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Foreword:   

When you read this draft plan you see it has a different look and feel to that of a regular planning document ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ is 

different!  Our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) is a new way of planning for the future of our Neighbourhood Area, the historic parish 

of Alvechurch. 

At consultations we heard how you would like to see Alvechurch Parish develop in the future. Those comments have helped 

ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ΨǾƛǎƻƴΩ ŦƻǊ нлмм-2030. The Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan (APNP) has been put together by a group of committed 

local volunteers and led by Alvechurch Parish Council. When formally adopted by our community at referendum, the NP will 

form a legal part of the process when Bromsgrove District Council determines planning applications in our parish. 

The APNP gives a unique opportunity to influence the development of the parish. The vision for the parish is to remain a 

pleasant place to live by encouraging ample facilities, good work opportunities, and improved transport links including support 

for cycle routes. More activities are wanted for people to do, especially in the evenings. Importantly, there is a strong desire to 

protect our natural and built heritage assets indeed, a NP can prove beneficial towards the protection of what is good about and 

maintain our parish as a place where everyone feels comfortable and proud to live. 

The APNP has developed policies to;  

Á Maintain the openness of the Green Belt from uncontrolled, large scale, or poorly placed development 

Á Support Bromsgrove District CounciƭΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ōȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 

Alvechurch Village and not spread out into the countryside 

Á Ensure that development is sympathetic and has regard for; conservation, improvement and maintenance of the look, 

feel and sense of place of the parish and Alvechurch Village itself through reference to well-thought-out design 

guidance 

Á Take steps to give the younger and older members of the community preferred access to many of the new local homes 

Á Influence Local Highway Authorities to improve road safety, encourage the use of more integrated and sustainable 

methods of transport including provision for cycling; and  

Á LŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎΩ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ  

Unlike an ƻƭŘ ōƻƻƪ ƻǳǊ bt ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƘŜƭŦ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŘǳǎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǳǎΩ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

investment in the parish thus contributing to the quality of life of all of us who live and work in the area.. 

Alvechurch Parish Council will use the APNP through local feedback to ensure that the community gets its fair share of 

investment from any development in the parish, including through any Community Infrastructure Levy (if such a CIL policy is 

adopted by the District Council) and any New Homes Bonus applicable to the parish.  

Our Neighbourhood Plan is a long term proposition (2011-нлолύΦ LǘΩǎ ǳƴǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ƛǎ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀined whenever new development comes 

along. The NP will be revisited on a five-ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ 

District Plan. 

An electronic copy of the NP, together with the Basic Conditions Statement and the Consultation Statement can be found online 

at the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan website APNP web site 

On behalf of the parish of Alvechurch, I would like to thank the steering team immensely for all their hard work and dedication, 

and other members for their contributions. This has been no small task and without you we would not be near to completing 

this important document.  

I would also like to thank all the residents, businesses and others who have commented and contributed to the development of 

the APNP over the past five years. We look forward to receiving your views on this Draft Neighbourhood Plan to help shape the 

future of our parish. 

Adrian H Smith: Chair, Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan 

(Representing the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group members) 

  

http://alvechurchparishplan.org/
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  
 

Sections of the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Fig 1. How the NP is laid out 

1.1 This Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan (2011-2030) hereafter referred to as the (APNP) is organised 

into a number of sections as summarised in the table above. It has been led by the Alvechurch Parish Council (APC) 

to help the parish community have a say in shaping how the Neighbourhood Area will develop for future 

generations.    

  

1.2 The Parish Council arranged a presentation in November 2011 to discuss Neighbourhood Plans (NPs).  

Residents used this opportunity to demonstrate they wanted to have a say in where new housing should go, what 

type was required and which members of the community housing should be aimed at. Residents would prefer not to 

leave this decision to potential developers and Bromsgrove District Council (BDC).  

 

1.3 The 70-plus people who attended that first public meeting completed a questionnaire about aspects of life in 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άǾŀƭǳŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘέΦ The three elements 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ άŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΣ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎέΣ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ 

άŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŦŜŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άƳƻǎǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜΦέ 

However, the main ones were public transport, leisure services and facilities, traffic and parking, youth facilities, 

range and quality of shops, appearance or feel of the area, and opportunities for new business. There was also 

agreement on the need for more affordable housing.  
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1.4 Following that meeting, APC met and resolved to form a 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group that comprised elected members of the 

Parish Council and members of the local community. One of the Steering 

DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƭogo for advertising and 

promoting purposes.  

 

1.5 ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΥ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ 

new homes in Alvechurch Parish, as more will put undue pressure on school places and medical servicesς and we like 

ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎέΦ 

 

1.6 However, as one of the larger settlements in the Bromsgrove District area as stated in the adopted 

Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-нлолΣ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

housing numbers. Consequently we can be sure that new housing is coming to Alvechurch Parish eventually. 

 

1.7 The challenge then is not to find a way to stop development, but rather to manage change in the best way 

possible for the Neighbourhood Area. During our consultations you told us among various issues, those of most 

importance to you were: 

Á adequate provision of school places  

Á GP surgery capabilities   

Á The retention of green space and openness between our settlements by supporting  and linking our APNP 

policies to County and District Green Infrastructure principles and policies 

Á Conserving local character and the local distinctiveness of our rural parish and settlements 

Á Improvements to overall highway safety and access plus additional crossing points 

Á Pedestrian-friendly improvements around the Alvechurch Village centre.  

 

1.8 In order to maintain community access to our local schools and healthcare facilities, the Parish Council will 

work with local education and healthcare providers to ensure sufficient numbers of places are maintained. 

Developer contributions will be used to support these services. 

 

1.9 The Parish Council will also work very closely with Bromsgrove District Council (BDC) when they soon 

undertake a review of the Green Belt as part of a review of the Local District Plan. Alvechurch parish has only Green 

Belt land available now for any significant future development. The Green Belt review is to release land around the 

settlement boundaries for future housing and employment. The larger settlements in the district, (Alvechurch Village 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴŜύ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ .5/Ωǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΦ  

What Area Does the Plan Cover? 

1.10 Designation of the Neighbourhood Plan Area 

The Parish Council applied to Bromsgrove District Council in 2012 for the whole of Alvechurch Parish to be 

designated as a Neighbourhood Area. (See map on page 8). In accordance with part 2 of the Neighbourhood Planning 

General Regulations 20121, BDC publicised the application from APC for a six-week consultation. The application for 

designation was approved in January 2013 by BDC in accordance with 2012 Regulations. 

                                                           
1
 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made NP regulations 2012 

 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made
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As a result, Alvechurch Parish is designated as a Neighbourhood Area. Further details can be found on the Parish 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ http://ww w.alvechurch.gov.uk/ 

1.11 Alvechurch Parish Council confirms that this: 

Neighbourhood Development Plan will cover the period 2011-2030 and the APNP relates only to the Parish of 

Alvechurch and to no other Neighbourhood Areas 

APNP is the only Neighbourhood Development Plan in the designated area and that no other Neighbourhood 

Development Plan exists nor is in development for part or all of the designated area 

The Designated Neighbourhood Area is outlined in red on the map below. 

Our Statement of Basic Conditions sets out further information on this. This document can be viewed on the APNP 

website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 2. Map of The designated Neighbourhood Area                    

http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/
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The Purpose of Neighbourhood Plans 

1.12 The APNP relates to the use and development of land. Its primary purpose is to help in determining planning 

applications in the Neighbourhood Area (for our plan this is Alvechurch Parish). The Localism Act 20112   introduced 

new rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new development in their community by preparing a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). This document is a NDP as defined in the Act. For further information 

about NPs you can visit the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) website by following this link:  

 

1.13 Submitting Body 

Our APNP is submitted by Alvechurch Parish Council (APC), which is a qualifying body as defined by the Localism Act 

2011. 

1.14 How has our Neighbourhood Plan been prepared? 

Delivery of the NP will be dependent of a number of key steps. These key steps are summarised in the following 

table: 

Fig 3. The steps of Neighbourhood Plans 

Who has been consulted? 

1.15 The Steering Group (SG) has met on over 60 occasions and a large number of local residents and 

businesses have contributed their ideas and opinionsΦ LǘΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ !tbt Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƪŜȅ ŀims and 

policies to make a true community plan. From the outset the SG was determined that residents should be kept 

informed and given every opportunity to tell this Group what they wanted for our parish.  

 

1.16 Communication and consultations, in various forms, have played a major role in formulating the NP. The SG 

and Parish Council have organised consultative workshops, discussions, presentations, piggy-back events with the 

                                                           
2
 The Localism Act 2011 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted 

 

step  Date Task 

1  
2012 Initial presentation followed by further presentations and questionnaires to gather 

community comments.  

2 2012-13 Steering Group formed and theme groups developed to work on community responses. 

3 

2014-15 Further presentations and surveys completed for business, schools, health care, local 

organisations and thoughts on future housing needed. A Vision and Key Aims were 

established to lead to Policies 

4 

2015-16 A draft NP document commenced and policies beginning to be formulated helped by 

Bromsgrove Planning Officers. The draft plan advertised by a publicity leaflet  delivered to 

each of the 2300 parish dwellings 

5 
2016 Steering Group meetings increase from monthly to bi-monthly and Bromsgrove planning 

officers helping to check conformity with their emerging District Plan  

6 
2017 2017 Pre-submission publicity and consultation Submission of a neighbourhood plan or 

order proposal to the local planning authority Independent Examination 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/contents/enacted
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ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ΨtƛŎƴƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΩ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎΣ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊs, in the monthly Village 

Magazine, and in summer 2016 a fifteen page publicity booklet featuring latest NP news was delivered to every 

household
3. 

 

1.17 The SG has prepared and published web-ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ btΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org 

1.18 wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ btΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ŘŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊǎκŘŜǾŜƭƻpers have attended SG 

meetings on more than one occasion to present their proposals to the NP Steering Group. 

 

 All of the ideas and proposals in the NP have come from feedback gathered at meetings, presentations and 1.19

consultations to build upon the suggestions already published in the former Alvechurch Parish Plan 2005. In addition 

to the NP, the Village Design Statement (2005) has been updated and made an essential part of this Neighbourhood 

Plan( APNP Policy HDNE 3)and renamed: Ψ¢ƘŜ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΩ ό!t5{ύ 4          

 

1.20 Conversations have revolved around:     

Á Complying with the new housing requirements specified in the recently adopted Bromsgrove District Plan 

(2011-2030).  

Á ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

Á The infrastructure required to ensure the economic vibrancy and sustainability of the parish  

Á Improving amenities, whilst protecting history and heritage 

Á The effective use of land and the preservation of the Green Belt and green space (have been central to many 

of the discussions)  

Á Quality of the environment and the desire to vary housing density, size and design (have been regular topics 

of debate)  

Á Sensible balances of affordable and executive homes, housing in clusters rather than in large estates and the 

wish to retain a rural perspective (have been prominent issues raised throughout our consultations)  

The SG has consulted with as many people as possible including the Alvechurch 

Middle School children.  

Fig 4. Alvechurch Middle School questionnaire leaflet 

1.21 Every household in the parish and every accessible business have had a 

number of newsletters, brochures or leaflet either, inviting them to participate, or 

comment on proposals. There has been dialogue with the governors of Alvechurch 

Middle School and regular monthly updates provided at APC meetings. In addition 

to talking to the community, the SG has also benefitted from advice and support 

given by a wide range of external agencies, Worcestershire County Council (WCC), 

and BDC planning officers. 

1.22 More information about the time-line of and further issues identified by 

the community from later consultations can be found in the separate Consultation 

Statement document, a copy of which can be found on the APNP website, in the library section. 

                                                           
3
 15 page update Booklet 2016 

4
 Ψ¢ƘŜ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ office or can be viewed on the  NP website  

http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/apnp-a4-booklet-desktop-updated-version-30-08-16.pdf
http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
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1.23 As the qualifying body under Neighbourhood Planning legislation, APC is legally responsible for producing 

ǘƘŜ btΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΦ tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

referendum, the NP will have been subject to an examination by an independent external examiner.  

1.24 The Plan was subject to a pre-submission consultation for six weeks and amended in the light of 91 

responses from the local community and local businesses. When the Plan is formally submitted to BDC, it will be 

further subjected to a six- week public Statutory Consultation before sending the NP to an independent external 

examiner. 

1.25 The cost of preparing the NP has been subsidised by a small Local Community grant and through small 

periodic funding from APC. The majority of the work has been undertaken by unpaid volunteers who live in and care 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴŎȅ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ YƛǊƪǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ D!/ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ όǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 

Draft NP underway and produce a Sustainability Appraisal). 

1.26 The Plan includes APNP policies and proposals for future Community Actions.  The APNP policies will be used 

ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ bt ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ΨƳŀŘŜΩ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ 

successful examination and community referendum. 

1.27 From the findings of the various consultation exercises and local evidence base5, the SG formed a vison and 

objectives that were later refined into ǘƻ ΨYŜȅ !ƛƳǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ bt ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƛǾŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

identify local issues for each topic and the proposed actions to addreǎǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΤ ǘƘŜ ΨYŜȅ !ƛƳǎΩΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

community actions.  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIONS 

 

1.28 Community Actions are non-statutory projects, that stand apart from the policies in this APNP .They are 

for the Parish Council to address aspirations brought forward from consultations by the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 

structured as a land use policy in this NP. For that reason they stand alone, separated from the land use policies at 

the very end of each Policy Topic section to which they relate and are written in a font of this colour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 More detailed information on this extensive evidence base, including reports on the village consultations and workshops, can 

be found in the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan supplementary documents on the Neighbourhood Plan website 
(http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org) 

http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
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SECTION 2:  ALVECHURCH ɀ TODAY 
 

ALVECHURCH PARISH 

2.1) The parish of Alvechurch lies within the hillsides surrounding the upper Arrow Valley. It has many 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǎ-ǇŀǊƪŜŘΩ !lvechurch and Bordesley medieval 

deer parks, a network of public footpaths, bridleways, narrow lanes and ancient woodland. There are a number of 

medieval half-timbered buildings, as well as a large number of Georgian, Edwardian and Victorian buildings. 

2.2) The Civil Parish of Alvechurch consists of three electoral parish wards: Alvechurch Village Ward, 

Alvechurch Hopwood Ward and Alvechurch South Rowney Green and Bordesley Ward.  The Alvechurch Ward also 

comprises the village of Alvechurch and the small area of Withybed Green. The Hopwood Ward includes the north 

half of Weatheroak whilst the southern half of Weatheroak is contained within the Alvechurch Rowney Green and 

Bordesley Ward that also includes Holloway and Grange lanes. 

Places of Worship 

2.3) The church of St Laurence dates back to 1239 and is situated on high ground, and was probably the 

site of an earlier Mercian church, although nothing remains of the earlier wooden building. 

2.4) Much of the church was rebuilt between 1858 and 1861 by William Butterfield. There is a 1,348-

pipe organ. The tower has a peal of eight bells, rung regularly by the North 

Worcestershire and District Change Ringing Association. The Ark, a £1m 

extension to the church was built in 2005.  

2.5) The parish is well served for places of worship including the 

following: St Laurence C of E, St Mary Alvechurch ς Catholic Church, 

Alvechurch Baptist Church and Rowney Green Shared Church - Methodist and 

C.E.  Most of these places of worship also support other community uses. 

Fig 5. {ǘ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ark 

Relationship to other parishes and authorities 

2.6) {ƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ²ƻǊŎŜǎǘŜǊǎƘƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜΣ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜΩǎ 

19 parishes and shares boundaries with Beoley, Wythall, Barnt Green, Cofton Hackett and Tutnall & Cobley Parishes. 

The parish also borders both the city of Birmingham to the North, Redditch Borough to the South and forms a vital 

part of the West Midlands Green Belt, which Ψprevents unrestricted sprawl of large, built up areas and neighbouring 

towns or cities merging into one another (National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 80)Ω. 

GREEN BELT AND ITS STATUS 

2.7) Green Belt is one of the most significant (though restrictive in impact) planning policies intended to 

keep land permanently open. The current restrictions on new building in the Green Belt mean options for future 

development in Alvechurch parish are limited due to the lack of available development land. For further 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ό.5/ύ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩs Green Belt 

boundaries. This Neighbourhood Plan would need to be reviewed at that time to reflect any changes made in the 

Local Plan that may affect the Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan Area. Other constraints are to do with Sites of 

Special Scientific Interests (SSSIs) and Local Wildlife and Heritage sites and assets. All of these constraints are 

touched on in later sections of this APNP. 
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Fig 6. Map of the Green Belt area   

2.8) Alvechurch parish, with the exception of the built-up area of Alvechurch Village itself, is washed over by the 
West Midlands Green Belt, (as seen in the map fig 6 above). Further information about the Green Belt can be found 
in Appendix C of the Evidence Base Summary document which can be viewed online on the Library page of the APNP 
website. 
 
2.9) The smaller settlements of the parish, including; Bordesley, Hopwood, Rowney Green and Weatheroak are 
all within the Green Belt as shown in figure 6. Hopwood and Rowney Green have village envelope status in the 
adopted Bromsgrove District Local Plan (2011-2030) Policies Map. 
  
2.10) The Government attaches great importance to the Green Belt. The National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ тфύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛs to prevent urban sprawl by keeping 
ƭŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǇŜƴΤ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎŜΦέ 
 

The Green Belt serves five purposes (NPPF paragraph 80). 

Á to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas 

Á to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another 

Á to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment 

Á to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns 

Á to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land 

 

 

http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 

2.11) As a larger settlement Alvechurch Village can be expected to support some of the future strategic housing 

need of Bromsgrove District. Whilst the APNP cannot change the Green Belt boundary in the parish, we think it is 

important that local people are given the opportunity to influence when and if the need arises, where any Green Belt 

boundary changes that affect Alvechurch Village should be made. We will do this by working jointly and cooperating 

with BDC planning officers. This future exercise was explained to the Alvechurch community at two open day 

presentations in July 2014 at the Alvechurch Village Hall and can be seen in the Consultation Statement. Those 

results will be re-visited together with up to date community feedback at the time. This will provide an indication of 

local preference for Green Belt development locations to help inform the Green Belt and the Bromsgrove District 

Plan review process. 

 

2.12) The Bromsgrove District Council Local Plan allocates enouƎƘ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ нлно ŦƻǊ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 

housing needs without using land in the Green Belt. Therefore if we are to support the needed housing for the 

district after that it will have to be on land taken out of the Green Belt land via a Bromsgrove District Plan review. 

 

2.13) Our last ADR (Area of Development Restraint site as allocated in the old BDC District Plan 2004); on the 

corner Old Rectory Lane, has now been completed in 2016. If Alvechurch Village is to have more sustainable and 

affordable housing after 2023 for our young people and some for elderly people to downsize to, then land around 

the edge of the Alvechurch Village will need to be released. The Parish Council will work with BDC to ensure any 

release of land through a local authority led Green Belt review in line with a BDC Local Plan review is in the most 

sustainable locations. Community consultation will form a key part of this process. 

IMPORTANT PARISH ASSETS 

2.14) These assets include;  landscape Character Areas  noted in the Worcestershire Landscape Character 

Assessment and the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan), Local Wildlife Sites, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 

Scheduled Monuments and a Conservation Area including medieval and post medieval buildings. There are two 

Scheduled Monuments in Alvechurch; Historic England list entry number, 1017527, a moated site 130m north east of 

Moorgreen Farm, and entry number 1018334, the moated site and fishponds at the Bishop's Palace.  Many of the 

tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊes and historical monuments some of which originate from the 

15th century. A list of assets can be found in Appendix B in the Evidence Base Summary document, (this can be 

viewed on the APNP website), and more information can be found from: The Historic Environment Record (the HER) 

 at Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service.

 

2.15) Many of our important buildings can be seen in the Conservation Area: Figure 8 shows one of our two Sites 

of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Bittell Reservoirs, used and maintained by Barnt Green waters and used weekly 

by the Barnt Green Sailing and fishing clubs. The other SSSI is the Hopwood Dingle site, owned by the National Trust. 

All protected sites can be seen on the map (Figure 9) which shows the constraints of the parish. 

 

2.16) By March 1797, the 2726 yard (2493 m) Wast Hills Tunnel was open and the Worcester Birmingham Canal6 

was trading through to . In 1807 the canal reached Tardebigge passing through Alvechurch without the use Hopwood

of locks. The canal now provides a route that links Lea End, Hopwood, Withybed Green and Alvechurch communities 

through walking, cycling  and provides recreational opportunities of boating and fishing for local people. Throughout 

the parish the canal has many Victorian bridges and structures still treasured by the community.  

                                                           
6
 Worcester Birmingham Canal 

https://alvechurchparishplan.org/
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/chr/herdetail.aspx?crit=&ctid=93&id=4749
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/chr/herdetail.aspx?crit=&ctid=93&id=4749
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hopwood,_Worcestershire
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/canal-and-river-network/worcester-and-birmingham-canal
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Fig 7. The Worcester Birmingham canal at Withybed Green 

2.17) There are a number of Local Wildlife Sites and 

heritage assets including the church of St Laurence, which 

stands on high ground between School Lane and Bear 

Hill. On Bear Hill between the church and the main part 

of the village, there is a fine 16th century half-timbered 

house, now divided in two. There is some good half-

timber work in the main Alvechurch Village centre. The 

majority of parish houses, apart from some farm related 

outlying buildings are of brick and of a comparatively 

recent date.  

 

2.18) On an elevated plateau to the east of the village is the site of the former moated site and fishponds at the 

Bishops of Worcester Palace. The buildings have disappeared, but the important historic system of moats remains 

intact, inclosing a large rectangular area, subdivided by a cross moat. All but the trench on the north side are still 

filled with water. Just by the cross-road is an old water-mill (now a beauty clinic) worked by the River Arrow, which 

flows down the valley in which Alvechurch Village lies.   

 

CONSTRAINTS ON DEVELOPMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 8. Bittel reservoirs 

SSSI 

 

2.19) hǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ {{{LΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ 

located in Hopwood (Bittell Reservoirs   and The Hopwood Dingle).  Local Wildlife and historical heritage sites and 

assets are also located within the parish area; all of these constraints are touched on in later sections of this APNP. A 

key to the constraints map (fig.9) seen on the next page can be viewed on the NP website, in the document 

APPENDIX C: GREEN BELT & CONSTRAINTS. 
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Fig 9. Map showing Parish Constraints  

 

LOCATION AND AMENITIES 

2.20) Alvechurch is the main village within Alvechurch Parish and forms part of Bromsgrove District, in the 

northeast of the county of Worcestershire.  Lying in the valley of the 

River Arrow, the nearest city is Birmingham, 17 km / 11 miles to the 

north, with the closest towns being Redditch, 8 km / 5 miles to the south 

and Bromsgrove, 9.5 km / 6 miles to the west. The parish is host to good 

transport links of all types including the north/south A441, the east/west 

M42, the Redditch/Lichfield cross-city rail service, and the Worcester 

Birmingham Canal. The River Arrow flows from its source in the nearby 

Lickey Hills through the parish and out towards Alcester. The village of 

Alvechurch lies in a valley surrounded by Hob, Scarfield, Coopers, 

Hopwood, Wast, Weatheroak, and Newbourne Hills 

 

2.21) Some employment in the parish is related to transport services, 

such as the Hopwood Park M42 motorway services, the Alvechurch canal 

ƳŀǊƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅΩǎ ŘŜǇƻǘ ŀǘ [ȅŜ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ .ƻǊŘŜǎƭŜȅ 

Hall, which provides units for small businesses. The impact of the closure 

of the major parts of the car manufacturing factory at Longbridge 

(located outside the parish to the North West) with the resulting changes 

to work patterns, social health and prosperity, has yet to be assessed.  

Fig 10. Map showing the Neighbourhood Area and the transport network 

Ctrl and left click on the map for a larger version on the NP website or click this link 

https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/1-transit-network-06-09-17.pdf
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2.22) Alvechurch railway station was built in 1859 and upgraded in 2015/2016. There are also many newer 

residential buildings and a First and Middle school with library. In 2008 a new first and middle school were built 

north-east of the village, the old school has since been demolished and the new housing estate has road names 

commemorating the house names of the school and previous rectors of St Laurence Church. 

 

2.23) KEY ISSUES FOR THE FUTURE 

2.24) A wide range of issues impacting on the future have been identified during the production of the APNP. 

These relate to each of those five topic themes mentioned earlier. A more in-depth summary of responses and 

community feedback is available in the Evidence Base Summary and Consultation Statement and appendices that 

accompany the NP. 

2.25) Large retail, educational, care-homes and other businesses plus housing development at Longbridge, is 

under way and may well have an added effect on the Parish, with extra traffic making use of the access through 

Hopwood to Junction 2 of the M42. This will likely lead to further increases to the already high volume of traffic and 

speed issues recorded for Hopwood. Travel to school and places of employment, is made more difficult due to the 

ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƛƴ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ппм ŀǘ ΨǊǳǎƘ ƘƻǳǊΩ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴƻ ǇŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 

the A441 for local people to access public transport stopping points. 

Fig 11. Public highway footpath, too narrow and too close to the main 

highway  

2.26) The NP will rely heavily on its design principles for 

development that takes place within the existing settlement 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ άŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ 

parish and its historic village centre of Alvechurch.  

2.27) High quality design plays an important part in many of 

the APNP policies not only housing developments, but all 

types of development that relate to, conservation, heritage 

preservation, environmental promotion, supporting business 

and improvements that aid getting around. 

2.28) Consequently the APNP emphasises an intention to see parish development as being better because of 

attention to quality design.  

2.29) Along with the suite of policies in this NP, key documents to assist development proposals in maintaining the 

rural distinctiveness of Alvechurch Parish are;  

Á the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS),  

Á the Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA) 

2.30) Copies of both of these documents will be kept in the Alvechurch Parish Council (APC) offices, and can be 

accessed electronically through the APC website http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/ 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjc1ObLz4DUAhVmAcAKHS7nA7cQFgguMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpublic.worcestershire.gov.uk%2Fsites%2Farchaeology%2FReports%2FSWR22436.pdf&usg=AFQjCNE6K-TgK8Y0tXH1g1xjYgKjRPzKTA
http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/
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A selection of Key Issues gathered during some of our community consultations 

ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛǾŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳǎ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴέ 

ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴd cycling network to encourage increased levelǎ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜέΧ 

ά9ȄǘǊŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ нлолέΦ 

άtŜŘŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ IƻǇǿƻƻŘΗέ  όtƛŎƴƛŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪύ 

ά¢ǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŎŀƭƳƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘέ όǇƛŎƴƛŎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊƪύ 

άbƻ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴ ōŜƭǘέ όIƻǇǿƻƻŘ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴύ 

ά! ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊέ ό¢ƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴύ 

ά±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ - ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ 

άaƻǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ - ƛΦŜΦ .ǳƴƎŀƭƻǿǎέ 

άIntegrated transport including effective linkages between rail and bus and improved routes for pushchair / 

ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘέ 

άbŜǿ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΣ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ 

grey water retention and iƴǎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ 

άbŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘέ ς Alvechurch comment 

άCƻŎǳǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳƭŜǘǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 

ƭŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ 

άbƻ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ 

ά.ƭƻŎƪ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŎƛƴŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ wƻŀŘέ 

ά.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ŦǊƻƳέ 

άLƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ґ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ Ǿŀƭue/beauty/issues - essential if we are going to 

ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜέ 

άLŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǳƴŀǾƻƛŘŀōƭŜΣ ŜŎƻǘƻǳǊƛǎƳκŦŀǊƳƛƴƎκƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ŧƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ 

character than selling out to yet more shops and offices which often haǾŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎέ 
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SECTION 3 - THE VISION AND THE KEY AIMS 
 

THE VISION STATEMENT 

 

ά!ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ нлол - where managed change and celebration of its rural 

character combine in a cƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŀŘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ōȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴέ 

 

3.1) The aim of this NP is to retain and enhance the traditional values of a rural parish. Development which  

promote, protects and make improvements to the main historic village of Alvechurch and its outlying settlements, 

rural ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

by incorporating new technology and sustainable building methods where appropriate is encouraged.  The built 

environment should be compatible with local and national policies, but above all should enable all sections of the 

community to enjoy a sustainable way of life. 

3.2) By pursuing this vision we can make the parish an even better place through development, a place led better 

by design.  

 

a. To promote and encourage good design to create healthy and attractive places where people genuinely 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ! ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ΨǘƻŘŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

future generations. 

b. To secure sustainable development and amenities that will stand the test of time  

c. To support the local economy  

d. To provide high quality accommodation for all of our community 

e. To respect the individual character of the parish, and protect our historic and natural environment through 

better design and making sure development is located in the right places. 

f. The neighbourhood will be safe and enjoyable to move around on foot and bike and will be well connected 

to the rest of the parish and beyond by public transport. 

g. The APNP will give us a stronger voice in future local development when planning proposals are submitted to 

BDC. 

 

3.3) ²Ŝ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ 

traditional character and sense of place is conserved and enhanced for the better.  
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THE KEY AIMS:  

3.4) How the visions will be delivered  

3.5) To help achieve and deliver the Vision for Alvechurch Parish by 2030 the community have consulted on and 

identified a number of KEY AIMS for the APNP. These are: 

 

 

POLICY LAYOUT  

3.6) A number of inter-related themes have emerged from our initial objectives that were refined into the Key 

Aims as shown above. These have been used as a basis to structure the policies under theme names or topics. The 

Steering Group members were assigned to a topic and dealt with the main community issues raised for that topic. 

There will inevitably be some overlap between the policies and the topics they sit within, i.e. in some cases a policy 

could apply to more than one topic area. That is why it is important that this NP is used as a whole.  

KEY AIM 1:  

 

Development that meets current and future needs of all age groups in a changing and growing 
Alvechurch parish community, whilst embracing high quality design. 

KEY AIM 2:  

 

Through providing opportunities of community participation, development within the Alvechurch 
Village boundary focused on well-designed house building within walkable locations of key 
facilities 

KEY AIM 3:  

 

Developing services, facilities and amenities especially around Alvechurch Village centre that will 
help to improve quality of life, create a sense of well-being, promote community safety and 
enable active and healthy lifestyles for the parish as a whole. 

KEY AIM 4: 

 

Maintaining a mix of local businesses appropriate to the character of Alvechurch Parish whilst 
serving the needs of local people and with the inclusion of sympathetic rural diversification 
contributing to the wider economy.  

KEY AIM 5:  

 

Encouraging varieties of leisure, cultural and sporting facilities and activities to enable 
opportunities for all, particularly youngsters and older people. 

KEY AIM 6: 

 

Promoting both integrated public transport (with associated pedestrian walkways, cycle routes 
and adequate parking) and safer roads (through effective traffic management) in order to serve 
the growing and changing Alvechurch community and increase access to the local countryside. 

KEY AIM 7:  

 

To maintain and enhance the built historic and the natural environment for present and future 
generations whilst promoting new development that enhances local character 

KEY AIM 8:  

 

Promotion of safe, sustainable developments that are designed to meet the latest energy 
efficiency standards and make the best use of existing resources whilst promoting the use of 
renewable energy for new developments in the Neighbourhood Plan Area. 
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3.7) THE NP POLICIES SIT WITHIN THE FOLLOWING TOPIC SECTIONS:  

 

A GENERAL POLICY (G) 

 

FOLLOWED BY POLICIES IN BOXES OF THESE COLOURS RELATED TO THEIR TOPIC AREA: 
 
Topic 1  Housing (H) 

 

Topic 2  Heritage, Design and the Natural Environment (HDNE) 

 

Topic 3  Leisure, Health and Well-Being (LHW) 

 

Topic 4  Business, Shops and Services (BSS) 

 

Topic 5  Getting Around and Transport (GAT) 
 
3.8) POLICIES SECTIONS ARE SET OUT AS BELOW 

Á An introduction to each Topic Section  

Á The Key Aims associated with all the policies in the topic section. 

Á An introduction to each numbered policy 

Á ¢ƘŜ ΨtƻƭƛŎȅ !ƛƳΩΥ  what the policy is trying to achieve 

Á CƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅΥ  Ψ.ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ κ WǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ of the policy    

 

NON ς STATUTORY COMMUNITY ACTIONS RELATING TO THE SECTION ARE SHOWN AT 

THE END OF THE POLICY TOPIC SECTIONS AND ARE LAID OUT AS FOLLOWS 

Not all issues and aims are associated with land use and therefore cannot be included as a policy. Where that 

happens in this APNP, community projects are included as non-sǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ 

for Alvechurch Parish Council to further an action in cooperation with the appropriate local authority or relevant 

body.  

COMMUNITY ACTIONS: ARE IN THIS COLOUR FONT AND BOX. And can be found at the end of each relevant topic 

section. 

Within this NP there are also projects titled Community Actions.  There are many issues important to residents of the 

ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ 

plŀƴƴƛƴƎΩΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 

through cooperation and discussions with the relevant local authority (LA), other public bodies and developers. 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS INCLUDED AND TO BE USED WITH THIS 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Access to these documents can be found on the Alvechurch Parish Council website through this link 

 

 

 

THE ALVECHURCH PARISH DESIGN STATEMENT (APDS) is rooted in a 
careful analysis of the Alvechurch Parish area and the characteristics 
that make it work and make it special. The APDS is an integral part of 
this Neighbourhood Plan Document (Policy HNDNE 3). It considers the 
evolution of the rural landscape, built, historic and natural 
environment. It sets out guidance for its repair, reinvention and 
regeneration according to; building form, public realm, massing, 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ YŜȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 
are considered including views, materials, landmark buildings and 
their embellishments. 

A copy of the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) can be 
found on the Alvechurch Parish Council website at this link 

  

ALVECHURCH HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 
(AHERA) contains the products of a Worcestershire County Council 
(WCC) intensive urban and landscape characterisation exercise 
undertaken within the settlement of Alvechurch. The project aimed 
to; develop a method of 'historic townscape characterisation' for 
Worcestershire's rural urban areas, identify means through which to 
support local communities in the promotion of local distinctiveness 
and character, and generate evidence bases to inform locally 
responsive design and planning. This document can also be accessed 
on the Alvechurch Parish Council website at this link. Many documents 
have been used to create this AHERA document such as pilot plans like 
the  Worcestershire County Council (WCC) Historical Environmental 
Action Pilot plans: access to that pdf file can be found by using this link 

  

THE EVIDENCE BASE:  ǘƘŜ ΨYŜȅ !ƛƳǎΣ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ 
in this NP have drawn from a variety of sources. More detailed 
information on this extensive evidence base, including reports on all 
settlement presentations, consultations and workshops, can be found 
in the Alvechurch Neighbourhood Plan Evidence Base document : on 
the NP website http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org 

  

THE CONSULTATION STATEMENT ς contains details of the persons and 
bodies that were consulted about the proposed neighbourhood 
development plan. It explains how they were consulted, summarises 
the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted, and 
describes how these issues and concerns have been considered. 
Where relevant these will be addressed in the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan.   

Copies of the Consultation Statement are available on the APNP 
website or at the Parish Council Office. 

http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/NeighbourhoodPlan
http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/NeighbourhoodPlan
http://www.alvechurch.gov.uk/NeighbourhoodPlan
https://public.worcestershire.gov.uk/sites/archaeology/Reports/SWR22703.pdf
http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
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3.9) Who will decide if the NP comes in to force? 

3.10) You: as a member / resident of our parish by a majority vote at a referendum. Firstly the NP will be 

examined by an independent examiner to determine if the Plan meets the Basic Conditions as laid out in Paragraph 8 

of Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. It will then be the local community that decides whether 

to adopt the plan or not in a community referendum if approved by a majority vote of the local community, the NP 

will then form part of the Statutory Development Plan for the area. This means it will be used by the local planning 

authority when assessing planning applications in the neighbourhood area. Our APNP will only come in to force if it 

gains your support, the residents of Alvechurch Parish at a community referendum undertaken by BDC. 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 4 - THE POLICIES OF THE APNP 
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Fig 12. The old brick works a brownfield site in the Green Belt 

TOPIC THEMES AND INTRODUCTION TO POLICIES 

4.1. As mentioned our Policies and Community Actions have been developed to sit under five topic headings to 

address the main community issues that have been identified. 

4.2. A neighbourhood plan can be used to address the development and use of land. Neighbourhood planning 

can inspire local people and businesses to consider other ways to improve their neighbourhood than through the 

development and use of land. They may identify specific action or policies to deliver these improvements. Wider 

community aspirations than those relating to development and use of land can be included in a neighbourhood plan, 

but actions dealing with non-land use matters should be clearly identifiable. 

4.3. Each topic will have a set of land use policies relevant to that topic. There may also be some non-land use 

aspirations called Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ which consider local issues raised at community consultation that cannot be 

addressed by land use policies.  The five topics and the policies that sit within them reflect the results from the local 

community and key stakeholder consultations, and have been developed using a wide range of available evidence 

(see separate Evidence Base document available from the APNP website www.alvechurchparishplan.org 

4.4. The policies in this NP relate to land use and will be used when determining planning applications within the 

NP area. The five topics contain the key aims (which will help to achieve the overall vision of the Plan), and the 

policies that relate to that particular topic.  

4.5. THE APNP MUST BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT AS A WHOLE. 

4.6. GENERAL POLICY 1: ACTIVELY INVOLVING LOCAL PEOPLE IN THE PLANNING PROCESS  

INFORMING THE COMMUNITY ABOUT PLANNING  

4.7. Active involvement of both the Parish Council and the local community at the earliest stages of a 

development proposal is important to both improving the quality of the resultant scheme and in reducing potential 

delays. Pre-application discussions give local communities the opportunity to ensure that new development meets 

their aspirations and is likely to allay negative reactions to development in general.  

http://www.alvechurchparishplan.org/
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4.8. The involvement of communities is usually seen as critical to the success of development and its passage 

way through planning in a positive manner.  This is reinforced in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

where it states at paragraph 66: 

4.9. ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ those directly affected by their proposals to evolve designs 

that take account of the views of the community. Proposals that can demonstrate this in developing the design of the 

ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŀōƭȅέΦ 

4.10. The Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group seek to encourage applicants to undertake 

pre-application consultations with local communities and stakeholders for all major development proposals. The aim 

of pre-application consultation is to encourage discussion before a formal planning application is submitted. This will 

enable interested parties, including communities, to have the opportunity to discuss with developers the proposals 

being put forward, and to express any concerns they may have before the proposals are submitted for planning 

approval. This is seen as a positive step in making the planning process more easily acceptable.  

KEY AIMS RELEVANT TO THE GENERAL POLICY  

KEY AIM 1: Development that meets current and future needs of all age groups in a changing and growing 
Alvechurch Parish community, whilst embracing high quality design. 

KEY AIM 2: Through providing opportunities of community participation, development within the Alvechurch Village 
boundary focused on well-designed house building within walkable locations of key facilities 

KEY AIM 3: Developing services, facilities and amenities especially around Alvechurch Village centre that will help to 
improve quality of life, create a sense of well-being, promote community safety and enable active and healthy 
lifestyles for the Parish as a whole.   

¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨYŜȅ !ƛƳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ contents can be found on page 20. 

POLICY AIM: To make sure the community is involved with parish planning by providing a sense of ownership  

GENERAL POLICY 1: ACTIVELY INVOLVING LOCAL PEOPLE IN THE 

PLANNING PROCESS 

Proposals for Major Developments that are accompanied by a Community Involvement Statement explaining how 

the pre-application process has actively engaged the local community, the Parish Council, and key stakeholders 

will be encouraged. 

The Community Involvement Statement should include: 

a. An explanation of how the consultation was designed to reach a broad cross-section of local people; 

b. A demonstration that a range of means was used to engage local people, ς for example, a variety of publicity 

and a range of ways of providing input (including the opportunity to provide web-based comments as well as 

attending events in person); 

c. A record of the views expressed by local people; 

d. An explanation of how the proposals have respoƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴȅ 

shortfalls to education or health facilities that arise from their proposal. 

Background / Justification 

4.11. The definition of Major Development in the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (England) Order 2015 is: 
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4.12. For dwellings, a major development is one where the number of residential units to be constructed is 10 or 

more. Where the number of residential units to be constructed is not given in the application, a site area of 0.5 

hectares or more should be used as the definition of a major development. (See glossary for full description). 

4.13. At pre-application stage, community involvement can help to inform improvements, address local concerns 

and overcome or mitigate objections at a later stage. As well as consulting the local community and key 

stakeholders, the applicant will also be expected to consult with the Parish Council and the relevant ward councillors 

in such community engagement.  

4.14. When people are engaged in determining how the area in which they live evolves for the future and believe 

ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƛƳǎΣ ƛǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ 

of ownership of their local environment. To that end this policy ensures local communities will be involved at the 

earliest stage in any major development proposal that may affect their locality. 

TOPIC 1- POLICIES FOR HOUSING  

KEY AIMS RELEVANT TO THE GROUP OF POLICES IN THE HOUSING TOPIC SECTION 

KEY AIM 1: KEY AIM 2: KEY AIM 3: KEY AIM 5: KEY AIM 6 and KEY AIM 7: 

 ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨYŜȅ !ƛƳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ contents can be found on page 20. 

Introduction and Background 

4.15. !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ōȅ рΣсмм ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όǎƻǳǊŎŜΥ нлмм /ŜƴǎǳǎύΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ нΣосп ƘƻƳŜǎΣ 

1,704 of them in Alvechurch Village boundary itself. Alvechurch Parish is a Neighbourhood Area that covers 

²ƛǘƘȅōŜŘ DǊŜŜƴΣ .ƻǊŘŜǎƭŜȅΣ IƻǇǿƻƻŘΣ wƻǿƴŜȅ DǊŜŜƴΣ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƻŀƪ ŀƴŘ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 

high percentage of elderly residents: 29% of our resiŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ сл όƛǘΩǎ но҈ ƳƻǊŜ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

²ŀƭŜǎύΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻƻΦ  

4.16. Age is of real significance when you consider the parish population. Although we enjoy a high level of home 

ownership, we have a lower number of one and two bedroom properties than our neighbours in Bromsgrove town. 

This is a concern for a number of our residents, who have indicated that affordable housing for young people and 

families is hard to find in Alvechurch. 

4.17. The situation is similarly challenging for our more elderly neighbours. As it appears many of the new building 

developments are larger, more expensive homes; we have to consider if we have the houses appropriate for older 

people. Whether we ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻǊ ƻƭŘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

!ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇƻƴΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 

relatively small-scale development. Large-scale development only becomes achievable if current Green Belt 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 

ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ƭƻǿΦ CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨCan we cope with any 

ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΚΩ 

Parish Statistics Alvechurch Parish Bromsgrove 

All Ages Population (2011) 5,611 93,637 

Household total dwellings (2011) 2,364 39,374 
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Fig 13. Parish Statistics National Census 2011 

4.18. With this as the background, there are lots of issues for us to work on if we are to achieve the right mix of 

properties for our people.  Most, if not all, of the information and statistics are gathered from the 2011 census, the 

Worcestershire County Council (WCC) parish profile and the Bromsgrove District Council (BDC) evidence base. 

4.19. Introduction 

4.20. There is community support and need to provide a more balanced housing stock with smaller houses.  

4.21. Some community comments 

Á More affordable housing should be provided.  

Á Housing suitable for older people should be provided.  

Á Housing should be provided at a scale which is appropriate to the character of the village and will 

enable new residents to integrate easily into village life.   

Á There should be provision for those with a strong local connection to have preferential access to 

housing.    

Á New development must be integrated into the community rather than creating communities within 

the community.  

4.22. For any substantial future development to take place, the Alvechurch Village boundary would need to be 

enlarged through the release of land from the surrounding Green Belt through a local authority-led Green Belt and 

Bromsgrove District Plan review. This comes as a direct result of all previous future sites set aside for future housing, 

in the superseded Bromsgrove District Local Plan 2004-20011, having now all been developed as of 2017. 

4.23. At several community consultations and from results from the whole parish questionnaire, (delivered 

through the Village magazine), the community responses to all options on each topic were recorded.  

4.24. To the Question: ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎέΚ hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ options in the housing section, 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ΨhǇǘƛƻƴ hƴŜΩΦ 

4.25. ΨhǇǘƛƻƴ hƴŜ ΨǎǘŀǘŜŘΥ ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǎƛtes and should accept long-term growth on 

DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΤ тн҈ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ мр҈ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

13% neither agreed nor disagreed. 

4.26. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 7  has a presumption in favour of sustainable development as 

does the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030, which highlights that new development should be located in 

Alvechurch Village as it is a sustainable location. 

4.27. The adopted Bromsgrove District Plan sets the strategy for growth within Alvechurch Village to 2030. The 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ tƭŀƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ά! [ŀǊƎŜǊ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ 

hierarchy (Bromsgrove District Plan Policy BDP 2 Settlement Hierarchy). 

4.28. Alvechurch Parish, through the APNP, is looking to plan positively to meet such future sustainable housing 

growth and support district housing numbers as stated in the Bromsgrove District Local Plan 2011-2030, and will 

respond positively to the need for new homes when that time arises. 

                                                           
7
 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 

 

Total Cars or vans(2011) 3,742 60,054 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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Fig 14. Map of Sustainable modes of transport walking distances 

4.29. Double click on map for a larger version or open its hyperlink 

4.30. Until more modern times, most villages, including those in this parish, 

have developed through incremental growth that harmonises with the existing 

character of their setting and buildings. It is essential that this continues to be the 

case. A good example can be seen with the recent Mill Court development within 

the Alvechurch Village Conservation Area (see photo on page 51). 

4.31. However the Crown Meadow development shows typical influences of 

20th century housing design, which has removed all trace of the historic 

enclosures and field boundaries that once would have dominated this area. This is 

referred to in the AHERA document. 

4.32. The Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) and the Worcestershire County Council Alvechurch Historic 

Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA) need to be considered early on in the application process. The AHERA 

document is one of two villages Historic and Environmental Resource Assessments made by the archive department 

of Worcestershire County Council and, together with the APDS, should steer developers in designing high quality 

schemes for this neighbourhood area.  

4.33. The APDS and AHERA set out clear design expectations and provide greater certainty for applicants about 

the sort of design, which is likely to be acceptable in this neighbourhood area. The recently published Housing White 

Paper (Feb 2017) states that άƎƻƻŘ design is fundamental to creating healthy and attractive places where people 

ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻǊ ƻƭŘΦέ 

4.34. Locations for housing 

Introduction to Housing Policy 1 

Ctrl and left click map for a larger on line version or click here  

Fig 15. Map of Alvechurch Village boundary 

4.35. The supply of new homes in Alvechurch Village and 

the wider parish must be realised in accordance with the 

distinctive features, scale and grain of the local area whilst 

also having regard to community wishes. Housing 

developments must be carefully considered and will only be 

acceptable where they reflect these principles and are 

consistent with the NP taken as a whole. New development 

for sustainability reasons should be located in Alvechurch 

Village, with some small-scale development in the smaller settlements if and when a local need is proven. 

Development should primarily make use of brownfield sites, and complement the existing built environment whilst 

protecting and enhancing the natural environment. 

4.36. Elderly people are a growing proportion of Alvechurch population. Population projections suggest that this 

trend is likely to continue and become more pronounced. For the NP area to remain as a reasonably balanced 

community, more needs to be done to also attract younger families.  

4.37. A large proportion of our residents have lived in the parish for many years, arriving with children and 

remaining here long after their children have left home. Some of these residents would like to downsize to smaller 

https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9-alvechurch-envelope-22-09-17.pdf
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/2-sustainable-modes-of-transport-06-09-17.pdf
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/alvechurch-parish-design-statement-july-2016.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiemuDikbnYAhVLJ8AKHfGlCiEQFgg6MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worcestershire.gov.uk%2Fdownload%2Fdownloads%2Fid%2F4586%2Fvillages_assessment_project_methodology_and_report.pdf&usg=AOvVaw270LgHBea0QTyfaNqJb4Qh
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiemuDikbnYAhVLJ8AKHfGlCiEQFgg6MAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worcestershire.gov.uk%2Fdownload%2Fdownloads%2Fid%2F4586%2Fvillages_assessment_project_methodology_and_report.pdf&usg=AOvVaw270LgHBea0QTyfaNqJb4Qh
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9-alvechurch-envelope-22-09-17.pdf
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9-alvechurch-envelope-22-09-17.pdf
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dwellings within easy walking distance of Alvechurch Village centre along with its service facilities. However 

opportunities are limited and recent developments have tended to provide larger family homes on sites close to the 

village centre. This is considered to have been a missed opportunity to help meet our recognised need for suitably 

located smaller homes with more elderly people in mind. Increased provision generally, but particularly on small 

sites close to the centre of Alvechurch Village, would help meet this need in a sustainable way and also potentially 

free up under-ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ ΨŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻƳŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ. 

4.38. Support will be given to well-designed new housing development located on brownfield sites within 

Alvechurch Village settlement boundary. In the long term post 2023 it is possible that the village settlement area 

could well change if land is released from the Green Belt, following a local authority Green Belt and Local Plan 

review. However, until such time, short term development for housing will be concentrated within the Alvechurch 

Village settlement boundary as this is the most sustainable location and it is not located in the Green Belt. If it is 

decided in the future that land should be released from the Green Belt, then there will be a revision of the APNP to 

deal with any necessary changes. 

POLICY AIM: Aims to support development for new housing within the Alvechurch Village settlement boundary on 

suitable brownfield sites, as Alvechurch Village is the most sustainable location in the parish 

POLICY H1:  LOCATIONS FOR NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT      

Proposals for new housing development will need to show consideration to the Alvechurch Parish Design 

Statement and the Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource Assessment and will be supported in principal if 

they meet the following criteria; 

a. It is located within the designated Alvechurch Village settlement boundary.  

b. The redevelopment of brownfield land will be prioritised 

c. It would not adversely impact on the existing residential amenity of adjoining occupiers  

d. The Neighbourhood Plan should be used as a whole. 

Apart from Alvechurch Village itself, the neighbourhood area is designated as Green Belt. Inappropriate 

development will not be supported in the Green Belt unless very special circumstances can be demonstrated (as 

set out in the NPPF, paragraphs 87 to 89).   

Background / Justification 

4.39. Policy H1 aligns with the aims of the NPPF and the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030, as it seeks 

to secure housing supply that meets local needs in the most sustainable locations.  The neighbourhood area, apart 

from that within the Alvechurch Village settlement boundary, is designated as Green Belt. Therefore land outside of 

the Alvechurch Village boundary will be restricted by national Green Belt policy. 

4.40. The Alvechurch Village settlement boundary is that which is shown on the adopted District Plan (2011-30) 

tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ aŀǇ ŀǎ ΨwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ !ǊŜŀΩΦ !ǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƛŘΤ άŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

want more housing or that they want further housing to be in appropriate and small-ǎŎŀƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ 

change the feel of the parishέΦ 

4.41. Many people do not accept the premise that some Green Belt land may have to be released and just repeat 

that it should be preserved. Some do not realise we only have a limited number of brownfield sites and those are in 

the Green Belt. However, there is some indication that limited development around settlements may be acceptable 

through a Green Belt and Local Plan review. There is strong support for this to be small inexpensive houses (except 
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at Hopwood where affordable housing has been provided in 2012). There were several comments in other sessions 

about smaller housing for the elderly. 

4.42. Consultation responses from customers at The Lounge in Alvechurch Village had a wide spread of views 

about housing, but many supported building smaller houses. The Baptist Church consultation responses are similar, 

and specifically mention housing for the elderly. There was one response that thought house building in Alvechurch 

is spoiling the traditional aura of the village, especially affordable housing and the people who live there. Another 

says the national housing shortage needs action. 

4.43. CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨŦƛǾŜ ǾŜƴǳŜΩ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǊŜŀ, the community gave clear support 

ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ΨIƻǳǎƛƴƎ hǇǘƛƻƴ мΩΥ ǿƛǘƘ уо ҈ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ 10.2 % 

that disagreed. This option supports the aims of APNP Policy H1 and H2. 

4.44. Option 1 Development first on existing ADRs ςfurther growth after 2023 immediately adjacent to existing 

settlements  

w9{¦[¢{ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ψр ǾŜƴǳŜǎΩ 
No opinion               0  
Strongly agree               26 
Disagree               6 
Neither   4 
Agree   31 
Strongly disagree 1 
Total replies                    68 

Fig 16. Table showing result of one of the housing options   

4.45. Housing for Hopwood and Rowney Green 

4.46. See Fig 18 on page 32 ς Hopwood & Rowney Green village envelope status areas. Note Alvechurch village 

area (Fig 15) is not in the Green Belt however Hopwood and Rowney Green are completely washed over by the 

Green Belt. 

4.47. Introduction to Policy H2 

4.48. Hopwood and Rowney Green are classed in the Bromsgrove District Plan (2011-2030) as smaller settlements 

with limited opportunities for growth and the District Council will work with neighbourhoods and consider Green 

Belt land around all identified settlements in the settlement hierarchy and potential sites in Neighbourhood Plans. 

This may lead to alterations to some settlement boundaries and some village envelopes where suitable sites for 

development are identified.  

 

Fig 17. Existing Affordable Housing in Hopwood built in 2012 
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POLICY AIM:  To maintain the size and character of Hopwood and Rowney Green whilst protecting the Green Belt 

 

POLICY H2: HOUSING FOR HOPWOOD AND ROWNEY GREEN   

 

Proposals for new housing development that are well designed for Hopwood and Rowney Green will be supported 

if they show consideration for the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement and are subject to meeting the relevant 

requirements set out in other policies within this Neighbourhood Plan and the adopted Bromsgrove District 

Plan and where such development:  

 
a. Is limited to small residential infill development and maintains the continuity of existing frontage buildings, or 

is on brownfield land within the built-up area of the village where the site is closely surrounded by existing 
buildings 

 
b. Is not considered to be back garden development 
  
c. Is consistent with the character of the locality as outlined in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement on its 

pages 29-32 
 
d. Provides at least one small home with two or fewer bedrooms for every one large dwelling with three or more 

bedrooms 
 
e. Is in suitable locations, on small infill plots giving opportunities for some well-designed self-build homes 
 
f. Is within the built up area and does not involve the outward extension of the village envelope as shown on the 

adopted Bromsgrove District Plan policies map 
 

Background / Justification  

4.49. In the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan (2011-2030), the 

main area of growth is stated as Bromsgrove Town with 

Alvechurch Village listed as one of several larger settlements 

for sustainable growth.  

Fig 18. Map of Hopwood & Rowney Green envelope areas 

Double click on map to enlarge or click here to open a larger on 

line version 

4.50. Hopwood and Rowney Green are listed as small settlements with village envelopes washed over by the 

DǊŜŜƴ .Ŝƭǘ ŀƴŘ άƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴŦƛƭƭ ǇƭƻǘǎέΣ όtƻƭƛŎȅ .5tн {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ IƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅύΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

when local people, shown by a local housing needs assessment, cannot afford a market value home (Policy BDP 9 

Rural Exception Sites).   

4.51. The APNP supports the policy approach of Bromsgrove District Plan Policies BDP 2 and 9, and adds to it the 

use of the APDS (POLICY HDNE3) to strengthen local policy and to help preserve the character of these two small 

settlements. Small infill plots in suitable locations could also provide opportunities for some well-designed self-build 

homes. The Neighbourhood Area has an open rural character with open land between settlements that make an 

important contribution to the rural character. Local residents expressed their strong support of maintaining this 

https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9a-hopwood-rowney-village-envelopes-22-09-17.pdf
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/9a-hopwood-rowney-village-envelopes-22-09-17.pdf
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openness by the protection of the Green Belt. It is important that infill development does not destroy this essential 

openness and does not adversely affect the natural beauty and landscape character of the area.  

4.52. The Neighbourhood Area already has a higher than average proportion of larger properties (70% of total 

dwellings are 3 bedrooms or more, ONS 2011), which will tend to limit the opportunities for downsizing. At 

consultations and through resulting community feedback there was a general consensus for smaller housing for 

those accessing a home for the first time and for elderly residents wishing to downsize. Hence, the policy requests a 

provision is made for smaller homes. 

4.53. Affordable homes for local people 

4.54. Introduction to Policy H3 

4.55. At the time of writing (March 2018) affordable housing includes social rented, affordable rented and 

intermediate housing, provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not met by the open market. 

Subject to proven local need, a limited amount of affordable housing could be provided within the Parish on small 

rural exception sites, where proposals for housing would not normally be permitted.  

4.56. However the Government is proposing to amend the national planning policy definition of affordable 

housing so it encompasses a fuller range of products that can support people to access home ownership (The 

Housing and Planning Act 2016 received Royal Assent on 12th May 2016 and is now an Act of Parliament). 8 

4.57. The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) 9 ǎǘŀǘŜŘΥ άWe propose that the definition will 

continue to include a range of affordable products for rent and for ownership for households whose needs are not 

met by the market, but without being unnecessarily constrained by the parameters of products that have been used 

in the past which risk stifling innovationά Φ 

4.58. Development should also follow the guidelines set out in the NPPF paragraphs 88 to 90 and 54 to 55 and be 

subject to meeting the relevant requirements set out in the other policies within this Neighbourhood Plan. 

Development should also be compliant with the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan 2011-2030.  

4.59. Affordable housing according to CPRE 10 ƛǎ άthat which is provided to 

eligible households whose needs cannot be met by the open market. Eligibility is 

determined by local incomes and local house prices. Tenants renting 

accommodation from a housing association, local authority or landowner can 

expect to pay between 40% and 80% of the open market priceέ. 

Fig 19. National Average earnings ONS 2011 

4.60. The need for affordable housing is more acute in rural areas than in many urban areas due to the lower 

average wages of rural dwellers, as well as the reduced affordable housing stock, as the charts on this page 

demonstrate (numbers are the most recent available). 

4.61. The lack of affordable housing in rural towns and villages has led to an increase in the average age of 

residents; leading communities to become the preserve of wealthy commuters and retirees. Between the 2001 and 

2011 censuses, the median age of the rural population of England and Wales rose from 42 to 45, while the 

equivalent in urban areas rose from 36 to 37.2    

                                                           
8
 Housing and Planning Act 2016 

9
 The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) 

10
 CPRE Campaign to Protect Rural England 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/22/notes/division/1/index.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-communities-and-local-government
https://www.cpre.org.uk/
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4.62. Rural exception sites arise where a specific local housing need has been demonstrated, and a landowner is 

willing to provide some land at significantly less cost than on the open housing market. This would be on condition 

that the homes built will remain affordable and available to local people in need, in perpetuity. This would be 

brought forward in conjunction with Bromsgrove District Council (BDC) and an appropriate housing association. 

4.63. Impacts on biodiversity and historic environment are uncertain as no specific sites are identified at the 

moment in July 2017.  These impacts would be mitigated by other policies in this NP and the Bromsgrove District 

Plan.  If sites are then identified in the future the requirements for an assessment of environmental impacts would 

likely need to be determined.  Impacts on land use are also uncertain, as while the policy says brownfield sites will 

take priority, no sites as yet have been identified, so there could be an impact on the countryside and Green Belt.  

4.64. Although GENERAL POLICY 1 would ensure that there is a formal pre-application consultation process on any 

major sites planned for development, Policy H3 is strengthened by ensuring local people are informed and given an 

opportunity to consult at an early stage, prior to the development of a formal planning application. 

POLICY AIM: to provide small scale affordable housing developments on rural exception sites for those with a local 

connection as identified through specific local needs surveys and through the Home Choice Plus scheme in 

consultation with the community 

POLICY H3:  AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON RURAL EXCEPTION SITES IN 

THE GREEN BELT   

When suitable rural exception sites have been identified for small scale affordable housing through cooperation 

with the local community, land owners, Alvechurch Parish Council and Bromsgrove District Council (see 

Community Action 1); proposals for small-scale affordable housing developments on the identified sites will be 

supported in principle, subject to the following criteria: 

 

a. Ensuring that local people are informed and given an opportunity for consultation at an early stage, prior to 

the development of a formal planning application 

b. Redevelopment of brownfield land will take priority as sites are identified  

c. Proposals that cannot easily access local services and public transport will not be supported unless sufficient 

infrastructure can be provided to make the scheme sustainable 

d. They comprise no more dwellings than a local need survey identifies 

e. The proposal contributes to meeting the affordable housing needs of people with a very local connection as 

identified by BDC and the preferred housing association 

f. The development is appropriate in terms of its scale, character and location to the settlement to which it is 

associated and complies with the design principles outlined in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement  

g. The development should be a complete scheme identified through a local needs survey  

h. Development will be encouraged if it includes a proportion of well-designed dwellings that meet the needs of 

elderly people and those with disabilities 
 

Open market housing will only be supported where such development can be demonstrated to be essential to 

ensure delivery of affordable housing as part of the same development proposal that should comprise no more 

than 10 dwellings in total (unless a proven need dictates a larger number). The affordable homes should not be 

visibly distinguishable in build or character from any on-site market value homes that may be required for the 

viability of the development. 
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Background / Justification to policy H3  

4.65. The community have expressed a desire for affordable housing for young people with local connections that 

cannot afford to buy a house in the parish of Alvechurch. 

4.66. The 2011 national census revealed that the Neighbourhood Area has an ageing population. To ensure the 

sustainability of the area it was considered by a number of people at consultations that a good age range including 

young families and older people is necessary. Consequently affordable homes to house this age range will be 

required. 

4.67. Any new housing development in the Neighbourhood Area will be limited because of the Green Belt policy 

constraint. There is no site of any real size left that is not subject to Green Belt policy and given that the reserved 

building plots set aside for future development have been or are in the process of being developed, no substantial 

site is available for further development post 2023. 

4.68. Although policy APNP General Policy 1 ensures there is a formal pre-application consultation process on sites 

planned for development together with APNP Policy H3 this ensures that local people are informed and given an 

opportunity to consult at an early stage on rural site locations. 

4.69. Housing Design Principles 

4.70. Introduction 

4.71. Polices in Alvechurch Parish will encourage the provision of new housing in order to meet Local District Plan 

targets. Necessary infrastructure will need to accompany future housing, be sited in the most suitable and 

sustainable location, and developed in a sustainable manner through quality design. 

4.72. Development is encouraged to improve movement into, and around the Alvechurch Village centre, by 

promoting cycling, walking and ease of access for those with restricted mobility. See CWIS cycling and walking 

strategy 11 on pages 76 to 78 of the Evidence Base Summary document, and the footnote below.    

4.73. Proposals should also encourage development that strengthens sport, recreation, play and culture, by 

providing well-ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ 

4.74. As ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ άƪŜȅ Lǎsues for tƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ όƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мт), quality design plays a significant role in our policies 

leading to a better Alvechurch Parish. At public consultations, the community preference shown was for housing to 

be limited to developments with a majority of properties being for one, two and three bedrooms aimed especially 

for those accessing housing for the first time and for some properties for elderly residents wishing to downsize. 

4.75. Alvechurch is a beautiful parish with many fine buildings. The Alvechurch Village community has strong 

views that the NP should ensure future development reflects its heritage and sense of place, and that any new 

development in the wider parish area should also acknowledge the character of the countryside, and show 

sensitivity to its environment. The Parish Council acknowledges the duty this puts upon it, and the expectation of 

quality and sustainability in any new build. 

4.76. Previous consultations with developers have revealed that there is joint benefit if the NP sets out community 

expectations.  Policy APNP H4 establishes a framework to guide all future housing developments. Individual site 

design and access statements will be required from every developer proposing to build any major development of 10 

or more houses on sites located within this Neighbourhood Plan Area. Policy APNP H4 on Housing Design Principles 

is the foundation upon which these should be based. 

                                                           
11

 Cycling and walking investment strategy - GOV.UK 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3lrn0l7nYAhWrLcAKHRmICLwQFgg5MAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcycling-and-walking-investment-strategy&usg=AOvVaw3iZmI12bFx1P56Zx1S-i5C
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4.77. The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built environment, as stated in the NPPF: 

άGood design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is indivisible from good planning, and should contribute 

positively to making places better for peopleΦέ όbttCΣ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ рсύ Τ άIt is important to plan positively for the 

achievement of high quality and inclusive design for all development, including individual buildings, public and 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎΦέ (NPPF, paragraph 57) 

4.78. {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ƻƴǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴd not 

in keeping with the rural locality and does not reflect the character of many villages in the surrounding area. For 

future development proposals, there is an opportunity to enhance the built environment and improve the quality of 

the design aesthetic within Alvechurch Village. 

4.79. The APNP will use the role of design to deliver sustainable development and improve the quality of place for 

our communities. Importantly for neighbourhood planning, design also inspires and encourages people to 

participate in the planning process.  

4.80. ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ   ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άgood design is 
fundamental to successful neighbourhood planning. Good design makes 
neighbourhoods more sustainable, adaptable and resilient and creates 
places where people want to live and workέΦ 

Fig 20. Example of sympathetic rural design 

4.81. The Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) and the latest 
Worcestershire County Council (AHERA) documents provide detailed 
evidence that should be used by developers when they consider the design 
details for their proposals. Evidence of their use will be encouraged at 
planning application stage (further information on these resources can be 
found in topic 2: Heritage, Design and the Natural Environment).  

POLICY AIM: to provide housing designed to be special, even ambitious while having regard to the surrounds 

POLICY H4:  HOUSING DESIGN PRINCIPLES  

1 Development proposals within the Neighbourhood Area that demonstrates high quality design will be 
encouraged. This means responding to and integrating with local surroundings and landscape context as 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ .5t tƻƭƛŎȅ мф ΨIƛƎƘ 
vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΩΦ 

 
2 Proposals should respond to and reflect the identity of the local setting by way of height, scale, spacing, 

layout, design and materials of building except where the surrounding local built character would be 
appropriate for more innovative buildings. 

 
3 Proposals are encouraged to use locally sourced indigenous materials (including Alvechurch red brick, 

where appropriate), and incorporate suitable local detailing regarding the local building style to enhance 
the sense of place as indicated in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) and the Alvechurch 
Historic Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA). 

 
4 Development, which proposes innovative design, will be expected to respect and take account of local 

heritage and character. 
 
5 Development that fails to take the opportunities available for enhancing the local character and quality of 

the area and the way it functions will not be supported. 
 
6 On schemes of more than 10 dwellings large areas of uniform type and size will not be acceptable. 
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7 Planning proposals for new housing development will be expected to consider and take account of the 

following: 

I. They respect the traditional character of a place and take into consideration its history, geology,  

transportation links and natural landscape  

II. They respect prevailing size, layout and access of existing nearby properties and development pattern that is 

in keeping with the Alvechurch rural locality. 

III. They respect and follow established building lines and street scene arrangements for front gardens; walls; 

railings; hedges and gateways, as suggested in the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement (APDS) 

IV. Garden sizes should reflect local character and be proportionate to meet the amenity requirements 

commensurate to the size of dwelling and number of bedrooms 

V. Driveways and entrances that reflect the surrounding street scene and respect local character 

VI. New housing development is designed to meet the requirements of Ψ{ŜŎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΩ 12 to minimise the 

likelihood of crime and/or fear of crime 

VII. New housing developments will be encouraged to achieve the highest standard of Building for Life13 to 

secure better design in the neighbourhood area 

VIII. Extensions to properties should be of a subordinate scale to the original building 

IX. Any necessary street and external lighting is positioned and directed to minimise adverse impact on amenity 

ƻŦ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ Ψ¢ƘŜ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

[ƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΩ όL[tύ14,  (see background information in justification below).  

8 Where a Design and Access Statement is required it should give a clear vision of the type of place that could be 

created by considering the local character and needs of the Neighbourhood Area and showing how the 

development will:  

a. Use local building materials that are wherever possible, indigenous, have a natural harmony with the 

landscape, and which are selected with care to ensure they complement existing surrounding dwellings   

b. Promote, where feasible, waste water management both in respect of sustainable drainage and water 

capture (for use in activities such as gardening or vehicle washing) 

c. Maximise the use of renewable energy opportunities offered by a particular site 

d. Where feasible installing solar panels on new build and retrofitting renewable energy solutions to existing 

developments and structures 

e. Reducing the risk of fuel poverty by improving thermal efficiency 

f. Integrate new homes into the existing built environment and design a pedestrian and cycle friendly 

neighbourhood 

g. Provide access to local facilities and public transport links via convenient, direct paths with dropped kerbs 

ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǳǎƘŎƘŀƛǊǎΣ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ ǳǎŜǊǎΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƻǊ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ 

scooter 

h. Design streets in a way that encourages low vehicle speeds and allows them to function as shared spaces 

where appropriate 

CONT. 

                                                           
12

 The official UK Police flagship initiative combining the principles of 'designing out crime' with physical security 
13

 Building for Life 12 (BFL 12) is the industry standard for the design of new housing developments. 
14

 ¢ƘŜ Lƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΩ όL[tύ 

http://www.securedbydesign.com/
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/resources/guide/building-life-12-third-edition
https://www.theilp.org.uk/home/
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i. Design streets that accommodate some on-street parking to prevent anti-social parking on footways, and  

allow for trees and planting to reduce the visual impact of ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ΨǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ 

ōȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΩ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 

j. Provide garages set back from the street frontage and designed to reflect the architectural style of the house 

they serve 

k. Where appropriate provide parking spaces located in between houses (rather than in front) so that vehicles 

do not dominate the street scene 

l. tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΦ 

9 The WCC ALVECHURCH HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RESOURCE ASSESSMENT and The ALVECHURCH PARISH 

DESIGN STATEMENT documents should be used in conjunction with policy APNP Policy H4 to ensure the character 

ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ 

documents that should be used by developers as design guidance when they are considering how to design 

development for the Neighbourhood Area. Evidence of their use will be expected at planning application stage.  

Background/Justification 

4.82. It is important to achieve a balance of allowing new design and innovation whilst protecting the existing 

ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ 

variety of architectural styles in the Neighbourhood Area and, apart from one block of maisonette affordable 

housing and a couple of three storeys early 19th century listed farm buildings; the majority of buildings comprise 

two storey residential properties.  

4.83. Our policies are not designed to unduly restrict development. Instead they challenge developers to deliver 

innovative development of high quality design that responds to the surroundings as stated in the AHERA document 

and the APDS, and is appropriate for future parish residents. The APDS and the AHERA set out clear design 

expectations for the neighbourhood area. APNP Policy H4 encourages developers to use these design guides when 

designing schemes for the neighbourhood area, as the documents will give greater certainty to developers about the 

sort of design that is likely to be acceptable. 

4.84. In response to the recently published Housing White Paper (Feb 2017), the use of the widely accepted design 

ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Ψ.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ 

the neighbourhood area. 15 (Fixing our broken housing market, White Paper published Feb 2017, page 30, and 

ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ мΦпсύΦ bttC ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ мнр ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ άBy encouraging good design, planning policies and decisions should 

limit the impact of light pollution from artificial light on local amenity, intrinsically dark landscapes and nature 

conservationέΦ 

4.85. Alvechurch is a rural parish and many residents at consultations expressed a desire to maintain the rural 

nature of its main village and smaller settlements and, where possible, prevent light pollution and increasing 

urbanisation.  Information for lighting in rural setting can be found on the website of The Institution of Lighting 

Professionals (ILP)16  άaŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ-time 

environment but, if not properly controlled, obtrusive light (sometimes referred to as light pollution) can present 

serious physiological and ecological problemsέ όL[tύΦ 

4.86. Policy APNP H4 will be used in conjunction with other policies in the Neighbourhood Plan when assessing 

proposals for housing development. In particular, development proposals will also need to be in accordance with 

ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ¢ƻǇƛŎ н ΨIŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Ǉƻlicies. 

                                                           
15

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-our-broken-housing-market 
 
16

 The Institution of Lighting Professionals (ILP)   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-our-broken-housing-market
https://www.theilp.org.uk/home/
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Sustainable development through design 

4.87. Introduction

 

4.88. Sustainability of an area should mean planning positively for the future that makes things better for 

residents and visitors alike, it is to encourage improvement and not add to any existing deficiencies. To achieve this, 

polices within the APNP will encourage development that not only meets District Plan targets but ensures the 

necessary infrastructure and community facilities are provided to support it. This ensures that decisions taken today 

do not have unreasonably negative effects on our future generations. 

POLICY AIM: To encourage sustainable development that improves and enhances the existing way of life, and 

provides for a better future in the parish and, promotes zero carbon methods over the life time of the APNP 

POLICY H5: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH DESIGN 

A. Developers will be encouraged to demonstrate how their proposal will achieve a high level of 

environmental sustainability in terms of design and construction. Proposals of 10 or more dwellings will be 

required to submit ŀ Ψ{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŀǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ 

 

B. Proposals should identify the risk of surface water flooding specifically, and if necessary developing a 

surface water management plan. 

 

C. New developments should minimise water use and incorporate waste water management and Sustainable 

Drainage Schemes (SuDS)17.  

 

D. Low or zero carbon emission schemes will be encouraged. 

 

E. To limit visual impact and support the diversion of food and water waste the following items should also 

be encouraged early in the design process and integrated into the overall scheme sympathetically: 

Á   Bin stores and recycling facilities 

Á   Cycle store  

Á   Rainwater storage butts and compost bins to encourage green lifestyles 

Á   Compost bin 

Á   Flues and ventilation ducts must be minimised through good design  

 

F. External lighting - inappropriate and badly designed external lighting of development that masks views of the 

night sky or negatively impacts on sites of biodiversity will be discouraged. Light glare and spillage must be 

minimised through good design. 

                                                           
17

 http://www.bgs.ac.uk/suds/ 
 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/suds/
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Background / Justification  

4.89. Sustainable design is covered by national standards. In Alvechurch Parish we want to encourage developers 

to go beyond the national standard and build exemplary sustainable homes and other types of buildings. Building 

new homes that meet the design standards of Lifetime Homes will be supported, see the standards website is 

provided for more clarity on this matter.  link to the Lifetime Homes website 

4.90. On major sites, a sustainability statement should be used to outline the proposed strategy for meeting 

energy and sustainability requirements as set out by Bromsgrove District Council, including:  

a. Proposals that reflect high quality development through improving design quality for its rural setting 

b. Minimising waste; 

c. Enhance or increase biodiversity 

d. Reduce the risk of flooding where necessary 

e. Pollution and air quality 

f. Building lifetime homes 

 

4.91. Energy use in buildings accounts for almost half of all CO2 emissions. There is an opportunity for new 

dwellings to be designed to reduce energy use and, where possible, generate some energy from renewable sources. 

There is also an opportunity to improve the sustainability of the parish as a whole, not just in terms of energy use 

but also in the broader sense - including things such as walking and cycling. 

4.92. When commenting on development proposals the Parish Council will take a positive approach that reflects 

the presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the National Planning Policy Framework. The 

Parish Council will work proactively with applicants to find joint solutions to secure development that improves the 

economic, social and environmental sustainability of the parish area. 

 

A MIX OF HOUSING 

Introduction to Policy H6 

4.93. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ άŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜέ ƻǊ 

large houses continually being built in our area over the years. These have been to the detriment of delivering a mix 

of housing that is affordable to the local community.  

4.94. ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜΩǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ tƭŀƴ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ уΦстΤ άHowever, it is important to note that 

Bromsgrove has a high proportion of large 4 and 5 bedroom homes. In order to help redress the balance between 

large homes currently available and the ageing population there needs to be a significant change in building patterns 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ and Policy  BDP7.1 Housing Mix and Density requiresΥ άtǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ 

of identified housing needs in terms of the size and type of dwellings. To ensure mixed and vibrant communities are 

created development proposals need to focus on delivering 2 and 3 bedroom properties. On schemes of 10 or more 

dwellings it is accepted that a wider mix of dwelling types may be requiredέ. 

4.95. Our prescription for housing mix is informed by application of the Bromsgrove District Plan policies to our 

Parish housing situation and what our parishioners have said in our consultation sessions. We will allow at the time 

of a review of our NP a change in the mix if future conditions in the parish point to it.  We do not take the view that 

leaving the market to determine the mix necessarily ensures the desired outcome, as evidenced by the excess of 

larger housing types proposed or built in the district in recent years. 

http://www.lifetimehomes.org.uk/


Page 40 of 118 
 

4.96. APNP Policy H6 will help to ensure that future housing development delivers a better balanced mix of 

property types, sizes and tenures to meet the housing needs specific to Alvechurch Parish in the future, considering 

market requirements at that time. 

 

4.97. POLICY AIM: To encourage sustainable development of a more suitable mix of property and tenures as 

supported by the community including an element of affordable housing. The policy aims to help those accessing the 

market for the first time and to also provide housing for older residents wishing to downsize from their current homes 

and free up larger houses for growing families. 

POLICY H6:   PROVIDING A MIX OF HOUSING TYPES AND SIZES      

1. Developments of 10 or more dwellings shall provide a mix of house types and garden space that is 
proportionate to the dwelling. New housing shall be well designed in scale, form and character to meet the 
needs of current and future households in the Neighbourhood Area.   

2. Development of 11 or more dwellings will be required to include an element of affordable housing in 
accordance with the NPPF and the adopted BDP 2011-2030 Policy BDP8 Affordable Housing where viable. 
Affordable dwellings should not be visibly distinguishable in build or character from any on-site market value 
dwelling. 

3. Proposals for developments of 10 or more dwellings should seek to achieve the following mix unless viability, 
market requirements at that time or other material considerations show a robust justification for a different 
mix:  

a. Overall up to 10% of new dwellings should aim to have 1 bedroom 

b. 40% should aim to have 2 bedrooms with an element of ground floor single level dwellings to meet the 

              needs of the elderly and people with disabilities 

c. 40% should aim to have 3 bedrooms 

d. Up to 10% should aim to have 4 or more bedrooms. 

 
4. The mix will be informed by the latest Strategic Housing Market Assessment and / or local documents and 

evidence, for example, Neighbourhood Plans, Parish Surveys, Parish Plans, Local Authority plans and 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

Background / Justification  

4.98. The Neighbourhood Area already has a higher than average proportion of larger properties, which will tend 

to limit the opportunities for downsizing (see the introductory paragraphs of this Topic 1). There was also a general 

consensus for smaller housing for those accessing a home for the first time and for elderly residents wishing to 

downsize. 

4.99. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ǇǊƛŎŜŘ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ Lƴ нлмнΣ άǘhe lower quartile 

house price to earnings ratio was 8.89 in Bromsgrove District; significantly greater than the national ratio at 6.45 and 

the Worcestershire ratio of 7.43. It is clear that Bromsgrove is far in excess of the national ratio and it highlights a 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŦŀǊ 

ƻǳǘǎǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎέΦ18  

                                                           
18

 Amion Housing Needs Assessment ς Report in response to InspectoǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ /ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ -29th August 2014 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/2217980/AMION-Report-for-BDC-in-response-to-Insps-IC-FINAL-without-bug-.pdf
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4.100. ¢ƘŜ Ψ!Ƴƛƻƴ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ bŜŜŘǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ς wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ /ƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΣ нфǘƘ !ǳgust 

нлмпΩΣ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘǎǘǊƛǇ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

an average (median) gross annual income of £23,36419 , many young residents wanting to buy a property in 

Alvechurch on their own will struggle to access anything other than affordable rented (2 bed dwelling) and social 

rented properties without considerable deposits.  

 

Fig 21. Affordability benchmarks-annual income  required 

4.101. Figure 21 above is from the Amion Housing Needs Assessment ς Report iƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ 

Conclusions -29th August 2014 see footnote 18 on page 41 for details of the report. 

4.102. The adopted Bromsgrove District Plan identifies a need for two and three bedroomed properties in the 

district. The APNP seeks, based on the Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2012 and the Amion 

Housing Needs Assessment report 2014, a proportion of smaller housing for first-time occupiers and single story 

dwellings with some outdoor space for older residents. Throughout consultations, affordable housing was one of the 

key issues identified by local residents for the parish, with the view that development should consist of an element 

of small and affordable homes. 

4.103. The Worcestershire Strategic Market Housing Assessment 2012/13 (SMHA 2012/13) in the penultimate 

paragraph on page 106 states:  άThe demographic trends in household formation, particularly a large proportion of 

one person households, are one factor that will have an impact on the types and sizes of properties required (other 

factors will include income and availability of loan capital). This coupled with the expectations and aspirations of 

households means getting the right mix of housing is of great importance. The 2011 Census data has allowed us to 

explore the latest cƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǊŜƴŘǎέ. 

4.104. /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ΨtǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻǎΩ 

illustrates that the County, and each of the component Local Authorities, are likely to see a continued growth in single 

person and couple households, with a relatively small increase in family households. 20  

At community presentations the option shown below was well supported: 

4.105. Consultation questionnaire Option:  

4.106. Where should future housing be?  Additional housing limited to small inexpensive houses if Green Belt has 

to be used? 

                                                           
19

 http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/pub.housing.org.uk/Home_Truths_2017_West_Midlands.pdf 
 
20

 February 2012   gva.co.uk page 171. 

http://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/pub.housing.org.uk/Home_Truths_2017_West_Midlands.pdf
http://www.swdevelopmentplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Main-SHMA-Report-February-2012-Final-Nov-Correction.pdf
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4.107. From those community consultations: the results for the above option showed 67% agreed and 22% were 
against, 11 % neither agreed nor disagreed. APNP Policy H6 conforms to higher authority policies by encouraging 
future housing development of a suitable mix of dwellings that will meet the needs of the Alvechurch Parish 
community as a whole. APNP H6 will help to deliver more small and medium houses in the area ς houses that 
families and younger people want and could afford, and some for our elderly residents as the community mentioned 
to members of the Steering group at several community consultations. Several participants at the Baptist Church 
sessions stressed άǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅέΦ  

4.108. The 2012 Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) identifies that the proportion of 

older person households (those over the current working age) is forecast to grow from 21.4% to around 33% of the 

total population. This analysis suggests that there will be high demand for smaller properties suitable for meeting 

the needs of older person households. 

4.109. Delivering a wide choice of homes by type and of good quality is essential to support sustainable mixed and 

inclusive communities. In Alvechurch this will underpin a well-balanced population that is vital to the ongoing 

Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƎŜƛƴƎ 

population. 

4.110. If any development opportunities should arise, evidence from the Worcestershire Strategic Housing Market 

Assessment, community consultations and the Amion Housing Needs Assessment ς wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ 

Interim Conclusions , 29th August 2014  support the view that accommodation should be one or a combination of 

the following smaller types:  

a. Affordable housing for rental or shared ownership only by those with a local connection  

b. Properties aimed at those elderly residents downsizing, young families or first-time buyers, with an 

emphasis on smaller houses of the two to three bedroom variety    

c. Properties built to the new technical standards, with a proportion of ground floor single-storey dwellings 

located close to key facilities suitable for more elderly residents. 

4.111. There is a requirement in the adopted Bromsgrove District Plan to provide up to 40% affordable units on 

Greenfield sites or any site accommodating 200 or more dwellings.  The District Council will seek to negotiate the 

mix of affordable housing tenures on individual schemes taking into account local needs, the housing mix in the local 

area and the impact on viability (Policy BDP8 Affordable Housing).  Affordable units will be provided for those 

individuals in housing need as agreed by the BDC Choice based Letting Scheme or updated evidence. 

4.112. Comments received from local residents at various consultations throughout 2012-2014 and in the parish 

questionnaire, included concerns that housing should be for local people. Those considered priority included first 

time buyers, young families, the disabled, and provision made to include some housing suited to older people.  

4.113. New housing, improved services and facilities  

4.114. Introduction 

4.115. Map of Indoor community facilities & parking 

Double click on the map or Ctrl click here for a larger version of 

the map 

4.116. There are two schools in the parish: Crown Meadow 

First School and Nursery, and Alvechurch Church of England 

Middle School. 

https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/6-alvechurch-community-facilities-06-09-17.pdf
https://alvechurchpnplan.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/6-alvechurch-community-facilities-06-09-17.pdf
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4.117. In 2017, school places for local children have not always been available, with some having to take places 

outside of the parish due to lack of places. As the parish population grows over the NP period and beyond, it is vital 

that our schools are able to offer sufficient places to cater for that growth.  There may be circumstances leading to a 

need for building expansion on- site or even relocation to be considered to meet the required growth in pupil 

numbers. 

4.118. It is understood by the community that population growth resulting from future major development post-

2023, will put even more pressure on education, medical care and allied services already near to capacity in 2017. 

The Parish Council through the NP will work with the relevant health and education bodies and local authorities to 

mitigate any such shortfalls. This will include the use of developer contributions through Section 106 and CIL (if a CIL 

policy has been implemented and adopted by Bromsgrove District Council at that time). 

4.119. A NEW APPROACH TO DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS 

4.120. A REPORT BY THE CIL REVIEW TEAM SUBMITTED OCTOBER 2016 (website link) (SUBMITTED OCTOBER 2016)Υ άOur 

report also seeks to make the delivery of infrastructure at a neighbourhood level more certain and better directed 

to the items of infrastructure that really matter. By re-affirming the role of Section 106 contributions, we enhance 

the opportunity for local people to engage with developers over the community benefits that might be gained 

from development when the proposals are being devisedέΦ 

4.121. The community has shown a wish to retain the small number of retail premises in Alvechurch Village centre 

ȅŜǘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƘƻǇŜŘ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

through the Parish Council working with developers and the local authorities, using good design principles and 

policies to enhance the vitality and viability of Alvechurch Village. 

4.122.  

POLICY AIM: To encourage safe, accessible, adequate and sustainable community services and facilities especially 

around Alvechurch Village centre to meet the future needs of parish residents. Developers will be encouraged to 

lessen any negative impact on health or educational services and facilities. 

POLICY H7: NEW HOUSING, IMPROVED SERVICES AND FACILITIES  

A. Where the need is identified, proposals for housing developments, that make provision for new or improved 

services and facilities, will be considered favourably.  

B. Contributions will be required as appropriate from each developer to fund any identified additional need for 

healthcare, education, leisure facilities, green infrastructure, highways and transportation. The upgraded, or 

additional, local facilities or services to be considered include:  

a. Middle  School expansion  

b. Primary School expansion  

c. Health care measures  

d. ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǘǊŀŶŎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƳ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎ  

e. Support for public transport services 

f. Additional car parking capacity   

g. Allotment provision 

h. More recreational public open space 

i. Conservation of the natural environment, and  

j. The creation and maintenance of riverside, canal-side and countryside public footpaths. 

(No priority is implied by this list, which will vary over time) 

CONT. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/589637/CIL_REPORT_2016.pdf
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C. Measures to mitigate the adverse impact of the development will be provided and /or secured by planning 

obligations where remedying these impacts is necessary to make development acceptable in planning terms; 

where the remedy is directly related to the development and where it is fairly and reasonably related in scale 

and kind to the development.  Such obligations should also be in accordance  with Policy BDP 6, Infrastructure 

Provision.  

 

D. Development that would have an unacceptable impact will not be supported. 

 

Background / Justification 

4.123. As mentioned, community have concern regarding negative effects extra housing could have on school 

places, medical services and added to an increase in traffic related issues.  

4.124. Through discussions with the schools and medical centre there is evidence of current pressure on education 

and health facilities; this will increase as upcoming major housing developments are built and occupied. In addition, 

as explained in the commentary on policies for the local economy there is a wish to locally retain and create more 

jobs. This means making improvements to better support local businesses, including attracting more visitors and 

tourists. Adding the listed requirements will support both parts of the above objective. 

Á Proposals for new housing in Alvechurch must ensure that the new homes are well integrated with the 

existing village. This integration could be achieved by a number of means including:  

Á Better provision of high speed broadband and improvements to electronic connectivity for the outlying areas 

of the parish. 

Á Encouraging joined up and integrated transport systems through cooperation with Worcestershire County 

Council and service providers. This should include safe, direct routes for pedestrians and cyclists to the rest 

of the village and its centre in particular. 

Á Encouraging new facilities that can be shared with the whole community including the smaller settlements 

e.g. improved open spaces or better retail, sporting and social outlets connecting new and old together via 

sustainable transport methods, extensions provided to existing schools and medical facilities or the provision 

of new schools or new medical centres. 

4.125. The NP cannot propose land-use policies on the Green Belt at this time to resolve these important local 

issues but it does recognise the urgent need to support the schools and plan for their future. Alvechurch Parish 

Council will begin this consultation at the earliest possible opportunity with a view to formally advancing proposals 

relating to healthcare and educational use of land in the village, particularly land in the vicinity of the Birmingham 

Road, to the appropriate authorities as additions to the APNP.  

4.126. Not all of these improvements can be addressed by land use policy. However the NP proposes to achieve 

some if not all of these aspirations through discussions and cooperation between Alvechurch Parish Council, local 

authorities, education and healthcare providers, and the applicant at pre-application stage.  

4.127. This must be carried out through projects or Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ. For the Housing Topic, these non-

statutory Community Actions follow in this next section and on the following page. 

4.128. A typical community comment summed this up: 

4.129. άExtra housing would put a strain on health and education facilities of the parishέΦ 
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NON STATUTORY COMMUNITY ACTIONS FOR THE HOUSING TOPIC 

Community Projects identified in the Draft Plan 

Delivering the vision and key aims ς Community Actions  

Through the process of developing the Neighbourhood Plan some areas of community concerns cannot be covered 

by planning policy however as part of the Neighbourhood Planning process they can ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

!ŎǘƛƻƴǎΩκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

other local organisations.  Eight Community Actions have been identified as part of the preparation of this 

Neighbourhood Plan, these are described at the end of each Topic Policy section to which they relate. 

A list of community priorities has been created through the consultation process and the development of the draft 

policies. These cannot be addressed through land use policies nor can they be delivered by the Neighbourhood Plan 

Group. Local Organisations are invited to get involved with delivering these Projects. These Community Actions are 

found after the policy topic sections to which they relate.  

 

COMMUNITY ACTION 1, AIM: To bring community views and wishes to Bromsgrove District council if particular 

local needs arise for small scale affordable housing in rural areas. 

COMMUNITY ACTION 1:  RURAL EXCEPTION SITES 

The Parish Council will work positively and proactively with the local community and Bromsgrove District Council 

to identify suitable rural exception sites for small-scale affordable housing development when there is a proven 

local need. 

If sites are identified through community and local authority cooperation in the future, the requirements for an 

assessment of environmental impacts would need to be determined to consider the impact on biodiversity and 

historic environment 

 

COMMUNITY ACTION 2, AIM: To secure funding to maintain, enhance and add the essential infrastructure and 

community facilities to meet the needs of parish residents, support local businesses, and the needs of those from the 

ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

 

 

COMMUNITY ACTION 2:  PLANNING FUTURE EDUCATION  

The Parish Council will work with the associated trust/academy boards and the local authority to ensure that 

there are sufficient school places, and that admission policies are such that the schools will accommodate:  

    a. Pupils from within the NP area as a priority 
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    b. Those who wish to attend but live outside the NP areas that are either already within the system or have   

siblings already in the system.   

ü Creating a sustainable well designed community 

 

 

ü Encouraging more play and open spaces 

 

 

ü Protection and enhancement of important community 

facilities; like the school and medical services; infrastructure; 

environmental and historical assets 

 

 

 

ü The parish will become an area that is attractive for people to 

live in, work in and visit for current and future generations 

 

Fig 22. The new school facade 
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TOPIC 2- POLICES FOR HERITAGE, DESIGN AND THE NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

Introduction: 

KEY AIMS ASSOCIATED WITH POLICES IN TOPIC 2: 

KEY AIM 1: KEY AIM 4: KEY AIM 6: KEY AIM 7: KEY AIM 8: 

4.130. ¢ƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ΨYŜȅ !ƛƳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ contents can be found on page 20. 

4.131. People associated with Alvechurch Parish are privileged to 

enjoy a quality of life that mixes the benefits of pleasant villages and 

hamlets surrounded by attractive countryside, rich in native animal and 

plant life. This mix is enhanced by a wide range of historic and 

characterful buildings and monuments. 

Fig 23. Old houses Red Lion Street 

4.132. ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ 

and Alvechurch (Allchurch) Deer Park as well as Bordesley Park, which 

was associated with the close-by former Bordesley Abbey. They include 

ancient green amenity spaces and farmland. 

4.133. The parish is well served by traditional farmsteads, which contribute to local distinctiveness and the varied 

chaǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ 

farming practices. The future of the majority of historic farm buildings however is now increasingly dependent on 

diversification and new roles outside mainstream agricultural use. The popularity of the area and its setting has 

brought with it the threat of over-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

existing heritage, amenity and character. 

4.134. From our consultation work there is overwhelming support for keeping the countryside wildlife friendly, with 

ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎέ that access to the countryside should be improved, and that the use of green 

technology and energy conservation should be encouraged and increased within the parish. Within the context of 

enabling sustainable growth, the NP seeks to preserve the environment of the parish and Alvechurch Village 

(including its Conservation Area). 

4.135. Development will be directed away from environmental resources of value and will be expected to minimise 

its impact on landscape, biodiversity and heritage. The issue of flooding will have to be appropriately mitigated by 

development. The area surrounding Alvechurch is mainly agricultural land that plays a contributory role in the 

ǊŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘΣ ōƻǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 

4.136. This will be achieved by: 

Á Protecting agricultural land used in the process of food production; 

Á Protecting and maintaining existing green spaces of value to the community; 

Á Protecting natural habitats; 

Á Protecting the existing quality of landscape and encourage local biodiversity; 

Á Maintaining the village Conservation Area, listed buildings and all other non-designated heritage assets  
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Á Minimising the risk of fluvial and surface water flooding 

4.137. !ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 

environment defines Alvechurch. By including heritage and the natural environment in our plan, the community can 

really get to know the place in which they live. They can ensure it keeps its vitality, sense of identity, individuality 

and distinctiveness. Through this APNP we can choose the best ways for it to develop and grow. We can pass it on as 

a place to be proud of. 

Heritage 

4.138. Alvechurch Village and Withybed Green were privileged to be one of only two settlements in Worcestershire 

to have a detailed Historic Environment Resource Assessments (AHERA). Two Historic Environment Action Plans 

(HEAPs) for Alvechurch Village and Withybed Green (ALV_A1) and Rowney Green, Bordesley and Alvechurch Park 

(ALV_A3) have been produced by WCC for Alvechurch Parish. 

4.139. These documents together with the APDS are useful resources to be used by applicants when submitting 

their proposals. HEAP documents identify risks and deficiencies affecting the sustainability of all aspects that 

contribute towards a particular area or environment, promoting the character and special qualities of the 

environment in the context of managing change across the landscape, concentrating on Alvechurch Village area and 

its immediate environs. 

The Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource Assessment (AHERA) 

4.140. ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !I9w! ƛǎ άǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ and its immediate 

historic environment is fully appreciated in terms of its townscape, landscapes, historic buildings, urban form, and 

archaeology. Furthermore, that it is capitalised upon to its best advantage through locally responsive conservation 

and dŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦέ ό!I9w!Σ ǇŀƎŜ оύ  

4.141. There are 37 distinctive character areas or historic local environments identified around Alvechurch Village 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²//Ωǎ !I9w! ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳld be given equal consideration to aid design in addition to the use of the 

APDS, which is a parish wide design statement. Each of the character area statements describe the historic urban 

morphology, landscape context, built form, and inherited characteristics. The AHERA also includes over one-hundred 

historic buildings and archaeological monuments identified and recorded. 

4.142. The NP recognises the historic environment is one of the important factors in making Alvechurch Parish 

unique and is a source of local identity and pride. It is therefore vitally important that this is reflected in our 

approach to the future management of our historic assets and that it is given sufficient weight in development 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǎǘŀǘutory protection and therefore consideration will be given 

to putting forward currently unlisted buildings for inclusion on the Statutory List 

4.143. Design impacts on how people interact with places. Although design is only part of the planning process it 

can influence a range of economic, social and environmental objectives. New developments within Alvechurch Parish 

should seek to ensure through better design, that they have regard for not just for the short term but over the 

lifetime of this NP. 

The Alvechurch Village Conservation Area  

4.144. The Conservation Area makes one of the most significant contributions to the character of Alvechurch as a 

whole. It still retains much of the original twelfth-century planned form. Alvechurch Parish council lists 46 buildings, 

and most of them are within the Conservation Area. Understanding the Conservation Area and the historic character 

of the parish will play a major role in designing new development. The AHERA document that was undertaken by 

WCC in 2014 provides a unique insight into the historic character of the parish area through a character assessment. 
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Developers will be expected to use this important resource together with the APDS when designing new 

development schemes in the NP area. 

4.145. In addition, any development must make provision for the conservation and enhancement of the historic 

ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǊ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 

building must make sure it conserves and enhances these important areas and features of heritage value.  

4.146. Development proposals in 

areas outside the Conservation Area will still 

need to take account of any historic features 

that may be present and design new 

development in a way that enhances and 

conserves the traditional local character of 

the neighbourhood area. 

Fig 24. The Alvechurch Village Conservation Area 

For more information and a clearer map click 

here 

 

History of the parish including the Conservation Area 

4.147. Alvechurch means the church of the Lady Aelfgyth, possibly a relative of King Athelstan. King Offa gave the 

land forming the parish to the local church in the late eighth century. There is little doubt that there was a church 

here in Saxon times because information about Alvechurch in the Domesday Book mentioned the presence of a 

priest. Nothing is known about Aelfgiva, the Saxon lady who is presumed to have founded the church and so given 

the village the name it has held for over a thousand years. 

4.148. Alvechurch and Wast Hills were Domesday Manors, Weatheroak and Hopwood were medieval hamlets and 

there are sites of deserted medieval hamlets at Radford, Pyria, Forhill, Alcott, Bittell and Red Hill.  For some distance 

the parish boundary follows the Dagnell Brook, the waters draining from Weatheroak Hill to the River Arrow and 

south to the River Severn. Not far away water drains to the River Cole and north to the River Trent. 

4.149. The pattern of settlement and land use that was established in medieval times can be discerned in the 

landscape today. In the 12th century the Bishop of Worcester, who was Lord of the Manor, enclosed land across the 

side of Newbourne Hill to hunt deer and built a palace with a moat, gardens and fish ponds. Many bishops, down to 

the 16th century, lived here and conducted their offices from the palace. 

4.150. In 1239, perhaps because of the frequent presence of the bishop and his court, Alvechurch was granted a 

ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻǊƻǳƎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ άon the vigil, the day 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƻŦ {ŀƛƴǘ [ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜέΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛƴǘ !ƭǾŜŎƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ 

4.151. Alvechurch Park (written as Allchurch Park on the map by James Fish and held by Worcestershire County 

Council at the Hive) is still in existence with most of the boundary ditch and bank of the deer park pale still visible. It 

ǿŀǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƪŜŘ   ōŜŦƻǊŜ мтлл ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ 

pulled down in the 17th century but parts of the moat and a yew tree, which formerly stood in the palace grounds, 

still remain in the garden of the Moat House in Radford Road. 

http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/768293/Alvechurch.pdf
http://www.bromsgrove.gov.uk/media/768293/Alvechurch.pdf
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4.152. From the 19th century to the mid-20th Century there was a brick factory in the hamlet of Withybed on the 

edge of the village. Other local industries included nail and needle making. Dellow Cars were made in Alvechurch 

between 1949 and 1956. 

 

4.153. BUILT HERITAGE AND CHARACTER  

4.154. Introduction 

4.155. The openness of the parish and its location set between Birmingham and Redditch and its countryside feel 

are greatly valued by all who live in Alvechurch Parish. Residents wish to preserve the rural look and feel of not only 

Alvechurch Village but also its outlying settlements. 

 

Fig 25. In character rural housing at Mill Court in Alvechurch Village 

4.156. Protection of traditional buildings of architectural and historic interest, and their settings, is paramount in 

preserving the traditional character of the neighbourhood area. Preservation and enhancement through 

management of sustainable growth is at the core of the APNP. 

4.157. The historic core of Alvechurch Village, set within the Conservation Area, is considered a fundamental part of 

the APNP. The Conservation Area together with non-built, non-designated heritage assets of the parish, from park 

and field boundaries, marl pits, fishponds to canal bridges etc., seeks to maintain the parish historic and built 

distinctiveness. It also seeks to add to its quality by bringing well designed and planned integrity to future 

development in Alvechurch Parish 
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POLICY AIM: to maintain, conserve and enhance the built heritage assets of the Parish and their settings. 

POLICY HDNE 1: BUILT HERITAGE AND LOCAL CHARACTER   

1. All development proposals for Alvechurch Parish (including alterations, extensions as well as a change of 

use) should continue to maintain, conserve and enhance the designated built heritage assets of the parish 

and their settings. Proposals for development that affect non-designated heritage assets will be considered 

taking account of the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset.  

 

2. The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the buildings and structures in the list in Appendix B as local heritage 

assets for the purpose of supporting BDP 20 of the Local Plan. 

 

3. Proposals that would contribute to the long term management of heritage assets will be encouraged. 

 

4. Proposals will be assessed against the following criteria: 

 

a. Development, including that within or adjacent to the Conservation Area, should respond to the distinctive 

local built character and its particular surroundings, and sensitively contribute to creating quality design 

appropriate to its rural setting. 

b. Developments should be enhanced by landscaping and planting with existing trees and hedges preserved 

whenever possible and the avoidance of introducing inappropriate bunds or embankments; 

c. Any new development adjacent to a heritage asset, listed building or building of historic interest and/or 

open space as defined in Section 3 should be sensitively designed to conserve and enhance the setting, 

form and character of the heritage asset,  building and/or space;  

d. The density of any new development should be in character with the local surrounding area, respect the 

semi-rural nature of the parish and be designed to give an impression of spaciousness with uniform houses 

and plots being avoided. 

 

5. This policy requires developers to take full account the Alvechurch Historic Environment Resource 

Assessment, the Alvechurch Parish Design Statement and the Alvechurch Historic Environment Action Plan 

(HEAP) documents when preparing proposals for development. This awareness will need to be 

demonstrated at the planning application stage. 

 

Background / Justification 

4.158. The three documents mentioned in POLICY HDNE 1, will assist in bringing forward development that 

conforms to the wishes of the parish community. 

4.159. The introduction to the HEAP explains the concept as strategic level documents that identify risks and 

deficiencies affecting the sustainability of all aspects that contribute towards a particular area or environment.  

HEAPs promote the character and special qualities of the environment in the context of managing change across the 

landscape. In order to achieve this, HEAPs assign priorities that can, through partnership working, deliver effective 

environmental conservation or enhancement through strategic planning policy and other frameworks that affect 

land management, conservation and enhancement. 

4.160. In determining applications within the Conservation Area, or adjacent to listed buildings or any other 

heritage or environmental asset, the APNP will support planning applications that preserve, enhance or sustain the 

asset, its role in contributing to a sustainable community and the positive contribution new development can make 
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to local character when designed sympathetically and with quality materials as favoured by the community in their 

responses. 

4.161. The APNP Policies turn some of the principles in the APDS and the AHERA documents into planning policy. 

Proposals will be assessed against the criteria in all APNP policies. In doing so, consiŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΩǎ ǿƛŘŜǊ 

benefits, the views of the community and localised heritage and conservation issues, will be taken on board. Regard 

should also be taken of the communities indicated list of buildings and sites that are of archaeological and 

architectural significance, local distinctiveness, character and historic importance: as shown in Appendix B, 

wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŘŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǇŀƎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ NP 

website 

4.162. The NP considers heritage assets that are valued by the local community will help to make sure that 

potential new development is properly integrated with what is already there and ensure that new development does 

not result in the loss of locally valued heritage assets. Addressing how best to integrate new development into an 

existing place can encourage people to be innovative. Taking into account what is special about a place often 

demonstrates that off-the-shelf design and construction might not be appropriate. It encourages sensitive 

development that respects historic buildings and their setting and place, thus invigorating an area, stimulating 

investment, entrepreneurship, tourism and employment. 

4.163. Many of the buildings and features of historic interest in the parish that are valued by the local community 

are listed in APPENDIX B, Fig 35. TABLE OF NON-DESIGNATED HERITAGE ASSETS in the Evidence Base document. In 

parallel with this policy, the Parish Council proposes that these buildings and structures are considered by 

Bromsgrove District Council for inclusion in the Local List (See Community Action 3 at the end of this Topic section). 

4.164. However, the inclusion of any building or structure on the Local List is not necessary for the application of 

this policy. Clearly there may be a considerable elapse of time before this happens and it is made clear that policy 

HDNE1 applies whether or not the Council move to formally adopt the assets onto their Local List. 

 

4.165. DESIGN and LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS 

4.166. Section 1 of the APDS, and the character area statements in the AHERA document, establish the relationship 

between local settings, the built and natural environment that in turn creates the local distinctiveness of Alvechurch 

Parish. 

4.167. Policy HDNE 2 expects new development to respond positively to the local distinctiveness of its environment 

and to demonstrate high quality design and a good standard of amenity space.  

4.168. ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ tƻƭƛŎȅ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ όbttCύ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ άit attaches great importance to the design 

and quality of the built environment and that it is important to plan positively for the achievement of high quality and 

inclusive design for all developmentέ όtŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ рсύΦ  

4.169. The high quality of the special architectural and historic character and appearance of the NP area, especially 

ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀΣ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !t5{ ŀƴŘ .5/Ωǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΤ 

demonstrating why the area warrants special attention in managing proposals, to ensure they preserve or enhance 

its characteristics.  

4.170. ¢ƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōŜƭƻǿ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ 

The parish features dispersed unique buildings, using detailing such as; Alvechurch Red bricks in different pattern 

bonds; prominent hedgerows and verges; stone or brick formed gateways; no kerbing to lanes; plenty of trees; 

https://alvechurchparishplan.org/
https://alvechurchparishplan.org/
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windows and doors set within sandstone surrounds; steep and distinctive patterned embellished wooden gable ends 

setting off decorative ridge tiles and chimney stacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 26. Some Alvechurch buildings with local distinctive features 














































































































