQa KSNAGFIS FraaSidad 5S@St 2L
building must make sure it conserves and enhances these important areasadnefeof heritage value.

ALVECHURCH 4.146. Development proposals in

CONSERVATION

NORTH areas outside the Conservation Area will still
== need to take account of any historic features
that may be present and design new
development in a way that enhances and
conserves the traditional local chater of
the neighbourhood area.

Fig 24. The Alvechurch Village Conservation Area

For more information and a clearer malick
here

History of the parish including the Conservation Area

4.147. Alvediurch means the church of the Lady Aelfgyth, possibly a relative of King Athelstan. King Offa gave the
land forming the parish to the local church in the late eighth century. There is little doubt that there was a church
here in Saxon times because infortiva about Alvechurch in the Domesday Book mentioned the presence of a
priest. Nothing is known about Aelfgiva, the Saxon lady who is presumed to have founded the church and so given
the village the name it has held for over a thousand years.

4.148. Alvechurch ad Wast Hills were Domesday Manors, Weatheroak and Hopwood were medieval hamlets and
there are sites of deserted medieval hamlets at Radford, Pyria, Forhill, Alcott, Bittell and Red Hill. For some distanc
the parish boundary follows the Dagnell Brook, tixters draining from Weatheroak Hill to the River Arrow and

south to the River Severn. Not far away water drains to the River Cole and north to the River Trent.

4.149. The pattern of settlement and land use that was established in medieval times can be disicetimed

landscape today. In the 12th century the Bishop of Worcester, who was Lord of the Manor, enclosed land across th
side of Newbourne Hill to hunt deer and built a palace with a moat, gardens and fish ponds. Many bishops, down to
the 16th century, lred here and conducted their offices from the palace.

4.150. In 1239, perhaps because of the frequent presence of the bishop and his court, Alvechurch was granted a
gSS1te YINYSGE Fy Fyydzrt FEAN FyYyR € GSNIDntieki§l theddy i dza
FYR GKS Y2NNRBg 2F {FAyd [Fd2NByOSés (2 6KAOK alAyd !

4.151. Alvechurch Park (written as Allchurch Park on the map by James Fish and held by Worcestershire County
Council at the Hive) is still in existengith most of the boundary ditch and bank of the deer park pale still visible. It
gl az K2gSOSNE RAALI NJ] SR 0ST2NBE mtnann gAGK SyOf 2adzN
pulled down in the 17th century but parts of the moat and avteee, which formerly stood in the palace grounds,

still remain in the garden of the Moat House in Radford Road.
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4.152. From the 19th century to the mi@0th Century there was a brick factory in the hamlet of Withybed on the
edge of the village. Other local insluies included nail and needle making. Dellow Cars were made in Alvechurch
between 1949 and 1956.

4.153. BUILT HERITAGE AND CHARACTER
4.154. Introduction

4.155. The openness of the parish and its location set between Birmingham and Redditch and its countryside feel
are gredly valued by all who live in Alvechurch Parish. Residents wish to preserve the rural look and feel of not only
Alvechurch Village but also its outlying settlements.

Fig 25. In character rural housing at Mill Court in Alvechurch Village

4.156. Protedion of traditionalbuildings of architectural and historic interest, and their settings, is paramount in
preserving the traditional character of the neighbourhood area. Preservation and enhancement through
management of sustainable growth is at the core of the APNP.

4.157. The hisoric core of Alvechurch Village, set within the Conservation Area, is considered a fundamental part o
the APNP. The Conservation Aregdther with nonbuilt, nondesignatecheritage assets of the parish, from park

and field boundaries, marl pits, fishpds to canal bridges etc., seeks to maintain the parish historic and built
distinctiveness. It also seeks to add to its quality by bringing well designed and planned integrity to future
development in Alvechurch Parish
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POLICY AlMo maintain, conserve ahenhance the built heritage assets of the Parish and their settings.

POLICY HDNE 1: BUILT HERITAGE AND LOCAL CHARACTER

1. All development proposals for Alvechurch Parish (including alterations, extensions as well as a change of
use) should continue to maitain, conserve and enhance thaesignatedbuilt heritage assets of the parish
and their settings.Proposals for development that affect nedesignated heritage assets will be considered
taking account of the scale of any harm or loss and the significarfa® heritage asset.

2. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the buildings asttuctures in the list in Appendix Bs local heritage
assets for the purpose of supporting BDP 20 of the Local Plan.

3. Proposals that would contribute to the long term management loeritage assets will be encouraged.
4. Proposals will be assessed against the following crieri
a. Development, including that within or adjacent to the Conservation Area, should respond to the distinctive

local built character and its particular surroungs, and sensitively contribute to creating quality design
appropriate to its rural setting.

b. Developments should be enhanced by landscaping and planting with existing trees and hedges preserved
whenever possibland the avoidance of introducing inapproggsbunds or embankments
C. Any new development adjacent to a heritage asset, listed building or building of historic interest and/or

open space as defined in Section 3 should be sensitively designed to conserve and enhance the setting,
form and character athe heritage asset, building and/or space;

d. The density of any new development should be in character with the local surrounding area, respect the
semirural nature of the parish and be designed to give an impression of spaciousness with uniform houses
and plots being avoided.

5.  This policy requires developers to take full account the Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource
Assessment, the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement and the Alvechurch Historic Environment Action Plan
(HEAPYocuments when preparingroposals for development. This awareness will need to be
demonstrated at the planning application stage.

Background / Justification

4.158. The three documents mentioned in POLICY HDNE 1, will assist in bringing forward development that
conforms to the wishesfahe parish community.

4.159. The introduction to the HEAP explains the concept as strategic level documents that identify risks and
deficiencies affecting the sustainability of all aspects that contribute towards a particular area or environment.
HEAPs promotthe character and special qualities of the environment in the context of managing change across the
landscape. In order to achieve this, HEAPs assign priorities that can, through partnership working, deliver effective
environmental conservation or enhanoent through strategic planning policy and other frameworks that affect

land managemety conservation and enhancement

4.160. In determining applications within the Conservation Area, or adjacent to listed buildings or any other
heritage or environmental assety¢ APNP will support planning applications that preserve, enhance or sustain the
asset, its role in contributing to a sustainable community and the positive contribution new development can make
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to local character when designed sympathetically and withiumaterials as favoured by the community in their
responses.

4.161. The APNP Policies turn some of the principles in the APDS and the AHERA documents into planning policy
Proposals will be assessed against the criteria in all APNP policies. In doing 8oSchdsiii A 2y 2 T LINE LJ2
benefits, the views of the community and localised heritage and conservation issues, will be taken on board. Regar
should also be taken of the communities indicated list of buildings and sites that are of archaeological and
architectural significance, local distinctiveness, character and histoportance: as shown in Appendix B
WSFSNByOSa (G2 GKS KAAG2NRO KSNRGEFAS 2F GKS LI NNRK O
website

4.162. The NP considers heritage assets that are valued by the local community will help to make sure that
potential new development is properly integrated with what is already there and ensure that new development does
not result in tre loss of locally valued heritage assets. Addressing how best to integrate new development into an
existing place can encourage people to be innovative. Taking into account what is special about a place often
demonstrates that ofthe-shelf design and coftrsiction might not be appropriate. It encourages sensitive

development that respects historic buildings and their setting and place, thus invigorating an area, stimulating
investment, entrepreneurship, tourism and employment.

4.163. Many of the buildings and feates of historic interest in the parish that are valued by the locairoanity

are listed in APPENDIXMA) 35TABLE OF NGDESGNATEBIERITAGESSETIS the Evidence Basiocument. In

parallel with this policy, the Parish Council proposes that thedeihgs and structures are considered by

Bromsgrove District Council for inclusion in the Local List (See Community Action 3 at the end of this Topic section)

4.164. However, the inclusion of any building or structure on the Local List is not necessary for thicagion of
this policy. Clearly there may be a considerable elapse of time before this happens and it is made clear that policy
HDNE1 applies whether or not the Council move to formally adopt tissets onto their Local List.

4.165. DESIGN andOCAL DISTINCENESS

4.166. Section 1 of the APDS, and the character area statements in the AHERA document, establish the relationsh
between local settings, the built and natural environment that in turn creates the local distinctiveness of Alvechurch
Parish.

4.167. Policy HDNE @pects new development to respond positively to the local distinctiveness of its environment
and to demonstrate high quality design and a good standard of amenity space.

4168. ¢KS bl GA2yLFt tfFyyAy3a t 2t A O&attahes §féatdriphdnce tobhe deSigh 3 ¢
and quality of the built environment and that it is important to plan positively for the achievement of high quality and
inclusive design for all developmént 6t N} I NJ LK pc 0L P

4.169. The high quality of the special architectural and histoharacter and appearance of the NP area, especially
GAOGKAY GKS /2yaSNBFiA2y ! NBFX FNBE RSAONAROSR Ay GKS
demonstrating why the area warrants special attention in managing proposals, to ensure they presenhance

its characteristics.

4170. ¢ KS LIAOGdZNE 0St2¢ akKz2ga a2vyYS 2F (GKS €20t OKIF NIC
The parish features dispersed unique buildings, using detailing such as; Alvechurch Red bricks in differant patt
bonds; prominent hedgerows and verges; stone or brick formed gateways; no kerbing to lanes; plenty of trees;
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windows and doors set within sandstone surrounds; steep and distinctive patterned embellished wooden gable end
setting off decorative ridgelés and chimney stacks.

Fig 26. Some Alvechurch buildings with local distinctive features
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